
  

         
        

          
                    
       

            
      

      
                      

      
     

      
            

   
   

   
  

    
     
       

      
       

         
        

     

  
 
 

   
      

    
   
   

   

   
   

    

      
     
     
    

       
        

     
        

          
         

          
     
       
          

           
           
          
       

       
          

         
      

    

CRUEL AND UNUSUAL 

The world governments have a universal ly acknowledged standard ' 

for the treatment of prjson e rs h e ld in confinemvn t . These standards are 

codified in a document entitled, 11 BODY OF PRINCIPLES FOR THE PROTECTION 

OF ALL PER SONS UI\JDF,R ANY FORM. OF Dr.TENT ION OR I MPR T SONMENT. 
11 

The Ca 1 if orn i a 

Departm ent of Corrections and rehabi l itation is i n direct violation o f 

United Nations humanitarian ma ndat es with the ar bitrary reckless manner 

it e mploys in administration of its Ser urity Housing Units (SHU) . 

The 11 Body o f Principles 11 is dat ~d Decemb er 9, 1988, and is further identifj e d 

as, A/RE S/43/173 . Althou gh American courts h av e rule~ that prisons in the 

United States are not bound by the world wide humanitarian standards 

for treatm ent of prisoners. Nev ert hel ess the U. N. Standards remai n the 

goa l if not the curr ent reality . 

Jurist of conscious understand the historical evolut i o n 

of fundam e ntally fair concepts , an d the evo lutionary process 

of justice systems . Not long ago the guillotine worke d overtime , 

prisoners were tied and lash e d with a cot-o-nine-tails , prisoners 

were drawn and quartered, and even boiled in oil . 

Today the world would be outraged at the prospec t of a 

i•risoner being tied to four horses that pulled his body into 

four separate pieces . America remains one of a dwindling group 

of countries that allow the death pena lty, and eve n here, mos t 

of the 50 states prohibit the state sanctioned murd e r of human 

b e ings . 

As one r ea ds the 

prison e rs, its clear 

in co rporated in the 

Body of Principles fo r the protection of 

that many of the prohibite d acts are 

official policy , practice, and commo n 

Ca l ifornia Department . of co rr ec tions and 

_0 :::-G c e du re!:; vii L i ii u t i1 e 

Pehgbilitation . 
For e:xa mplem, the U . N . Protections require notice of a ny 

c 
1
! c· r g e s o r a 11 e ;, a t j_ o n s a g a i n s t a p r i s o n e r , a n d a 1 s o r e q u i r e t b a t 

a prisoner be given the opportunity to d efe nd aga in s t any charges . 

In g laring opposition to the world wide standard of RIGBT 

to Notice , the CDCR isolates se J.ecte d pri so n ers who they d ee m 

a t h ,eat , or whom they cJ.assify as unofficial trophys. These 

prL 3o n ers are b e ld in catast r oph ically inhuman sec urity hou si ng 

ur,it~ in perpetuity . l1any h ave bee n held i n s u c h condjtion.s f or 

thr ee decades and mor e . 
In an unsuccessful attempt to justify th ei r illegal practice , 

the \;DCR i mpl emented a Nazi-li ke process where eYe ry year, on ce 

o r t v. i c e a y e a r l h e r e i s a c o n f i d e n t i a 1 me m o th a t i s p u t j n t o 

the prisoners fiJ.e tha t the prisoner does not see , th a t he has 

n o w a :· t o c h a 11 e n g e 11 , t h a t h i s 1 aw y e r c a n n o t s e e . Th e bur d e n 

o f p r u l · f .st an d a r d i s t o t a 11 y e 1 i TI' i n a t e d w i t h o u t t h e r j g h t o f 

notice and defense ! 
Tbe CDCR, practice is in direct violation of 

fund2.mE:nt2.lly fair concept since mankind em1::rged from the 

ageE . Jr is also in violation of the " BODY of Pri n ciples 

the pr0;-.ection of a] 1 persons under any form of detention or 

every 
:lar k 

fo r 

imprisonment.": . "· 1 -·-=-· 
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The abse::nce uf notice or ri ol-1t t 1 f d 

f 

. 1· c ~ • 11 , , - . ,_, . o c e en and ch a J 1 en,:; e ,_ l c -· e a . e f, a tJ on s d e er a d e " th e I· , , t , . . ,, - ,. , e a cc u r a c y o f . ' .,, - -· ~ .1uman1 .ar1an pr1nc: i pl es of . . 
JU S tlCE:, 

The.questions presented here are several , (l) C' , . ' n?(' fyrng prison e rs of disciplanar\' alleo; . ~h"'.'i' ~U,CR be exempt frorr 
( 1) . st,o~ ld prison off ic ia ls be empOwsr ed "~; 

1

~:~ . :~ ~ e d p,~~ again; t them?; 
lJ _fTIJ_tat1ons and tort11ous corcli ·t· . · J pr.L,_,onr::rs to l1b e·r-tv • -

1 

_1 o ns 1n p1::rpet t't ?• ( · • 

prison officials be permitt e d to - eo d . - . u 
1

. Y·, and .3) should · 
evidence unknown to the prison e r s ~ er quilty fiociings bases on cecret 

A flash point of outrageous anger should boU in your veins 
when onfconsiders th•t these SHU trophy prisoners are incarcerated 
for felonY offenses as minor as common theft, drog possession, 
2nd crimes that resulted in NO DEATH, or serious physical injurY, 
,,1oreover, recentlY the U,S, Supreme Court has issued rulings 
that guarantee foreign tenorist suspects the right to notice 
of the charges, the right to counsel, and the right to defense 
against the alleged offense before an official judicial body, 
These rights should also extend to Colifornia citizens, California 

p~isoners, as well as every human person. 
In 1857, The United States Supreme Court 

issued a 
a white 

in the 

ruling 
man is 
United 

that states, "The black ma n has no right that 
bound to respect," Back then slaverY was lcgal 

States, Legality doesn't equal morality However, in a society that is ContinuallY e valving, one 
must hope that as time progresses, it will incorporate improved 

conditions for the prisoners, That time is long past aue 

1 

.....illllillllllllellliiirit of resistance, unitY, and solidaritY, 

AKA Bomani I 

~EPtY TO: 

CURRENT ~DDRERS EFFECTIVE 08/26/13 




