"It Is Good Justice Is Blird Because She Wauld Not Like Sare Of TThe Thirgs Done
In Her Name If She Could See Then'

by Wesley I. Rurkey

Not long after turning 18 in 1970 I was booked in the Sedgwich County Jail, Wichita, KS after
being comvicted of hurglary by a jury mot of my peers. The jail wes packed beyord capecity and because
of such I was housed in ane of the segregation cells on the fifth floor. The cell hed a piece of ply-
wood ard a waffle size mattress for a buk on the floor and a hole in the floor for a toilet which
required flushing fram cutside the cell. I later leamed that this was called a chinese toilét ard has
since that time been foud to be constitutionally proscribed and if you have ever had the mot so
good fortire to use one you will know why. Within a fev days I wes moved to a regular cell on the
fifthfloorwitht:motherinratesarﬂthestagemsbm’:gsetforyetanﬁﬂmtsofcrﬂmrmy
tot‘akeplaée.

Qe of the guys in the cell was named Larry Kroff in his mid-thirties, a famer fran Westem
Kensas he told me. He vas charged with killing three people and attempted muder on a fourth person.
Later on he told me that he had Shot'en' down like them dogs they were. He pretty mrch bragged about
killing his estranged ex-wife, her boy friend ard shooting another cauple that was with them at a
trailer park in Sauthwest Wichita severely vounding the girl and killing her boy friend. He said that
he erptied a 22 ca. rifle shooting ‘these pecple and then reloaded it and emptied it again. T took
him at his word particularly because the Wichita Eagle had pretty attested to these facts is several
(ﬁfferatarﬁdesuﬁttmm&*esemmcbrs.ho&ergwhﬂncdlmsmad&nr@ﬁrg,anﬂciget
a'rnIthff'ssareage,ﬂnmsa;xettyrﬁ.cégw.likadtocardsardsitarmﬁaﬂb.s.!Hea.g::osaﬂy
killed his girl friend, a prostitute for ripping him off of sane drgs, althogh he didn't really
have much to say about it. Another guy I got to know pretty well during my time celling with these
gWs ves a guy living in the cell adjacent to oir's vas Frank Sveeny who also vas about Kroff's ard
Shorty's same ages who hed killed two pecple in Wichita and another five in Indizna. He told me one
night that a sorg had been written about him titled, "Indizna Wents You." He went on humorously saying
that, "they may vent me but they might ot get me!"' Needless to say that ny little hurglary cawiction
kinda paled in carparison to my new acquaints who had killed eleven pecple between them. '

I was jarred out of a sound sleep one night by a deep grunting sound ard camotion at the foot of
my bunk. Just a foot off of my hunk Kroff was harging by a sheet wrapped around his neck and tied to
the cell bars wearing only a pair of boxer shorts. He vas frantically kicking, gnnting, with his hands
pulling at the sheet around his neck. Jurping wp I tried lifting him up by his legs to take the tension
Off the sheet, tut he continued kicking and twisting meking it extremely difficult to 1ift him up. He
must of weighed every bit of 260- 270, eating 20 to 30 Reeses Pearuthutter Qups every week. At 10¢ a
pop he could easily afford that and did and now they were taking their toll. Sortywas trying to get
the koot wntied, but said that it hed twisted to the beckside of the bars. I cauld hexr Sveeny and
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acowple of other guys down the rarge screaming at the top of their lungs to get the jailers attention
in the Booking Area on the 3rd floor. People in the courthouse parking lot could of heard them if it had
tot. been 3a.m. and empty. Bven with Shorty tryirg to help me 1ift Kroff up vhich he really could not-men-
age to do I was sweating profusely and my amms were giving out. His carmplexion was tuming mawve in
color and be hed stop kicking ard was nov henging withaut resistarce. Firelly a jailer, Rocky came
arourd the comer of the valkvay and started to ask 'what is all the screaming about' but stopped

in his tracks when seeing Kroff henging from the bars. Shorty hollered at him that the koot on the
sheet vas on the beckside of the bers and he needed to untie it which Rocky immediately started trying
to do to mo avail. He took out'a pocket knife and started cutting the sheet down which finally snapped
with Kroff caming down on top of me and both of us falling on top of Shorty who landed with a lad
moan. About this same time another jailer was opeming aur eell door ard wes lifting Kroff off of me
a'dbEgmdoirgCIRmiﬁm.legzmtecaﬂ&ecelld’mﬂy&meafteraﬂkelp&m:tygigﬁ:masmﬂ
wo was obviausly in pain with a broken am which was twisted teckvards at the elbow. The paramedics
arrived, continuing (R and took Kroff to St. Franics Hospital a few blocks away. The next night Rocky
told me and Shorty that initially they thought Kroffhad fractured His 2titweitéhra in his neck known as
a 'hargmen's tresk’, but later fourd out that he hed anly suffered peralysis to the left side of his
face and am, as well as severe bruising. Rocky said that he isn't camirg beck to the jiil that hécissheing
transferred by the caurt to the State Hospital for a mental evaluation first. Not long after this incident
_Imsm:amferredtoﬁmeKansasStatethtrialRafcmataryathﬁnsm,K‘Stobeginnysaﬁta'refor
Almost a year later Shorty showed up at KSIR andtold me that-heched takena-plead bargian for

7 = 15 years pleading guilty to a manslaghter charge. He told me that just a cauple weeks after I

left the jail that Kroff hed been braught beck from Hhe-State Hospital becaise of an attenpted escape.
Further that it was ubelievable that despite Kroff testifying during his trial telling the jury what
he hed told us that he hed shot those people down like the dogs they vere that they still fourd him

rot guilty by reasm of insanity of all three muders and the atterpted muder. Shorty said that his
fanily wbo hes money hired a psychiatrist, Dr. Karl Meminger of the renovned Merminger Foundation in
Topkea, KS who testified that Kroff was temporary insane vhen he shot and killed these people and
severely wounded the fourth person. So in carbination Shorty said that with hiring the best criminal
defense attormeys money could buy and this renoined psychiatrist Kroff valked on all of  those murders,
although the jury convicted him of the attempted escape from the State Hospital and the court gave

him time served. Unbelievatle I told Shorty and here I sit servirg more time then you and Kroff can-
bire and haven't killed anyone. Like they say, justice is for those with money not those who face
ﬂnjmucesyswnmﬂlwmta;pomtedlawersﬂuchmmmmmmfmrqxesmmum "Money
talks and b.s. valks,"" as the old adage goes!!!
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