Eloom Grewn Lrom a Crack /7 e Uead/
By Beverty Jaynes

Aywﬁ/?/n'y light From dec epfive darhness,
Lts seed mysterious/ y nurfured Wi hi'n,
Lmpesing walls camet confan it's growrh.
Breaking Pree a/zf_x/)wzdan%/y,

From bleatky Stark Surrocndings,

7he bloom, tHhe meore beat!Pul,

For 1ts unlikely #lourishing.

A sarprising sign o¥ hepe,

Graeed by epportunity.

7he rrensformation e rranstormed mdivieduals—the o -
® ed) debilitated, drsadvantagee, adldicted, depressed, de-
greded, el/ts9raceed o/fsallusioned,; discriminarid against 1m-
eriminated, orthe viectimrzed —inte Aealthy, stable, redeemed,
and reyitelrzed individuals, sheulel be proc/armed and acelaimed,
Neo metter how low o Rut] Hhey have been Ty, ey sheuld reach
as fughas they dare go. The saccess of The prodigal i stir/a velid
ane. How blesseel They were 7o have oyeresme apstacles ti 1heir
wey and putAh Fhemselves, In precdiving suppert; frealments,
compass on, guidanee, and spporituntfie s, the y/mfm%rm eel, /-
amp hih g 0ver aelversity and iy own demens, Znjusteée and ifs
vietims were exposed 1o the healing (1At el rhe humen con-
Serenee and abusers foune 1h¢irs, through persons/ g rewrh and
20d/ly g race, Changes in 1deas, values, attitueles, and behaviar
‘ wenre mede, Preblems wire selveel. Kecaneillidteons end res -
o/utions ook placet.




P2 7hes e FransFormed Individ wals mey Aaie Hermerlybees
BT ex/a/o;fee/é(ﬂé’/ o/tsentranchiseds 777€y 77’14<y/$6’{(/€ 35()470{"63/0}/?{&368/
afhlictions o Searing abuses, 7hey may have succumbed fo

& acld ietians, 7hLy sney heve prestituted #hemselvessrsole el r
Souls fo the devil. 7hey ey have been publiely orsgraced For

7heir greed ap tmmorality, 74ey may Aave committed ferrible crimes.
7hey mey have been vietitins af 7helt, rape, orassault, 7hey ray
have bean lebt-tor dead, They meay Aave faen arphaned, cedowed,
orhad (o5F(6ved 6nes. 7hty meyAowe been wonrded ormaimed in all
Mmanner ol wars, 7y oy hewe fost7heir Jobs, Aemes, or #ortunes,
Bul seme way, seme hod, ey Auune 1he strength and eaurage o
surviiy change, ane euercame 14¢ cond [Fons and the eqifs that hae
beenZrying fo overeome them, s in Romans 1221, Be ror oud réome
Y, y Uil bul ouLrcome evil with 900d ) that goodness tharenab/ed
rhe transtermarion, shecle hefionored evens b it-was borne sur
ol 7he darkness.

& 77e o arkness was deceptive, Zt tried fo debear mamkind by
Furing hamen beings aganst ene anether, devaleinglives, ¥
encowraged bi11erness, wrath, maliee, clamer, evi/Speaking, harred,
and PVinge. 7+ /1ol aboalther responsiA/i 13, capahifi?res, /oy -
altlés, and prorities, Z# m ferfered with communicarions, rela -
71603, anel self-eva/uattons, 24 muddled trom mnds, impsrtant-
intormatron and signcéieanees, Lt Aept them [gnopan tof hnow -
/ecl9e,ehaiees, rghts, Al ernariies, and escape rocles,7# e -
priveel them of dignity and inregrity, Zr negarted 7rust-and
#ruths, Z# eheated fhem gut o¥ chanees, Zrs foy 0¥ Fear
obseured 1felr visions and Separated Hhem from orhers, I/
blocked Prom e sight-and 7outh #1e bHSHE co/ors anel ay-
feres ol [ite and #he Brighr sun of fepprhess. ITF feld rhem i

. (13 dank dungeon o€ despair,denying themhope. It endan-

gered rheiin heedl th and Well~6eing. 2 weatkrened rheir wit/
to Vive Lully.




. 3 But the e -FLoree was weh them in #he Carfness, (e /s o
B3 pheir bodies Lought obfmuvagtons ard #us hed sur #ovins. Compensa -
#¢6nscere made #ar Bt senses and bady fune #ons. Adre naliie Strgee/

Lor +1 9ht or £y 9hts Reserves af en ergy and tnnen strengths uxre
drawn wpon. 7he il 7o (1oe suerpauered cleal? tuste s, shee/ #ears
arel Locnd Lergiveness restared seurs, Reidrn 9 messages trans ptfed
Fhroegh SEUFELyng STaree o troud fed minds, were Frnally crder—

Stood. (Plone, cett Tishe ancl pace 7o €vntemplare thein plights,
ey realized errors of Thelk Wiys, de/eS(ans,and edlnerabilitiés,
Qith nowhere 7o 90 but wp, they wire rew readyfor renewal,
Gearniing tor 1h¢ peate, lovd, and joy the (i ght-felel for #hesm,
7hen cante peaple witti hefpand gpportanities, whieh they
eegerly reached Cor ane grasped, ZTve seen omen be transtormed
by the renewing of year mnds)as th Romeans 12:2, by falkrig ad-
ventege of eLLOrTUN (t1es prison ellers . medyeal and mental healtt
sSeruéesy GED and vocartional edueationy substance abuse prograns;
spiretual guidane< by the Chaplai and velunteer Ghuareh graaps
@ tiri g elasses and the vanity of selt<inprovement cdasses
ard the diseiplumes af Workand set boandaries of beheavier. (7 son
hos sayved (Lvas Lrom the abuses of the Streefs.

Arisou canal3o be eletrimenta/ and dangeroas,if abuses
wtthin T 9o ancheeked, Difegence in advoeatiigLor enes nghts
anol Aealth eare are s¥en necessary tor Survival in prisen« Zn
protectinig myse/€ Ive had to rely on my Bigher inSrinets, fhs

beconun g researceful and self- peliant (good tomingaud 6¥ bad).
But L eame info prisen weth someadvanitases, 7z
support Arom Famnily end triends, Zwas catfege eclucar’ed cwtt &
earning 1o Rarn mere  Maturity, smanners, anel my thite/lees; Keprt
me oale l trouble a3 T Spent Free Tiriie reading curitehg, and
playing Serabble. [y reSpee Aoy etfer culfures, races, and i -
‘ INGN(ty ih general, enad (wel w1 L& (10N COIT O171CrS 0 e/~

verse backgrouncs. My innate renaccty Served e und (i
1 9htin g 10r oar righ’s. By cookthg a vearrety of food3s, Z




,&7;‘/ bonded with ethers as e cooked and ate

: 709¢ #re i (52 o—
2 plementisig bod ehaco el meals) . A7y GA/«/;%/&Z%&;;% {WS/J\
Farn el e Spiritually, keepii g mme Canneeted

& chureh and the enlishtening samihars ane
8¢ #he Searing Spirit- Prisen 7unts fry,

Zused my feaching bockgreund in my pri3én fatsrin g
Sobs and my aftin ity for elanliness ez my eorm Pendig pobs.
O hedbe, T fad varvneared in my three ehildren’s schoo! and
Seoe1ng programs and I serwecl as fecretary ed 1he Webster Broves
Hs forical Socrety. Tn prisen, Zwas seerefary ot owr NHACL e ap-
rer, sne 6f the many Service erganizat©ens servipg #4e prises and
outside eanununities, threw e/ restorative eélorss by ebtenders,
74 best epperfualties “or me ¢ PrSen UM The outlets:
0¥ eread i expression . The Prisen Fertor mwig 2rits 1heater ard
poerry elasses stiinedered me 1hitedeetually ane emeotionally: Aet-
119 h Shekespearean plays, studyii g 1he great podrs, and critns
MY G POLIry, 9w e Selt=tantt denee and a Sense of rdentity,
Phe PEN prisen writing proghresn eneawraged my wpitisi g of
essays anel in other genres, 7he writiziy course fau st by rre
nou/t 36 Lathere Falmer, a(se /nQpireel mme 7o wrvte., 7H¢ Brng
Erantc Diary pivsen progrem coaraged mne th jousrnal feep/n9,
OrherLnrieung courses wiere' Making Peace Weth Your Fasts
Raftonal, Emetiva Therapy, 7aking a Cpanee omn Change, Fees
rour-Bobber Up, Fas ter Gardnery anel Nutri#en .
Undortanataly, my participation i the above attinfies
anel the freedoms of walehung my T, ypirig, and fisknng fo M-
Jie in myrosm, Came foan<nd eren I-wes ne fopger Sare and
Seught Profect (o Custody Sfales, in an ($o/efed, s¢regaled
cell, tihere Tus peen for Tte years nows [ Aeugh L'e gicen vp
® myLleetronies, parsonal elo thing canteen aad ard omint; andsucs

(ems a8 my o #7‘/0/)‘1/6 blan ket and pronRd sheats , 73 Ll Aee o~
45870 Bao kS 1y mna9e z20h€ 8, anel LWriting areads. Z st

My frasrr¢
CAUres, Sepusees




//9035 & ?\'//e' oerry ame such e83ays aﬁ’,“&’J@w%A\/ At s and Reasens Mo
76 Dismiss Otder Pegple as eriifes

(AN . )
I Rap 3, \Taw P1ghtas Waill i ebp
Suicide, 7o Fishthkike a Man7 adour b3, ant " elageary

, L the killen
G/mmb@””a,boa/‘/gﬁha//hjee%/@n exeeec/10n 8 (LWHMEA are eaus i /
oN! 2iN'g de s ths Sihce 7he

Aormentsy useel eres e 17 /s 7o Jan v/
Aable dae fo ¢S a/a//u; wm,oz/? res ehd orher ccth%/v'esffﬂd i

(Meanwihite, Z'm packin the nurturihg eooon2sar sus famns

US 15 e darfness, with selctude ancl Ging £or A tensiive troSpectron
anel prayer, Heeely aware o émy foults and oast-tadliis s, T am
alse aware 6 € myStrengths. Zn reprogrammn g my mmndyl Soy
sueh abbirmations as: Ly a strons,sensible survdor, Zm & un'se,
worthy writer, ancl Zhm an elder ol exeellenee,arage 4, NMow
Fhat 2 ewape o fawpositiie anel 11€9atiid Heushts abbect
eMOLENS ANd aettens, Z-can betier riro/ these. Zsee paw I
se/t=sabataged, saying ane dokig the wrong things #o Substan -
7tare an efln snarky, paor selmmage ard o se/f-esteern. Z-
wadld secone-guess pasitiVe ane srteitiine 1houghts , feakng
inedloetiire aetions or cle 119 NOLhih G arall, nembing pac e
selE-doubt i aStupor. L Zurned dewn gsed eppor Funitres, Leel/-
(ng wnworthy of them and +earng teilure . A thacsh I cwasseld-
/34, T dedn't Eeatty Knocw whet 7 reed /}/ wated er needeel orte
whet Z showlel §ive priordly. Alwnys Ekin g oulsede ol rmyselé
Par velrdation ard LelEiliment, T déan't realize ahat Zhadl in
mysel€ anc myLamily, et meetisiy sur peeds, 7hinking ar
Z shoetdn't have 7o prove myse/b.Z4ailed 1o nprove myself,
7 wowlel ehavse turmoil and 57ress, raltfier than dealsis wth

/s SeUred g,/)/ae/é/m/‘/‘/y* a/zwr“,\j{’/}‘"ﬁ?fy, and 1he el pama, 6udr
rhe serenity of resotufion ard problem 3elving , I usas
57ragdling heedlessteusith mys/Ga a guecgmine, unable or
anwilling fo bridge f a /4/96/79/&/4{ 0¥ peace and sabe ry.

g ey -




Neow Enacsing whralf(s thpartant fomy lrde and whar
Lim aboect; gy pasaes ard 9oals , Teap hetter Fif myinitiatives
76 mMeetin'g those gaals and aefual 1ze my values I 7 mer<
‘ Loettsed, erganieed, observant, and epen-zunded (altheash
Lo a peliecal £beral,Z'm resoeet ful 6f 1ML Canserva e
veewrs ot my falher and best triend, euen changeiy my pro-

cheie pasition to oro-(1fe?), Tve reser the default of my
muiel £rom iﬁseaan‘rj/ Yo Se(#- 3u bl fel eney. Zlve g iuvén #ha
wealcer Side 6¥ myse(¥ pepmission fo be stronger and e -
putent; I now see mysel € as ethers se¢ e, bucL'm net as
G/(Z/U/la/dznf wpon 1her approved, Z'm widltrr g 70 work i
what Z hewe, grate ful tor small blessin 3.7 my Stres 9les witt
abuse of powsr over me (wheh Leon't get acway from i pri -
son), Zhay< ne dnergy 16 waste on destructive tHhoughts, ene-
ftons, anel actions. 7aking S$rock From amore POSLALUE poer-
J’ﬁ%}};{f{é (L wfilrze goodmess whepever Lear #hd 11 even in my
‘ /73 Lristotle, aptly Stated, "L ecovnt braver he who tonrrols
his desipes than hom who eanguers Aty enemies, for the Aardest-
vietory (5 vtetory suer o8 T we alt aakieved thets cwe mighF
net hawe as many enemies th €ach other, Whait good daas itee fz
ele feat oewr- 102, then we're Sl o ebeatisig ourse/ves? Harming
others Ands cp heqiniing oorselves i 1he grand scheme o 1710; g s«
We all strugale betuween 1he good aned buel el thin ourseless, (e

fféét/@/ ensere the utetory by that gaocl, j/‘u//?;%ﬂ/«fw}é/h 74/7@/(/7}:
U 7

DOLE N BRERS (LU €@/ NO /PG Lr 52 air Gan diarSt-en epite s (7 cul
Franslermeel Sl s,

115 & yeung woman,Z made awal-Aanging pleturiiy aA6ev-
ering plant ander the sayin 9, Bleom here thee Rre (Tenrd 7 Z newer
bmapihed 1hat many years later, Zwould be plantd under sueh

arsh smel Ao stile conditiong, that Zld barely surveie 1hen ner
Ehat tn many more years, Il bloom i prisen. Sul here Lam; @
S troAg Survivory an a/;ij/ é’%/z{a” nist anct aﬁ%e P/ %parﬂmmﬁ %3,/

knots caho £ erra By Ao are Yo end are ydd bewtq frans -
2o rmeel too 2 Geuvsly Jogyne




