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Taser suit 
hangs on 
2nd shot 

•• „ , '.w .. ^ t v' i* ' Si. 

Parents say son's 2011 
death at hand of officer 
was excessive force 

BY MICHAEL GORDON ^ ^ 
mgortton@charlotteobserver.com , 

A federal lawsuit against a 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg poUce of-
ficer who fired his Taser at a 

« Charlotte man who later died 
hangs this'week on a single ques-

Was the second shot from Offi-
• cer Michael Forbes' 

' weapon hecessary? ' 
W e d n e ' s d a y , ^ 

five-woman, three-
man jury began 
searching for ; the 
answer in the testii 

Williams mony surrounding 
La-Reko Williams' death in 201L 
' His parents claim ̂ that Forbes' 

use of excessive force led to the 
death of their 21-year-old sbn. In 
their complaint, TemakQ^McCar-
thy ^ d Ahthbny- Williams say 
that their son did not pose a threat 

, to the ofificê r and that Forbes 
y , s . . ' SEE ^^sm, m 

- / / • .OAVIE'HlNSHAW'idhir>Shaw@charlotteobserver,com , 

, VwlPD police pfficer U^chael jForbes enters the ; ^ ! 
' federat courthouse in (:iarlotteTU%^/m|rh&g. V' { 
^The family of Lareko \\filliaiT& suit' \ ^ 
' ' blaming him for th/^eath of their kon̂ who died 

.The jury Will bfe^deJibferations W e t o s d a y . ^ ^ 

mailto:mgortton@charlotteobserver.com


TASER 
[/romM] 
violated police training 
when he twice aimed his 
Taser at Williams' chek. 

Forbes' attorney 5aid the 
officer fired his Taser as a 
last resort, and only after 
Williams had ignored re-
peated commands and 
worsened the confronta-
tion. 

Williams died July 20, 
2011, after a fight with his 
girlfriend as they left the 
Lynx statio^ on Woodlawn 
Road. It marked the second 

' time in three years that 
CMPD use of a Taser had 
turned fatal. 
. McCarthy and Anthony 
Williams filed their com-
plaint in late 2̂012. Since 

. then, U.S. District Judge, 
Max Cogburn'of Asheville 
has shrunk \he list of defen-
dants - ' eliminating both 

^ Taser International Inc.,' 
which produced the wea-
pon Forbes used, and the 
city of Charlotte. 

.Cogbum also gavfiF^orbes 
"qua^^ inimumtŷ '̂ ~foj: 

^firmg tFe first T;a:^r pro j^ 
' at Williams. I hat means the 
case rests , on whether the 
jury believes the officer, 
then with three years of ex-
perience, acted "reasona-

*151gVhen he fired agaiiL 
" I'he parents' legal team (3f 
Karonnie Truzy of Preens-

. boro and Charles' Everage 
and David Ventura, of Char-
lotte, say a nodical examin-
er's ^nropsy of Williams 
showed a third possible 

• 7 ^ e r wound on Williamjs' 
arm a wound, they say, po-
lice never mvestigated. 

I ^ s opening qrp^jpipnte 
to^ the all^v^jiite jury, Truzy 
said LajR.eko^^iiairis"v^ 
a ^ n ^ V^th his girlfriend 
'when Forbes arriveTraTth^p 
Woodlawn light-rail station 
around 10:40 p.m. Only 
eight seconds p^se37Tia 

told the jury, before Forbes 
^eatened Williams widi 
hisj^er. 

The first shot |put Wil-
liains on the ground, the at-

^ n e v said, where WiP 
contoued to ask whv 

hewas being targeted. 
Forbes tired again. But 

Truzy claimed he" Hrst, 
t u m ^ o f f the device on his 

"uniform that would have re-
corded tJie.conlron"M3n.^ 

Forbes was nev^ 
^cKarged^But Truzy said p(> 
Tice investigations never 
probed into ^ y therewas. 
^ o ^ d i o or video recording. 
'of the Incident QiLwhetheL 
ai^^f the other officers ^ 
tl^cSfle might have fired 
gielaser probgTIianeft the 
wound m Williams' arm>. 

But Forbes' ̂ attorney, Lorî  
jKeeton,' ,,presented' . the 
70-second i confrontation 
betwe '̂n Williams and the 
officer in a different light. 

She said Forbes Was the 
first officer to arrive after 
priority'911 calk reported a 
man choking and punching 
a woman at the light-rkil 
station.' Forbes tried to get 
Williams' side of the Story, 
she said, but the suspect ig-
nored six requests by the of-

. ficer hot'to leave the scene. 
Forbes w ^ e d Wi l l i e s 

that he would use the Taser 
^ if he di(ln't stop. After the 
firstshot, during which 
, KeetOR says Williams con- -
tiiiued to deify the officer's 
orders, Forbes wdted 13 
seconds before ,firing again. 

Despite'the medical ex-
^minei:'s findings, thefei, 
was no third shot, she said. 
Nor did flie officer turn" off 
the recording devices on his 
uniform or in his car. 

Williams died the day af-
ter a jury awarded a $10 mil-
lion judgment to the family 
of Darryl Turner, a 
F-year-old who suffered fa-
tal cardiac arrest after being 
shocked with a Taser by a 

CMPD officer in 2009. 
The award against Tasei 

International was reducec 
to $5.5 million and then 
thrown out in 2013 by a fed-
eral appeals court. Howev-
er, the finding of liability 
against the company was al-
lowed to stand. 

The city paid the family 
$625,000. 

After Williams died, po-
lice Chief Rodney Monroe 
suspended his depart-
ment's use of Tasers and re-
viewed the training his offi-
cers receive. Later that year, 
th^ city spent ̂ o s t $2 mil-
lion to replace its Taser ar-
s p a l with safer .models, 
^ d officers were told to 
kyoid aimingihe weapons, 
'̂ when possible, kt the chests 
of their targets. 

Th^ la|^uit marks at least' 
" thr^e cas^s tMs year involv-
ing 'white JCMPD officers 

"using their weapgnsagainst 
4frican'-Ahierip^. t^gets. 

Last month,' the icity set-
tled .a-^Iawsuit "involving a 
police officer's woiinding of 
a teenager he bdieved to'be 

-a suspect iij.a stabbing. In-
stead, the yoyth w;^ the vic-
tim's ^-year-old son. 

*Crimin';al and civi| charg-
es remain in state and feder-
^ cour t s ' ^g^s t ^^icer 
l^andall Kerrick,'.Mlcted 
on voluntary manslaughter • 

' charges after he shot un-
armed 'Jonathan* Ferrell 
nine tini^s last September. 
•Wednesday, Truzy told 

the jury that it h ^ a duty to 
perform' the' -investigation 
into Williams' death that 
was never,done. ' • 

Keeton, however, said her 
client performed his job. 

"Officer Forbes was do-
ing what he and other offi-
cers do on a daily basis -
protecting and serving for 
the benefit of all of us," she 
said. 
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