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T)ze name th);wn Hq“Mee‘b‘ng" 1's very )oefulaf I
North Ccv‘d).(‘na, whesre ) am z\m]am‘.‘.oned\ Aut Lve never
.%w“l‘e }@w‘ed Ot oud It s q meef))nj Aetween tun
or mose ﬁeOP)E\ but that doesn'? mean that they w//
yote on any sSsue of atZemp? o resolve any problem.
[# s USuoU/ rot held 'a o Yows hall, and nerer Aears

any resemAlance fo a Town meeling,

/T appeass that anyone can schedule a 3e2‘~togethe/‘
and use the phrase "Town Hall Meetmng.” Cihiks and school
hoords Ao . So do other munielpalities and agencies,
Churcdes, PTA s and other atvx orqu‘zo\hbns do (T,

T he ‘refmzhology seems fo he a);so)ute)/v fo)i‘i‘v“«z[[j
cerpect “-re)wn Hal) Mee't,‘ng “ has tremendous $ RN volue,
When street ganys tonyregu'l‘e, Jorter rout clook that
one yp (N yew! Funk ond Wn;naU‘s) I thelr hoods, they

. .



are harassed and blreated lLke secufr‘?y threat
grouyp s, ley don't f)zey /oosT atihos ad Lo Hal)
MEetbg 9ﬂt)>€/‘1%ys ? Loes j‘us’f an ol counir}, Ao);
$rom qusaclmsez‘l‘s, Aut | rekon Moa g7 oup of
youny people called tor a Town Hall Meeting
mee'l‘\‘py M one d{ f}tec’f‘ )atxck}q/‘ds‘ )t would Ae
well rece)ved A/v Me camman;‘t_y‘

\A/}mfev/ef Q 7;um qu\ Meefzhg eventl s, Mor th

Coaralina prisen units are supposed fo hove them
}aeh"aa\ .kall/ — at least mon th{y. Here M the Blue wnit
of nhar Correctional ln sH'\tutibr, nobles of a

T;wn )‘)qn Meetﬁvg meetng are )aosteo\ aboxt 9 or
70 Times a yeor, Usually, they're taken down aa hour

or Twe later w.ith 7702‘/1;"1\) mose )aez‘/zj sa/Md,

On Nawem)ge/‘ QL D.,OL‘il we actaqu )\da;;»n Hn“
Meei»‘ng me‘eb‘ngs. 57‘):, Harde conduclted them in
the ofhle of Ma Collns one of the assistant undt
manugess, Mr.Csims pla}ea wi'th his computesr and

6ccq$1’anq))} <a,4 “/‘\we 077."

Y ¢ meet.'ngs used to ke ergonized on the unt level,
A non-resident stoff member would nddress twelrve

Z -



/;»m‘sonefs (2 from each cell hlock) i'n the dihing hall.
We weould be allowed to asdr 3uesb&ms and menbion
yni't concerns (“hno ):EI‘Sonal cancerns'), T/\e " noA-
resident sfnfzt};efson weyld say ‘ﬁ_/‘/aob‘cy" and
remi'nd us who was the hoss. U he detected $t5n5 o{
Fm\smer wrpl ty he weuld say T)u‘s meetmg LS over '
and we would be returned to our cell Mocks.

There s strength ' numbers, Prkoner unity Js
nRot a Lz\g probless here ot TC.]l. hut there are a
handful of us whe occus,onully manage 1o stir things up
a h'ttle, Insecure oifxers on salary like to deal with
t s0)ated prdseners, preferrng 200 lor 2 end  edds
rother than 1 on L2 so nwnHon Meetmg meeb‘ngs
are now v\suul)y conducted one hlock at o hime. loast
week, there were four men in Cory Colltns: office,
c‘ndqo\:‘ng a teachers assisfant and  mgself

I\e,al‘eseﬁ t)“ny C Lloc)(,

T}(e mee‘l’z‘»g nolize had*‘-ﬂelu-aled—spa-:-e-s heen posted

the week hrefore. The adverlised date hod <ome anod
gone, %0 the Summans to o meeb}zy on the .}_L"t had

Yaken us somewhat Ly su/')am‘se,
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The announcement had meluded spaces for tuweo
pl‘z%oner names (where the | A and | had s)‘gned up
as usuald and severul) lines for guesbbn} and
comments, The TA hoad menbDboned guards
neglect)ny theilr posts and other s/tuabtihns we wanted
documented hui not ne<es$on‘”y addressed. | had
menhioned saniltalion econcerns that had ar/sen
when the yn manager, A selt o rather ;“F)t)wj Aand
s)oven{y trdividual — had declared the martn ghowen
areas 01F-livm'ts to prisopers who are assigred to
cells on the Aotlom #loor.

We priseners steed respectfully wheile Sgb. Horolle
sal n o lavi'sh ly upholstered chay and answered our
3ue5'bbn$, He sad he couldar't speak For all rotatvas,
but he assured us that his men “do everythong  per
poliey.” Mr. Cellpns could hove spoker for  all
PoXalsdens but he was plogiag with hi's ecomputers, as
usual, Once tna whitle he weuld leok up,

appreas'ng m;‘ld)/ annoyed and say Move on,"

/?‘ 2rad net appess thot anyi)n‘ng hod been
QCCOM};ll\Shfd-



\A/}}Qn we got haock to the Mlock, a guard told me
to retura o Mr.Collpns otfice, He wanted to discuss
a Pehdv\ny dl\sw‘plt%oxy aﬁ)@ea), /"\9 conviebbn of
/bez‘ng I» an »\hspea‘{‘;bc\ S raiutlon ed locobinss ihiadl
heen related to the AD.A. viblatidbn (ous characterizatren,
not mqnqyemeo‘t‘S) +hat had Aeen ):I‘IEZCI/ dikcussed gt
t):e.):wnHanMee'b\nj mce'b‘ng. COHMS hod made ro
effort to address the ssue In the proper Forum. He
chose rather to Yet me alone wth A and He
serjednf and I‘r] to rnlinidate me,

| o o /wlbt‘fr’ca[ plri'senel, Please don't ever call
me an 'nmalte. )‘m q)‘ournq[l‘sf and | correspond wi'th
people around the werld. Some of the quards hate me
because [ {peguently SFeqk out akout the prison
Irdustrdal complex, mass trcarcerabibn and humaun

and 'yl n‘g)zts ahuses /n Amer:\cqn }:l‘a‘Sans and
jm‘ls.

0». Fm“de ev‘em‘n]‘ Se}ai‘e mher Q7 R0 or upsterVs
net\g)w)aof Yrom my home cr‘z‘y gave me a soup, ] met )u\m
at the Top ot the sfai'rs and carrryed /' down Zo the
TV area. A deserv‘ed)y wipepulars guase Gpyproached

S.



me ond satd You can't g0 up those sTairs.” That
was o spﬂy statement, as la )\usi’ done S0 gnd coame
do wan agab, desple my }aq;"nzcu! ahkqlw‘}z'{y, and had
wolated no exz‘st;‘ng ;\u)e; hut 1 ddnt argue LA

A |

The followng week, ) was informed that the guord
had written me up. Secret ndictments’ are l‘lleg al,
hut r-,cmmwl)« cm;a)oyed n I.C.|l | had been cenvixted
wi'thout an evi'dentivsny }zeqm\qg (also z‘llegql) eve
kuy)s the D R.OD. coulan't or woulds't tell me what

“anauthor’zed locatvn® | was accused of heing I'n,

Mr. Collins dLVz‘ausJy wanted o confessjon of 3\4(‘11‘,
/\ww sure he'd hove Keen }w},ﬁy wi'th any z‘nch‘m;‘na‘l‘:‘ng
sTatement he could have ohtarned )uj coefeib A and
'Treac)!ery, He trled to harass me and /;/*am)'\'e a
Joud respanse o angry 3e$2ure so he could loek
me up, evrn i & M[y fo/\ 9 “40012‘1\7 of?t /;e/‘:‘ao’," l
sTood my gnound as < 39/7&?*»\&/} ( that q)w\qys
};uZZKS and 2N fw“»‘ute$ )7)"!»), del\y\\ny UAY wrongdm‘ns
dnd sq),‘\ny Wo‘ Sy i a elear o)/‘om‘ny manolene,
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Mr. CO)IMS showed me some )'u‘g)'); C1Q$$I”{:}1EC)
mYermatien on his compute r, Pel‘)mp:s he shoule
have expended more Hme gad effort RPN AY For
hi's wunauther/zed thterrogatslen o} th's Former i)
atlorpey, The $€Cul*c"l:y (\h?(ormq‘l‘/bh he disclosed
may he very valuakle to me someday, but it didat
Aelp hivn much, as It directly contradicted Hie
5uq/‘o\$ \‘O\I\QC\‘ﬁ)\t\hOJ‘y " report.

T}\foug% it all, Cell'ns helleved he was concluctiag «
goer<ive Mrbesrogatibn and that | wqs the one heing
[‘n‘te/‘rogated | don't vnderstand "Town Hall neetmg"
Kut 1 knrow that A}, the t\me the assStoal um't manay e f
Axmissed me, he was mans festly Frugtrated, agltated

ond ANy, [ was not.

W)zen ) got Aock to the )alock\ a Iql‘}e cadee of
9uqra\s sV searched me. ﬂka‘n‘? Ful) qdvqn‘ra(oe of my
age and d/‘sqkf“)z‘iyl Me)o made me stand iz the celd day
re0m oves Ralf an Aousr in handew s Aut widhout adequate
c)oﬂ)»‘ny while some ot them “seq/*cAed " my cel), T)mg
lef2 me with a Terrz*);)e mess, wo)q‘b‘nj seve,al
pv«)a)cs)mc) D.A.C ;m)c‘cz‘es To say the Jeast,
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One of my neri?“;el‘s sa’d ke dida't krow whj
/ );qu‘;‘c,’);qie ™ -Tow.w Ho\)) Meet;‘ng activy'ti'es h
orchestrated by our oppressors, “W)\y A you 36?\'

he asked. “}{ou knew whut was gauhg to )\a/apan!‘
[ Q};};recz\qfed the Comﬁlz\meni‘,

"Yese ) sara con‘tGM)alq‘tz‘we)j. )pqused and
reflected for « few seconds on a )Ghy ond $lresstul
evem‘ns, )t d'd appear that ! ko Sof'some /;owef‘fb\l
Peo)a)e upsel, | smiled hrletly, yust o lrt3le old
conpizt's srz‘n. “T)‘qi\$ wA.y ) went. =

YanXee La wy e/ l0)-204
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