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mt̂ f̂ î W Wvs DP gou VILEI U>E ME ĉl 
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CRIME 
Gang members convicted 
of racketeering from prison 

A Charlotte jury has convicted 
four members of the United Blood 
Nation gang - commonly known as 
the "Bloods" - on racketeering 
conspiracy and related charges. 

The gang members were found 
guilty Wednesday of directing crimi-
nal activity, including conspiracy to 
commit murder and drug disthbu-
tion, while incarcerated at North 
Carolina prisons, the U.S. Attorney's 
Office said. 

Prosecutors said Jaimel "l-Shine" 
Davidson, 29; Nathaniel "Nasty" 
Graham, 24; Kentrell "Mustafa" 
Mclntyre, 33; and Perry "P-Flame" 
Williams, 27, used cellphones smug-
gled into prisons in 2011 to assign 
activities outside prison to low-level 
gang members known as "scraps." 

Sentencing dates have not been 
set. The FBI and Charlotte-Mecklen-
burg police investigated the case. 
— CAMERON STEELE 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Warden suspended after 
alleged liot sauce abuse 

A prison warden has been sus-
pended pending investigation Into 
allegations that inmates were forced 
to rub hot sauce on their genitals, 
officials said Tuesday. 

Department of Public Safety 
spokeswoman Pamela Walker said that 
Sampson Correctional Institution 
administrator Lafayette Hall has been 
put on paid leave while the State 
Bureau of Investigation reviews what 
happened at the facility. A correctional 
officer, David P. Jones, has also been 
put on leave, officials said. 

The six inmates also reported being 
forced to gulp a super-hot "Exotic Hot 
Sauce," to grab and kiss wild snakes 
while working on a road-crew and to 
throw captured bunnies into oncoming 
traffic.-ASSOCIATEDPRESS 
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Inmates allege they were 
abused with hot sauce 

A North Carolina prison is under 
scrutiny after six inmates wrote to a 
federal court alleging correctional 
officers foi-ced them to rub habafiero 
hot sauce on their genitals. ' 

N.C. Department of Public Safety 
spokeswoman Pamela Walker said 
Monday that one staff member at 
Sampson Correctional Institution had 
been reassigned and that another is 
on leave after an investigation. The 
findings are being kept confidential. 

The probe was initiated after 
inmates sent a letter to the U.S. 
District Court in Greensboro com-
plaining that staff had forced them 
to perform humiliating acts, in-
cluding gulping hot sauce and slath-
ering it on themselves. 

They also reported being forced to 
capture and kiss wild snakes while 
working on a road crew. — ASSOCIATED 
PRESS 

Drug doubts — 
The state auditor's calling for better records for the 

N.C. Prison System's medicine is a waste of time. As 
far as I know, the only over-the-counter medicine 
available to prisoners is 300 m g of nonaspirin, 300 m g 
of ibuprofen and antacid tablets. Each prisoner is al-
lowed one {iack of these products every four hours. 

North Carolina has roughly 40,000 prisoners in its 
prison system. Each prison that has a correctional 
staff that monitors prisoners is issued a box of these 
over-the-counter drugs by a nurse w h o gets correc-
tional staff signatures each time she issues a box of 
these drugs. So when the prison system says it has no 
reliable way of tracking what happens to the $25 mil-
lion worth of over-the-counter medicines and supplies 
it bought last year, that is not believable. 

Prisoners jokingly refer to these three over-the-
counter drugs as the wonder pills because when pris-
oners complain about illnesses this is what is given 
unless prisoners file a $5 sick call. 

I seriously doubt that $25 million was spent on these 
three drugs for 40,000 prisoners in one year. 

Willie Worley Jr., Bunn 

The writer is un inmate 
at Franklin Correctional Center. 



BY AMES ALEXANDER 
. aalexander@charlotteobserver.com 

A North Garoiifia inmate has 
filed a federal lawsuit alleging 
thai: corrections officers at an 
Anson Comity prison cracked 
his skull with a baton and then 
destroyed a surveillance video 
that showed the assault. , 

î f In a lawsuit filed earlier this 
week,' inmate Kevin Brower 
contended that the assault hap-
pened during a prison riot on 
•Nov. 10, 2009,. after he tried to 
protect a fellow inmate from 
excessive force by corrections 
officers.' : 

Brower, who is' serving a 
45-year prison term for sec-
'ond-de^ee murder, stated that 
officers'" at Lanesboro Correc-
tional Institution handcufted 
him face down on the floor. 
Then, he alleged, unloiown of-
ficers kicked him in the face, 
ribs and hips until he^"heard a 
crack and everything Went si-
lent" ' 
^̂; T̂  inmate, who was later 
treated f9r a hairline skull frac-
ture and a 3-iiich laceration, ar-
gued that officers used exces-
sĥ e force. ^̂ ^ 

Brower also alleged that a cor-
rections officer deleted a surveil-
lance video that showed a white 
officer stiiking him in the back of 
the skull with a baton. 
. • V • SEE ihWSmi. M 
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side mcdicai facilities, officials said. 
The corrections officers accused in 

the alleged beatings and cover-up 
coiiisi not be reached Friday. Kory Dal-
ryraple, one of the defendants accused 
of conspiring to delete video footage, 
declined to comment. Dalrymple, a 
former assistant superintendent at La-
nesboro, now works a similar job at 
nearby Brown Creek Correctional In-
stitution. 

Last year, authorities chfu-ged Rich-
ard Neely, the former administrator at 
Lanesboro, with obstruction of justice, 
claiming he ordered the destruction of 
video footage shot during the distur-
bancĉ  

An assistant to District Attorney. 
Recce Saunders, who covers Anson 
Coivntv. said the charyrs aeainst Nceiv 

were dismissed in June. She declined 
to say why. 
. Brower's lawsuit alleges that Dal-

rymple and two corrections officers 
conspired to destroy all surveillance 
video showing v/hite officers using ex-
cessive force against black inmates. He 
contends that the officers made un-
founded allegations against Neely to 
divert attention from their actions. 

Tsychoiogicat tortyre' 

After the incident, Brower filed a 
grievance alleging that corrections offi-' 
cers used excessive fork against him, 
but prison officials rejected the com-
plaint. He later pleaded guilty' to two 
misdemeanor counts of assault on a gov-
ernment olFicial, and to' an administra-
tive charge liiat he assaulted staff. 

Ingram also pleaded guilty to two 
misdemeanor counts of assault on a 
government official. 

After the riot, Brower contends, 
prison officials confined him to long-
term segregation for almost three 
years without good cause. 

During that time, he maintains, pris-
on officials denied him contact visits, 
phone calls and recreation. He con-
tends he was also denied access to sun-
light and to electric lights except when 
he was eating and showering. -

The suit contends that was done to 
"intimidate and psychologically tor-

..ture him.". • , ,. . 
. / - S T A F F RESEARCHERS MARIA DAVID AND MARION 

PAYislTER CONTRIBUTED. ^ 

A l e x a n d e r : 704-358-5050 
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