
Faith Tested

"You're going to UPS Tucson... that's a penitentiary."

These were the words told to me in a holding cell in 
Raleigh, North Carolina as a shockwave of fear drove through 
my heart. I had just been sentenced, and while waiting in that 
holding cell with several other inmates, each wondering where 
they would be sent. Some closer to home, some further away. 
Some to high security prisons, some to lesser. Of those of 
higher security, penitentiaries were the worst.

Why me? Why am I going to a pen? I don't have a murder 
charge, never been in any gang or anything violent. Why am I 
being sent to a pen? I was the only guy in the holding cell 
destined to go to a pen... I was almost as good as dead.

The guys looked at me, wondering what I could possibly 
do to be sentence to a penitentiary. I looked like a guy that 
had graduated from college... because that was true. I was not 
the "stereotypical inmate", yet there I was, destined to go 
across the country, from North Carolina to Arizona. Why not 
Butner, not far from Raleigh? I would have been closer to 
home; why put me thousands of miles from home?

Fear ran throughout my body, wondering just how long I 
would live. So much for trusting God. So much for prayers. So 
much for writing all those essays in county jails for over a 
year, sharing with inmates that God saves, that Jesus Christ



saves. So much for all that... rubbish!

What was the point in all that? What did I accomplish 
other than just a dead end? From 2001-2010 I wrote online on 
numerous prison support sites and blogs for people with loved 
ones in prison. Over 8000 pages in that period of time, to 
help those with loved ones in prison. One of the phrases I 
constantly used was "there must always be hope." I firmly 
believed that you can't give up on your loved ones.

But in most of these posts, I had not incorporated 
God's word in it. Surely, I believed in God, I had for a long 
time. I know God can do the impossible. But in my blogs and 
posts, I encouraged the reader as best I could, having had 
experience in prison. Because I LOVED to write, I was always 
sharing something about prison, or life after prison.

But in late June, early May of 2010, I made a bold 
declaration, something I firmly believed in. I said, on my 
next-to-last blog, that "if people would make Jesus Christ 
their Lord and Savior, then appeal their case to Him, He 
could- and WOULD- deliver their loved one from prison.

Two weeks later I ended up in county jail, and 
eventually sent to a Federal Prison in Tucson, Arizona.
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did -I- do wrong?3 To be sure,
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