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National Intelligence for African American Communities
Guide for Knowing North Carolina Prisoner Voting Rights

If you are serving time for a misdemeanor or awaiting trial for a felony in North Carolina, you can vote. Here is how you can vote in the next
election.

You must register to vote if you already have not. You can obtain a mail-in voter registration from your County Board of

Election Office or Public Library, or online at www.sboe.state.nc.us.

Always use the address of the place you would live if you were not in prison when asked on the registration form. Include your
full address on the registration form so that the County Board of Elections can have you listed in proper voting district. To find
out your County Board of Elections, contact the State Board of Elections. The address can be found at the end of this guide.
Parts of your social security number may be requested if you can’t produce a photo copy of your driver’s license. ]
Make sure the County Board of Elections receives your complete form 25 days before the election if you are planning on voting
during that upcoming election. If you are not planning to participate, voter registration is permanent so you don’t have to
worry about registering for future elections.

A card will be sent to your address that you listed on your registration form by the County Board of Elections. It will have the

name of your precinct and your polling place (where you will vote).

Voting
Now that you have been informed on how to register as a misdemeanor and person awaiting trial, here is’how you vote.

You can vote by mail by using an “Absentee Ballot” if you are going to be incarcerated during election time.

To receive an Absentee Ballot, send a signed written request to your County Board of Elections after becoming a registered
voter. Absentee Ballots are available 50 days before election time, up until 5p.m. on the Tuesday a week before an election.
Registering to vote and requesting an Absentee Ballot can be done together. Just make sure your request to your County Board
of Elections is mailed early enough to meet all deadline (register no fater than 25 days before election).

If it is determined by your Board of Elections that you meet the requirements to vote, documents to verify your name and
address may be asked to send in to your County Board of Elections. You have the option of having your absentee ballot mailed
to any address including your jail or green clothes prison where you are serving your misdemeanant time, no matter where you
send it, just as long as only YOU vote the Absentee Ballot. Make sure you follow every and all the instructions on the Absentee

Ballot. If not, your Ballot will not count.

Voting Intel for Former Felons

If you are a former felon that was a registered voter you must register again in your current county of residence.

Do not try to register if you are still on probation or parole. Your sentence must be absolutely complete.

You have many options for registering. You can register by mail using a mail-in voter registration form. This form can be
obtained by calling or writing your County Board of Elections office, visiting a Public library, or online at www.sboe.state.nc.us.
New laws call for you to show L.D. for voting at your polling place. If you register by mail you will be asked to produce a copy of
your driver’s license or include part of your Social Security Number. The form must be complete in full, correctly, so you can be

listed in your proper voting district.

The County Board of Elections will send you a card to the address you listed on the form with the name of your precinct and the

polling place where you can go vote.

If you move within your county, notify your County Board of Elections of your new residence. If you move to a new county or

state, Re-REGISTER to vote in your New County or state. If you have any additional questions about voters registration,

Absentee Ballots, or finding information about your County Board of Elections, contact:

State Board of Elections

P.0. BOX 27255

Raleigh, N.C. 27611-7255

{919)733-7173

Website: www.sboe.state.nc.us.
Federal law prohibits discrimination in voting practices on the basis of race, color, previous condition of servitude, sex disability, being a
member of a language minority, or age if you are 18 years of age or older. If you are convicted of a felony in North Carolina you temporarily lose
citizenship including your right to vote. Any prior registration you had before your felony conviction is cancelled by the County Board of
Elections with no action on your part. ANY ATTEMPT TO REGISTER TO VOTE WHILE YOU ARE AN ACTIVE FELON IS A FELONY, although felons
can’t vote in North Carolina. Prisoners can support any candidate without the prison administrations interference. No matter if it is for the
“Primary Elections “or “General Elections”. Sections 11(b.) Voting Rights Act of 1965 States: No person, whether acting under color of law or
otherwise, shall intimidate, threaten, or coerce, or attempt to intimidate, threaten, or coerce any person for voting or attempting to vote, or
intimidate, threaten, or coerce, or attempt to intimidate, threaten, or coerce any person aiding any person to vote or attempt to vote, or
intimidate , threaten, or coerce any person for exercising any powers or duties under section 3(a) 6, 8, 9, 10, or12(e).
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