
"The S p e c i a l P r o s e c u t o r " 
(A m e m o i r ) 

W h e n I f i n a l l y had t h e c o u r a g e to r e c o u n t my s h o w d o w n w i t h 

t h e S p e c i a l P r o s e c u t o r , o v e r a d e c a d e had p a s s e d . N e i t h e r of us 

w i l l f o r g e t . A t t h i s m o m e n t , in ray m i n d , T s e e h i m l e a n i n g b a c k 

in h i s o a k c h a i r , c a t c h i n g my e y e . H e k n o w s s o m e t h i n g t h a t T 

d o n ' t . 

Tt is s o m e t i m e s b e s t to s t a r t at t h e b e g i n n i n g , b u t I ' l l 

s k i p the t r i a l t h a t g o t m e a l i f e s e n t e n c e , concentratinvg 

i n s t e a d on t h i s t r i a l in W a l k e r C o u n t y , t h e s e a t of the s e c o n d 

o l d e s t b u s i n e s s , t h e T e x a s D e p a r t m e n t of C r i m i n a l J u s t i c e . F r o m 

t h i s v e r y c o u r t r o o m d e a t h w a r r a n t s a r e i s s u e d for y o u n g s t e r s , 

wo?T>en and t h e m e n t a l l y c o m p r o m i s e d . T w a s n o t f a c i n g t h e 

n e e d l e , n o , m y c h a r g e w a s m u c h m o r e m u n d a n e . T w a s c h a r g e d 

w i t h p o s s e s s i o n of a c o n t r o l l e d s u b s t a n c e , n a m e l y m a r i j u a n a , in 

a p e n a l i n s t i t u t i o n . If f o u n d g u i l t y t h i s s e n t e n c e w o u l d b e 

a d d e d , " s t a c k e d , " o n t o to t h e end of m.y life s e n t e n c e . I w o u l d 

n e v e r g e t o u t o n p a r o l e . 

P r i o r to m e e t i n g t h e S p e c i a l P r o s e c u t o r , I w o r k e d as a 

p r i s o n u n i t a r t i s t , c r e a t i n g , for f r e e , o i l p a i n t i n g s , a s w e l l 

as t h e e n d l e s s p a i n t e d s t a i n l e s s s t e e l m i l k j u g s f o r p r i s o n 

o f f i c i a l s . T e x a s p r o u d l y h o l d s t h e t i t l e as the m o s t p r i m i t i v e 

p e n a l s y s t e m in A m e r i c a . P r i s o n e r s a r e n o t p a i d for t h e i r 

l a b o r , n o r do t h e d e c a d e s of w o r k c o u n t a g a i n s t t h e 

s e n t e n c e s . If y o u a r e n o t g o i n g to be c o m p e n s a t e d for l a b o r y o u 

m i g h t as w e l l h a v e a c o m f o r t a b l e j o b , I s t u m b l e d u p o n o n e . 

M y s t o r y e n d s m u c h l i k e it b e g i n s , s u d d e n l y and q u i e t l y . 



As a r e s u l t of a s u r p r i s e shakedoijn of the c r a f t s h o p , I am 

c h a r g e d w i t h p o s s e s s i o n of an e i g h t h o u n c e of m a r i j u a n a . A 

p r i s o n s h a k e d o w n is t y p i c a l l y the r e s u l t of a s n i t c h - n o t e 

i n f o r m i n g an o f f i c e r that c o n t r a b a n d e x i s t s . O f f i c e r s e n c i r c l e 

t h e s h a k e d o w n area w e a r i n g latex g l o v e s s t r i p p i n g p r i s o n e r s , 

s e a r c h i n g c l o t h i n g and t h e n t h e i r l o c k e r s . I am n o t p r e s e n t 

w h e n an o f f i c e r f i n d s a b a g g y of m a r i j u a n a . The g u a r d s h a v e 

m e h a n d c u f f e d in t h e b u i l d i n g m a j o r ' s o f f i c e . 

P r i s o n o f f i c i a l s are a l l o w e d to s t a c k m o r e p r i s o n t i m e 

o n t o a p r i o r s e n t e n c e for c e r t a i n o f f e n s e s , t h i s w a s o n e of 

t h e m , I am s i t t i n g in a g r a y tiled r o o m w i t h a s t a i n l e s s s t e e l 

t o i l e t / s i n k c o m b i n a t i o n . Tn t h i s tiny h u m i d p i n e - o i l s c e n t e d 

r o o m t h e r e a r e e l e v e n p r i s o n e r s . W e h a v e b e e n i n d i c t e d , now 

the m a c h i n e r y of j u s t i c e w i l l g r i n d u s d o w n . T h e s m e l l of s o u r 

c h i l i f i l l s the r o o m as t h e f l u o r e s c e n t f i x t u r e f l i c k e r s in t h e 

c o r n e r . A g r a y s t e e l d o o r s e p a r a t e s us f r o m an o u t e r d r e s s i n g 

r o o m , at eye l e v e l g l o w s an i n d e x - c a r d s i z e d p l e x i g l a s s 

w i n d o w . W e sit g l u m l y on the w a l l - m o u n t e d w o o d b e n c h f a c i n g 

m o r e time in p r i s o n . 

E a c h of us a r r i v e s in s e p a r a t e w h i t e v a n s o r i g i n a t i n g f r o m 

o n e of the m a n y p r i s o n s in the H u n t s v i l l e a r e a . W e are a l l 

d r e s s e d in w h i t e c o t t o n . S e v e n a d m i n i s t r a t i v e s e g r e g a t i o n 

p r i s o n e r s a r e w e a r i n g w h i t e j u m p e r s w i t h no s l e e v e s , s n a p s up 

the f r o n t , w i t h s o f t r u b b e r s o l e s b l a c k c a n v a s s h o e s . In h e r e 

we c a l l t h e s e s h o e s " w i n o e s " a f t e r the s h u f f l i n g f e e t of the 

d r u n k - t a n k . One guy p a c e s and m u t t e r s a b o u t the s h a n k he 

g r u m b l i n g a b o u t the s t a c k e d 2 5 - y e a r s to l i f e . O n e A d - S e g . 
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p r i s o n e r is i n d i c t e d for p o s s e s s i o n of a p h o t o of a p o s t a g e 

s t a m p he c l i p p e d f r o m a p o s t a l c a t a l o g . N o w i n d i c t e d for 

a l t e r i n g a g o v e r n m e n t d o c u m e n t . T w o of us in g e n e r a l 

p o p u l a t i o n are c h a r g e d w i t h p o s s e s s i o n of m a r i j u a n a . All of us 

w a i t the a r r i v a l of our s t a t e c o u n s e l l a w y e r s . T h i s m e e t i n g 

w i t h the S t a t e C o u n s e l for O f f e n d e r s r e v e a l s the plea a g r e e m e n t 

o f f e r s from the S p e c i a l P r o s e c u t o r . T h e S p e c i a l P r o s e c u t o r , is 

n e v e r s p e c i a l in my b o o k , j u s t a m e a n guy w i t h u n l i m i t e d 

p o w e r . He and h i s t e a m p r o s e c u t e i n m a t e s for c r i m e s c o m m i t t e d 

w h i l e i n c a r c e r a t e d . T y p i c a l l y the p r i s o n e r is a d v i s e d to t a k e 

the plea o f f e r , as t r i a l s a g a i n s t t h e S p e c i a l P r o s e c u t o r a l w a y s 

r e s u l t in g u i l t . 

The k e y c l i c k s in the l o c k , the m u t t e r s s t o p as the g u a r d s 

s i g n a l for us to c o m e o u t . Our h a n d s c u f f e d in f r o n t w e j a n g l e 

to a c h a i r in the l a r g e s u n n y h a r d r o o m . S i t t i n g a c r o s s f r o m 

m e is a f i f t y y e a r old w o m a n w i t h gray and b r o w n s h o u l d e r 

l e n g t h h a i r and b l a c k p l a s t i c g l a s s e s w e a r i n g a d a r k b l u e 

j a c k e t o v e r a f l o r a l p r i n t d r e s s c o v e r i n g her c a l v e s . S h a k i n g 

my c u f f e d hand w h i l e h o l d i n g my f o u r - y e a r p l e a a g r e e m e n t 

o f f e r e d from t h e S p e c i a l P r o s e c u t o r . 

" T h a t ' s t h e i r o f f e r . " She w h i s p e r s . 

"Can y o u h a n d l e a jury t r i a l ? " 

"I'm w h a t they c a l l a "baby l a w y e r " , w h i c h m e a n s I j u s t 

g o t my bar n u m b e r and am b e g i n n i n g to p r a c t i c e . T h i s w i l l b e 

my f irst t r i a l . " 

"Well," I r e s p o n d , "it w i l l b e my s e c o n d , so I g e t f i r s t 

c h a i r . " 



W h i l e C i n d y h o l d s the plea a g r e e m e n t I ,sign the not guil^'iy 

s e c t i o n , m o v i n g b o t h h a n d s in t a n d e m , c r e a t i n g a m a r k on the 

s h e e t . 

Our le^jal v i s i t s end as q u i c k l y as t h e y b e g a n , w e r e t u r n 

to the gray r o o m . N i n e had s i g n e d t h e g u i l t y s e c t i o n of the 

plp»a a g r e e m e n t , a c c e p t i n g the a d d i t i o n a l s e n t e n c e f r o m the 

S p e c i a l P r o s e c u t o r . S t a m p b o y had a l s o pled n o t g u i l t y and he 

w i l l b e s c h e d u l e d for t r i a l w i t h m e s o m e t i m e n e x t m o n t h . T h e 

g r a y room w a s q u i e t and m u s k y , e v e r y o n e k n e w t h a t by s i g n i n g 

the plea t h e r e w i l l b e no t r i a l , j u s t a n e w t i m e - s h e e t a r r i v i n g 

in the m a i l . 

W e s h u f f l e and c l i n k a c r o s s the t e r r a z z o f l o o r in the 

s p a c i o u s t h i r d f l o o r c o u r t r o o m . A l o n g t h r e e s i d e s a r e floor to 

c e i l i n g w i n d o w s w h i c h o p e n o n t o the b r a n c h e s of t h e w h i t e b a r k 

p l a n e t r e e s f r a m i n g C o u r t h o u s e S q u a r e . S u r r o u n d i n g the 

c o u r t h o u s e a r e c o m m e r c i a l b u i l d i n g s , h o u s i n g the P r i s o n M u s e u m , 

and the T e x a s C a f e . 

The y u a r d s h o l d our e l b o w s as they lead us d o w n the h a l l 

to a b a c k s t a i r w e l l w h e r e we j a n g l e on e a c h r i s e r , c a r e f u l n o t 

to snag leg c h a i n . W e hold the r a i l i n g , s l i d i n g our h a n d s d o w n 

to the l a n d i n g and t h e n d o w n a g a i n . I t h i n k t h e s e are t h e s a m e 

p r i s o n g u a r d s w h o m a k e a s p o r t o u t of p u s h i n g c u f f e d p r i s o n e r s 

d o w n s t a i r w e l l s . W e are t h e only the only two w h o had r e f u s e d 

the plea a g r e e m e n t f r o m the S p e c i a l P r o s e c u t o r . I t i g h t e n my 

g r i p . 

T h e j a n g l i n g c h a i n ' s e c h o c e a s e s o n c e w e r e a c h the g r o u n d 

f l o o r and the door o p e n s . S i l e n t l y o u r e l b o w s are p i n c h e d as w e 
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h u s t l e p a s t y l a s s - w a l l e d o f f i c e s . V^e are w a t c h e d . T h e w h i t e 

v a n ' s b a c k d o o r o p e n s and w e k n e e l on the c h r o m e b u m p e r / c r a w l 

into the b e n c h s e a t a l o n g t h e side w a l l . N o seat b e l t s , the 

d o o r s s l a m s h u t , a r e l o c k e d , t h e n a b r a s s lock s l i p s into an 

e x t e r i o r h a s p . I p i c t u r e a f l a m i n y v a n and a lost k e y , as we 

r a c e off to the p r i s o n . 

The d r i v e r k e y s the m i c r o p h o n e , "86 t i m e s t w o , 95 t i m e s 

t w o . " The o t h e r a d j u s t s the r a d i o to C o u n t r y G o l d . 

S i n c e S t a m p b o y is an A d - S e g p r i s o n e r the v a n s l i d e s 

t h r o u g h two s l i d i n g c h a i n l i n k y a t e s w h i l e g u a r d s in the t o w e r s 

c r a d l e s h o t g u n s . 

T h e y r e l e a s e my s h a c k l e s and a l l o w m e to w a l k b a c k to my 

c e l l . They h a v e m e t r a i n e d . 

T h r e e w e e k s l a t e r w e go t h r o u g h t h i s o r d e a l in r e v e r s e , 

a r r i v i n g at 7:30 am and w a i t for S t a m p b o y ' s j u r y p o o l to a r r i v e 

for h i s t r i a l at n i n e . As I look o u t the w a t e r y p l a s t i c w i n d o w 

I see C i n d y and her b o s s D a v e N e a l t a l k i n g , a ^juard ope ns t he 

d o o r , c a l l s S t a m p b o y o u t . I can see h i m s m i l e , he s i g n s s o m e 

p a p e r s and r e t u r n s to tell m e t h a t the S p e c i a l P r o s e c u t o r h a s 

d r o p p e d his c h a r g e . C o n s e q u e n t l y , h i s jury p o o l in now m i n e . 

C i n d y a s k s the g u a r d s to let m e o u t of the g r a y r o o m , w e 

s i t in the d r e s s i n y r o o m ' s m o l d e d b l u e p l a s t i c c h a i r s . 

" W e l l , h e r e w e g o , w e ' l l p i c k t h e jury and then p r e s e n t 

o p e n i n g a r g u m e n t s t o d a y . " 

"What c a n I do?" 

H e r e l b o w s r e s t on h e r k n e e s w h e n she l o o k s u p , s i g h s , 

"Well y o u c o u l d w r i t e d o w n any ideas a b o u t y o u r a r g u m e n t 



of n o t h a v i n g c a r e , c u s t o d y , or c o n t r o l . " She s t a n d s t o u c h e s my 

s h o u l d e r and s a y s , "I h a v e a jury to s e l e c t . " H e r f i r s t . 

S t a m p b o y looks at ine w h e n I r e t u r n to the g r a y room/ " W h a t 

h a p p e n e d ? " 

"It a p p e a r s t h a t >our j u r y p o o l is n o w m i n e , n o t that it 

m a t t e r s . " 

He s m i r k s , w e k n o w t h a t of the 80 p o t e n t i a l j u r o r s , m o s t 

w i l l e i t h e r w o r k f o r , are r e l a t e d t o , or w i l l be s u p p l i e r s to 

T D C , the r e m a i n d e r w i l l b e in law e n f o r c e m e n t . T h e p o t e n t i a l 

j u r o r s , w h e n a s k e d , w i l l s w e a r t h a t they c o u l d r e n d e r an 

u n b i a s e d v e r d i c t . A f t e r the t w e l v e j u r o r s are s e l e c t e d , C i n d y 

and D a v e c o n v i n c e the j u d g e to a l l o w m e to w e a r s t r e e t c l o t h e s 

at ray t r i a l t o m o r r o w . 

The f o l l o w i n g m o r n i n g , jiist b e f o r e 9 : 0 0 a m , C i n d y h u f f s 

into the c h a n g i n g r o o m , h a n d s m e a s u i t and a s h o p p i n g bag to 

the g u a r d , and s a y s , " H u r r y and p u t t h i s o n , the t r i a l b e g i n s 

at 9 : 0 0 . " C i n d y h a s p u r c h a s e d a s u i t c o a t , d o c k e r - s t y l e 

s l a c k s , b r o w n s u e d e s h o e s and a c l u b t i e . T h e d o o r s l a m s 

s h u t . I u n w r a p the c l o t h e s and h a n g t h e m on the b a c k of t h e 

d o o r , I h a v e w o r n w h i t e p u l l o v e r s h i r t s and e l a s t i c p a n t s for 

o v e r a d e c a d e and b e l t e d p a n t s f e e l g r e a t . T h e W i n d s o r k n o t 

t o o k two a t t e m p t s , j u s t as the d o o r o p e n s . C i n d y s m i l e s and off 

w e yo to f a c e the S p e c i a l P r o s e c u t o r . 

A s w e w a l k o u t of the d r e s s i n g r o o m , I f e e l t h a t k n o t at 

my t h r o a t , I g l a n c e d o w n at the c o l o r f u l c l o t h e s and c a t c h t h e 

look in the e y e s of the g u a r d . Y e a h , I l o o k l i k e a n o r m a l 

h u m a n n o w . W e w a l k a c r o s s the o p e n r o o m , the s h o e s a r e t i g h t . 
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b u t a n i c e t i g h t . I g l a n c e at the t w e l v e j u r o r s as C i n d y p a r t s 

the low h i n g e d w o o d e n b a t - w i n g g a t e s . VJe e n t e r the c o u r t r o o m 

area w i t h i n the l a r g e r o o m . She p o i n t s to the f i r s t c h a i r , 

n e a r e s t the p r o s e c u t i o n t a b l e w h i c h is n e a r e s t the jury b o x , I 

s i t d o w n . 

The b a l i f f s t a n d s and b e l l o w s , "All r i s e . " 

W e d o . In long s t r i d e s J u d g e VvMlliam C a m p b e l l c l i m b s to 

his p e r c h on the b e n c h . C i n d y told m e in a w h i s p e r t h a t he w a s 

a l e g e n d , he c e r t a i n l y is old e n o u g h . If I c h a b o d C r a n e w o r e a 

c o l d - b l a c k c o w b o y - c u t s u i t , w h i t e s h i r t , s t r i n g tie and b o o t s , 

I see him t h i s m o r n i n y . T h i s c h a r a c t e r n o i s i l y a d j u s t s h i s 

s k i n n y b u t t in the h i g h - b a c k e d l e a t h e r c h a i r h i s b l a c k 

e y e b a l l s , s u r r o u n d e d by t h i n w h i t e hair and s u n k e n c h e e k s , 

s t a r e at m e . He s i t s . W e s i t . H e f i d g e t s w i t h p a p e r s b e n e a t h 

a w a l l - s i z e d image of the T e x a s s t a t e s e a l , f l a n k e d by the 

s t a t e and n a t i o n a l f l a g s . R u m o r h a d it t h a t he had i n s t a l l e d a 

h o l s t e r for a s i x - s h o o t e r u n d e r the b e n c h . I i m a g i n e from t h e 

look on h i s f a c e t h a t he w a s i t c h i n g to p o p a c a p in my druy 

d e a l i n g a s s . T h e n the b l a c k s u i t e d s k e l e t o n s p e a k s , 

" M r . R i e n b e c k , p l e a s e b e g i n . " 

T h e S p e c i a l P r o s e c u t o r , L o u i s C . R i e n b e c k , p u s h e s h i s c h a i r 

b a c k w h i l e t u r n i n g to the j u r y . T h e S p e c i a l P r o s e c u t o r w o r k s 

d i r e c t l y for the A t t o r n e y G e n e r a l p r o s e c u t i n g p r i s o n e r s and 

f i n a l i z i n g d e a t h w a r r a n t s . H e a l w a y s w i n s . O p e n i n g h i s j a c k e t 

to r e v e a l a b a d g e c l i p p e d to h i s s i l v e r and b l a c k r a n g e r s t y l e 

b e l t , a s he t u r n s h i s b a c k to the d e f e n s e t a b l e . H e b e g i n s h i s 

o p e n i n g s t a t e m e n t h a r p i n g on a b o u t h o w o u t r a g e o u s it is t h a t 



p r i s o n e r s c o m m i t c r i m e s w h i l e in p r i s o n . He h a s a s l a m - d u n k 

c a s e . 

C i n d y f o c u s e s on the lack of e v i d e n c e and the r e q u i r e m e n t 

of the law to s h o w c a r e , c u s t o d y and c o n t r o l in o r d e r to m e e t 

the b u r d e n of e s t a b l i s h i n g p o s s e s s i o n . She c l o s e s h e r o p e n i n g 

s t a t e m e n t by r e c i t i n g the c u r r a n t d e f i n i t i o n of r e a s o n a b l e 

d o u b t . T h e H o n o r a b l e W i l l i a m C a m p b e l l e x c u s e s the j u r y for the 

day . 

W h e n the r o o m c l e a r s he a s k s , " M r s . T e d d o r , I do not 

r e c a l l you in my c o u r t b e f o r e t o d a y . " 

"NO/ y o u r h o n o r , this is my f i r s t t r i a l . " 

"You m e a n y o u r v e r y f i r s t t r i a l ? " 

" Y e s , y o u r h o n o r . " 

"V\Jell, w e l c o m e , I can a s s u r e y o u t h a t w e all w o r k t o g e t h e r 

to g e t them t h r o u g h in a p r o f e s s i o n a l m a n n e r . " 

" T h a n k > o u , y o u r h o n o r . " 

"Now," he l o o k s d o w n at m e , " M r . L y o n , " Cindy t o u c h e s 

e l b o w , I s t a n d w i t h h e r . "your m o t i o n s are d e n i e d . Y o u r 

l a w y e r w i l l h a n d l e y o u r m o t i o n s f r o m now o n . I w i l l n o t h a v e 

h y b r i d r e p r e s e n t a t i o n in my c o u r t r o o m , is t h a t c l e a r ? " 

"Yes y o u r h o n o r . " w e r e p l y in c h o r u s . 

"You may be s e a t e d . " 

I lean c l o s e , s m e l l i n g old lady p e r f u m e . "Did you f i l e any 

d i s c o v e r y m o t i o n s ? " I n d i g n a n t l y she a n s w e r s , "yes." 

V^hen the j u d g e f i n i s h e s h i s d i s c u s s i o n w i t h the g r e a t 

L o u i s C . R i e n b e c k , they d e c i d e t h a t they c a n f i n i s h in a da_y . 

C i n d y s t a n d s . "Your h o n o r , I filed s e v e r a l m o t i o n s y e s t e r d a y . 



did y o u h a v e a c h a n c e to rule on t h e m ? " J u d y e C a m p b a l l s m i l e s , 

it w a s m o r e like a l i v e r - c o l o r e d l i n e e x t e n d i n g a c r o s s the 

lov/er third of h i s f a c e . 

" M r s . T e d d o r , " l i f t i n g p a p e r s , "your m o t i o n for 

s u p p r e s s i o n is d e n i e d , y o u r m o t i o n for c h a n y e of v e n u e d e n i e d , 

y o u r m o t i o n for an i n v e s t i g a t o r is d e n i e d in p a r t . " 

L o o k i n g d o w n at C i n d y he s a y s , " M r . R i e n b e c k t e l l s me T D C 

has p r o v i d e d your d i s c o v e r y d o c u m e n t s . Y o u r j u r y c h a r g e w i l l 

be ruled on l a t e r . A n y t h i n g e l s e ? " 

"No y o u r h o n o r . " 

"The t r i a l w i l l c o n t i n u e t o m o r r o w . " he s w i n g s h i s g a v e l , 

we r i s e in u n i s o n as he s t r i d e s o f f . 

M o m e n t s l a t e r I r e m o v e the c l u b tie and s h o e s , C i n d y t a p s 

on the d o o r . "Come o u t w h e n you are d r e s s e d . " 

W e s i t , o n c e a g a i n , in the b l u e p l a s t i c c h a i r s h u d d l e d 

c l o s e so t h a t the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n g u a r d s can n o t hear us d i s c u s s 

o u r t r i a l s t r a t e g y . Our s t r a t e g y is w h a t ? , I d i d n ' t h a v e a 

c l u e . T h e r e is a c a r d b o a r d b o x of f i l e s at h e r f e e t . 

"VJhat's in t h e r e ? " I a s k . 

" T h e s e are the d i s c o v e r y i t e m s f r o m T D C . " 

" W h a t a r e y o u y o i n g to l e a r n f r o m t h a t ? " I a s k . 

" I ' l l yo t h r o u g h t h e m t o n i g h t . T o m o r r o w the s t a t e w i l l 

p r e s e n t its c a s e . I ' l l e x p e c t you w i l l h a v e to t a k e the s t a n d 

a f t e r t h a t . " S h e s a y s . 

" T h a t ' s our s t r a t e g y , m e on the s t a n d ? " 

She l o o k s u p , " R i c h a r d , they see t h i s t r i a l as a 

s l a m - d u n k . T h e y w a n t to s h o w us how the S p e c i a l P r o s e c u t o r 
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o p e r a t e s , b u t , y o u n e v e r k n o w w h a t a j u r y w i l l do." She 

c o n t i n u e s in a s o f t e r t o n e , "I a s s u m e you w o u l d e l e c t to h a v e 

t h e j u r y a s s e s s p u n i s h m e n t / t h e y ' l l be a b l e to e n h a n c e it to a 

s e c o n d d e c r e e f e l o n y , so i t ' l l b e 2 to 20 s t a c k e d . " N o t m u c h 

of a c h o i c e , old j u d g e C a m p b e l l w o u l d s e n t e n c e m e to d e a t h . 

"How do you f e e l a b o u t the t r i a l ? " I a s k . 

"I'm r e a d y , b u t w e ' l l ^o o v e r any q u e s t i o n s I h a v e a f t e r I 

read this b o x of s t u f f , see you in the m o r n i n g . " 

T h e y c a m e for m e e a r l y the n e x t m o r n i n g . I w a s s u i t e d u p , 

l i t e r a l l y , w h e n C i n d y sliowed me s o m e of the p a p e r s she had 

s p e n t the n i g h t r e v i e w i n g . 

" C i n d y , t h e s e are the c o u n t s h e e t s for A d m i n i s t r a t i v e 

S e g r e g a t i o n , n o t the c r a f t s h o p . " 

I r e e l e d away f r o m a v i s i o n of h e l l , life w i t h l i t t l e 

c h a n c e of p a r o l e , b e f o r e I c o u l d l o o k at her a ^ a i n . W h i l e w e 

r e a l i z e thay w e r e p l a y i n g for k e e p s , the g r e a t l^ouis 

C . R i e n b e c k w a s t h i r t y f e e t a w a y , y u c k i n g it up w i t h t h e g u a r d s 

and the j u d g e . 

C i n d > t o s s e d the p a p e r s into the b o x , k i c k e d it into the 

c o r n e r . "I w a n t you to w r i t e d o w n e v e r y t h i n g t h a t h a p p e n e d on 

t h a t m o r n i n g . " 

" C i n d y , I can r e m e m b e r every s e c o n d , b u t I w a s n o t t h e r e 

w h e n they f o u n d the w e e d . " V^e s t a n d . 

" L e t ' s g o . " she s i g h e s . ' 

W e s t e p o u t of the d r e s s i n g r o o m in the b a c k c o r n e r of the 

c o u r t r o o m . W e s l i d e p a s t the e y e s of s e v e r a l armed g u a r d s , 

t h r o u g h the w o o d g a t e s , and take our s e a t s . W h i l e w e w a i t for 
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t h e j u d g e ' s e n t r a n c e , the S p e c i a l P r o s e c u t o r l e a n s b a c k in his 

c h a i r c a t c h e s my e y e , a s u b l i m i n a l m e s s a g e is p a s s e d ; "Are y o u 

r e a l l y so s t u p i d to t h i n k y o u c o u l d w i n in my w o r l d ? " 

S i n c e it is h i s w o r l d , o u r t a b l e is the f u r t h e s t f r o m the 

jury and w i t n e s s s t a n d . C i n d y at my r i g h t , ten f e e t to my left 

s i t s R u d i and J e r i , a he and she c l o n e of R i e n b e c k and c l o s e s t 

to the j u r y s i t s t h e S p e c ial P r o s e c u t o r . 

Of the t w e l v e j u r o r s only four c o u l d s e e m e . W e all rise 

on o r d e r s from B a l i f f R o l a n d \veary as j u d g e C a m p b e l l e n t e r s , 

w e a r i n g h i s a l l b l a c k s u i t , no r o b e s for h i m . He s a y s h e l l o to 

t h e j u r y , the S p e c i a l P r o s e c u t o r and h i s t e a m and to Cindy b u t 

not a l a n c e at m e . He i n v o k e s the r u l e to a l l the sw^orn 

wi t n e s s e s . 

" M r . R i e n b e c k , p l e a s e b e g i n the s t a t e ' s c a s e . " he r a s p s 

into the m i c r o p h o n e . 

"The s t a t e c a l l s J e f f e r y S t e v e n s , " 

T h e S p e c i a l P r o s e c u t o r vjuides him the s t a n d a r d w i t n e s s 

q u e s t i o n s : n a m e , a g e , r e s i d e n c e and t h e n his i n v o l v e m e n t the 

drug b u s t at the V^ynne U n i t . L o u i s R i e n b e c k w a l k s h i m t h r o u g h 

the s e a r c h , c o n c l u d i n g w i t h h i s s h a k i n g a w r a p p e d p a i n t i n g . H e 

t e s t i f i e s t h a t a b a g g y f e l l o u t of the w r a p p e r and it 

c o n t a i n e d a ^ r e e n p o w d e r y s u b s t a n c e . H e s a y s he g a v e the 

to his s u p e r v i s o r S g t . S e m a n t o l . 

C i n d y s t a n d s , "Your h o n o r , m a y I a p p r o a c h the w i t n e s s ? " 

" C e r t a i n l y , h o n . . . M r s . T e d d o r , we are n o t f o r m a l in my 

c o u r t r o o m , y o u j u s t g o r i g h t a h e a d . " 

" T h a n k y o u , y o u r h o n o r . " 
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" M r . S t e v e n s , y o u ' v e b e e n a c o r r e c t i o n a l o f f i c e r for h o w 

m a n y y e a r s ? " 

"One y e a r . " 

"You t e s t i f i e d , that the y r e e n p o w d e r y s u b s t a n c e in a 

b a y g y f e l l o u t of a w r a p p e d p a i n t i n g ? " 

"Yes m a ' a m . " 

"How did you d e t e r m i n e the b a y g y b e l o n g e d to M r , L y o n ? " 

"It had h i s n a m e and n u m b e r on it." 

" Y o u ' r e t e l l i n g the j u r y t h a t the m a r i j u a n a w a s in a 

p a i n t i n g w i t h h i s n a m e and n u m b e r on it?" 

"Yes m a ' a m . " 

" O f f i c e r S t e v e n s , c o u l d you show the j u r y e x a c t l y h o w y o u 

f o u n d the p a i n t i n g w r a p p e d ? " 

She h a n d s the b r o w n w r a p p i n g p a p e r and the o i l p a i n t i n g to 

the o f f i c e r . 

T h i s m i g h t h a v e b e e n her f i r s t t r i a l b u t h e r r u s e w a s the 

s a m e used in the O . J . S i m p s o n t r i a l . If t h e b r o w n p a p e r d o n ' t 

fit y o u m u s t a c q u i t . 

O f f i c e r S t e v e n s w a s a n e w b o o t and a r o o k i e at g i f t 

w r a p p i n g as w e l l . He c o u l d n o t g e t the p a p e r to fit t h e 

p a i n t i n g in any m a n n e r . 

C i n d y m o v e s on," W h e r e w a s M r . L y o n w h e n y o u found t h i s 

w r a p p e d p a i n t i n g ? " 

"He w a s in the h a l l w a y . " 

"Pass the w i t n e s s , C i n d y s a y s , g l a n c i n g at the j u r o r and 

the w r a p p i n g p a p e r . 

L o u i s R i e n b e c k s t a n d s , r e m o v e s his j a c k e t p l a c e s it on the 

b a c k of his c h a i r . "A m o m e n t y o u r h o n o r . " 
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"Yes of c o u r s e . " 

He l e a n s in c l o s e to R u d i and J e r i , s t a n d s s t r a i y h t , 

r e v e a l i n g h i s b e l t b a d g e e n s e m b l e to t h e jury and a s k s : "Is it 

> o u r t e s t i m o n y t h a t the p a i n t i n g v;ith the b a ^ g y i n s i d e had 

M r . L y o n ' s n a m e on it?" 

"Yes s i r , it is." 

"Pass the w i t n e s s . " 

C i n d y s t a n d s , "No f u r t h e r ^luestions at t h i s t i m e , b u t I 

r e s e r v e the r i y h t to r e c a l l h i m . " 

The S p e c i a l P r o s e c u t o r c a l l s O f f i c e r L a t i s h d F l o w e r s to 

t h e stand and a s k s her a b o u t t h e s h a k e d o w n and t h e b a g ^ y of 

w e e d . 

Cindj/ s t a n d s a s k i n g O f f i c e r F l o w e r s , " Do you k n o w w h a t 

m a r i j u a n a l o o k s and s m e l l s l i k e ? " 

F l o w e r s t u r n s to the j u d g e and a s k s , "would I b e g e t t i n g 

a n y o n e into t r o u b l e if I a n s w e r t h i s ? " 

I am a w a k e n o w , m a y b e she and the w a r d e n are b l o w i n g 

d o o b i e s in t h e f r o n t o f f i c e . 

She s t a m m e r s , v^hile s t i l l l o o k i n g at J u d ^ e C a m p b e l l , 

"VJell my s i s t e r s m o k e s m a r i j u a n a so I k n o w w h a t it s m e l l s 

l i k e . " 

"Pass the w i t n e s s " 

"No f u r t h e r q u e s t i o n s , " s a y s C i n d y . 

The n e x t w i t n e s s w a s S g t . S e m a n t o l , the s u p e r v i s o r of t h e 

s h a k e d o w n . H e w a d d l e s to the stand w i t h h i s g e s k - s g u a d o u t f i t 

c o n t a i n i n g e v e r y k n o w n a t t a c h m e n t to h i s u t i l i t y b e l t , 

i n c l u d i n g an e m p t y g u n h o l s t e r . 
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A f t e r the S p e c i a l P r o s e c u t o r f i n i s h e s his q u e s t i o n s C i n d y 

a p p r o a c h e s the v i t n e s s . 

"Good a f t e r n o o n S g t . S e m a n t o i / do you k n o w w h a t m a r i j u a n a 

s m e l l s l i k e ? " 

"No" he s a y s . 

C i n d y w a s a l r e a d y on to her n e x t t h o u g h t w h e n h i s a n s w e r 

r e g i s t e r s , "you d o n ' t k n o w w h a t it s m e l l s like?" 

The S p e c i a l P r o s e c u t o r j u m p s u p , "Asked and a n s w e r e d . " 

" P l e a s e m o v e on M r s . T e d d o r . " 

"Did you find any o t h e r c o n t r a b a n d in the a r t s h o p ? " 

"Yes we found t o b a c c o p r o d u c t s . " 

"Did you c h a r g e M r . L y o n V7ith t h o s e ? " 

"No m a ' a m . " 

"Did you g i v e M r . l-yon a THC u r i n e t e s t ? " 

"No m a ' a m . " 

"Pass the w i t n e s s . " 

S t a n d i n g w i t h h i s f i n g e r t i p s on the t a b l e , the S p e c i a l 

P r o s e c u t o r s a y s , "No f u r t h e r q u e s t i o n s . T h e S t a t e r e s t s . " 

"We w i l l b r e a k for l u n c h , "says Jtidge C a m p b e l l. 

A f t e r s p e n d i n g two and o n e h a l f Viours in the g r a y room 

m u n c h i n y on my h o t l i n k s a n d w i c h , the t r i a l c o m m e n c e s a.jain. 

C i n d y s t a n d s and s a y s , "The d e f e n s e c a l l s R i c h a r d L y o n to 

the s t a n d . " 

C i n d y a d j u s t s h e r g l a s s e s , " W h a t w a s y o u r j o b w h e n y o u r 

w e r e a r r e s t e d ? " 

"T w a s the u n i t a r t i s t . T h e r e a r e t h r e e of u s in the s i g n 

s h o p . W e p a i n t s i g n s and p a i n t i n g s for T D C . M u c h of w h a t we 
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p a i n t is usF?d for fund r a i s i n g like at the? S h r i n n e r ' s B u r n 

C e n t e r h e r e in H u n t s v i l l e . 

I can p u t a plug in for good w i l l , as f e a r s h a s me 

t h i n k i n g c l e a r l y . 

C i n d y h a n d s m e the p a i n t i n g in q u e s t i o n and s a y s "Did y o u 

p a i n t t h i s ? " 

"No m a ' a m . " I r e p l y . 

"VJhere w e r e you w h e n they f o u n d the b a ^ g y of m a r i j u a n a ? " 

"I w a s in j a i l . " 

"i^hat do you m e a n by j a i l ? " 

"I w a s in prehearin^^ d e t e n t i o n , l o c k - u p . " 

"VJere y o u g i v e n a p r i s o n d i s c i p l i n a r y c a s e ? " 

"Yes m a ' a m . I w a s . " 

I k n o w C i n d y is t r y i n g to h a v e m e c o n n e c t w i t h the j u r y in 

a S y m p a t h e t i c m a n n e r . S h e w a n t s to a s k h o w I s a v e d B a m b i f r o m 

the f o r e s t f i r e but she p a s s e s m e to the S p e c i a l P r o s e c u t o r 

i n s t e a d , 

The H o n o r a b l e J u d g e C a m p b e l l d e l a y s my e n c o u n t e r w i t h the 

S p e c i a l P r o s e c u t o r by t a l k i n g o v e r my head to the j u r y . Ha 

s a y s , "I h a v e to a t t e n d the f u n e r a l t h i s a f t e r n o o n of Jud-^e 

E m e r t , w h o p a s s e d away on S a t u r d a y . Y o u a l l k n o w h i m , he s a t 

on t h i s b e n c h for forty y e a r s . " T h e jury n o d s in u n i s o n and so 

do I . Sad d a y , sad d a y . 

The m o r n i n g is c o o l and the g r a y r o o m s m e l l e d s t r o n g l y of 

p i n e - o i l . In the d i m l i g h t I t h o u g h t t h a t t h i s c o u l d b e 

j u d g m e n t d a y . L i s t e n i n g to t h e m a c h i n e r y of the c o u r t h o u s e h u m 

I s e n s e t h a t t h i s t r i a l as an e x t e n s i o n of L o u i s C . R i e n b e c k . 
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T h e e n t i r e b u i l d i n g , the v a n , the gray r o o m are h i s e l e m e n t / 

i n c l u d i n g C i n d y . P a r a n o i d ? L i k e l y , b u t I am f a c i n g life 

w i t h o u t p a r o l e , a g u i l t y v e r d i c t and e v e n a t w o - y e a r s e n t e n c e 

s t a c k e d is e s s e n t i a l l y life without, p a r o l e , Shadov/s p a s s the 

d o o r ' s w i n d o w and it o p e n s . 

" S h o w t i m e , " s a y s an o f f i c e r . I am d r e s s e d h a v i n g m a s t e r e d 

t h e h a l f - W i n d s o r , ready to face the S p e c i a l P r o s e c u t o r on h i s 

h o m e f i e l d . As I sit in the w i t n e s s b o x , L o u i s C . R i e n b e c k 

s t a n d s a d j u s t i n g h i s b a d g e a g a i n , if h e c o u l d c h e c k t h e b u l l e t s 

in h i s r e v o l v e r he w o u l d have s p u n t h e m in f r o n t of the jury to 

be s u r e they knew he w a s t h e only ^jood ^ u y . He w a l k s t o w a r d s 

m e . 

"How do you p r o n o u n c e y o u r l a s t n a m e ? " 

"Lyon" I s a y . 

" Y o u ' r e l y i n g ? " he s m i r k s . 

"Yes s i r . " 

The j u d ^ e l a u g h s , the j u r y l a u g h s . I ' v e h e a r d it b e f o r e , 

s t a r t w i t h a j o k e , the s i g n of a g o o d p u b l i c s p e a k e r . 

"I s h o u l d r e s t my c a s e n o w . " 

" M r . L y o n y o u t e s t i f i e d u n d e r o a t h in y o u r 1991 D a l l a s 

iriurder t r i a l and the j u r y f o u n d y o u g u i l t y is t h a t c o r r e c t ? 

"Yes s i r . " 

"VJhy s h o u l d t h e s e good p e o p l e of W a l k e r C o u n t y b e l i e v e y o u 

t o d a y ? " 

" O b j e c t i o n y o u r h o n o r . " C i n d y is s t a n d i n g h o l d i n g h e r h a l f 

g l a s s e s . 

J u d g e C a m p b e l l s l o w l y s a y s , " S u s t a i n e d , M r . R i e n b e c k 

i-.lease m o v e o n . " 
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T h e S p e c i a l P r o s e c u t o r / h o o k s h i s t h u m b in h i s b e l t 

swivelifiy at the w a i s t , s u r v e y s the j u r y up to my e y e s and t h e n 

b a c k a y a i n , and s a y s , "Pass the w i t n e s s . " 

C i n d y s t a n d s at the d e f e n s e t a b l e and a s k s , " M r . I.yon did 

you e v e r h a v e c a r e , custody' and c o n t r o l of the bag.jy of 

m a r i j u a n a ? " 

"No m a ' a m , I did n o t . " 

"Pass the w i t n e s s . " 

"No q u e s t i o n s . " 

" S t e p d o w n M r . L y o n , "says Jud^je C a m p b e l l . 

B i l l y P i l y r i m was a d e l i c a t e p a l e p u n k w h o w a s h i r e d by 

the old m a n Xiroodworker. T h e old m a n had b e e n on d e a t h row for 

p o s s e s s i o n of the r e p r o d u c t i v e or>jans of h i s v i c t i m s , b u t h i s 

s e n t e n c e had b e e n c o m m u t e d to l i f e . Billy w a s as c l o s e as he 

w o u l d y e t to a C u b S c o u t in h e r e . B i l l y and I n e v e r g o t 

a l o n ^ . S i n c e we had so few a t t o r n e y c l i e n t v i s i t s p r i o r to the 

t r i a l , I w a s not a b l e to l a c e C i n d y up on t h i s s i t u a t i o n . 

L e a n i n g c l o s e to C i n d y ' s d o w n c o v e r e d e a r , I whis^^ered 

"Why do y o u w a n t h i m ? " 

She b e n t f o r w a r d s e e m i n g to a d j u s t s o m e f i l e f o l d e r s in 

f r o n t of her on the t a b l e and s a i d , "he said he m a d e t h e 

f r a m e . " I f e l t t h a t a w f u l m i s t of s w e a t t h a t s u d d e n l y c o v e r s 

y o u r body w h e n t h a t ^ u a k e of fear r u m b l e s i n s i d e . 

B i l l y t o o k the s t a n d , g l a n c i n g a r o u n d t h e r o o m l o o k i n g at 

a l l the g u a r d s and the j u r ^ , b l i n k i n g away u n c e r t a i n t y . 

I p r a y e d . 

C i n d y w e n t throu^^h h i s j o b and s k i l l s in m a k i n g f r a m e s . 
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w h e r e he w o r k s and h o w he m o v e d the c o m p l e t e d f r a m e s f r o m h i s 

w o r k s h o p the s i ^ n s h o p . Ha t e l l s the j u r y t h a t he r e c a l l s 

m a k i n y t h i s f r a m e . 

"Pass the w i t n e s s . " s a y s , C i n d y . 

"A m i n u t e p l e a s e y o u r h o n o r . " s a y s the S p e c i a l P r o s e c u t o r . 

H e leans t o w a r d s R u d i and J e r i , b o t h d r e s s e d l i k e m a t c h i n g 

y o u n g R e p u b l i c a n s , in navy w i t h w h i t e s h i r t s , one w i t h a c l u b 

t i e , the o t h e r a p r i n t s c a r f . T h e y l i s t e n and nod in u n i s o n . 

L o u i s C . R i e n b e c k s t a n d s , p u t s on h i s j a c k e t w h i l e w a l k i n g 

t o w a r d s B i l l y P i l g r i m . 

He s t a n d s at an a n ^ l e t h a t b l o c k s us off f r o m the j u r y and 

p o i n t s to the p a i n t i n g and a s k s , "Did y o u m a k e t h i s f r a m e ? " 

Billy p r o u d l y , "yes s i r , T did " 

"Did y o u m a k e t h i s s t a s h b o x ? " 

"Yes s i r , I d i d . " 

The ^ r e a t i n v i n c i b l e S p e c i a l P r o s e c u t o r k n e w he heard t h a t 

c l i c k of the l a n d m i n e w h e n it a r m s itself b e f o r e e x p l o d i n g . 

Now he g r a c e f u l l y had to m u f f l e the e x p l o s i o n . 

F r o m h i s p o s i t i o n in f r o n t of the t w e l v e , he a s k e d , "So is 

t h i s y o u r m a r i j u a n a t o o ? " 

"No s i r . " B i l l y s m i l e d and w i t h a s m i r k t u r n e d t o w a r d s the 

j u r y . 

The S p e c i a l p r o s e c u t o r s a i d , " P a s s the w i t n e s s . " 

B i l l y P i l g r i m left the c o u r t r o o m w i t h o u t ever l o o k i n g 

b a c k . C i n d y s a y s , "The D e f e n s e r e s t s ;your h o n o r . " 

" M r . R i e n b e c k ? " 

"The S t a t e r e s t s . " 
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A f t e r ten m i n u t e s of c l o s i n g a r g u m e n t s C i n d y r e t u r n s to 

the t a b l e and s l a p s d o w n a s t a c k of p a p e r s . "They w o n ' t b u d g e 

on the jury i n s t r u c t i o n . It is s l a n t e d t o w a r d s g u i l t , it h a s 

e v e r y c h a r g e f r o m g r o w i n g p o t to m a r i j u a n a o i l s a l e s , I did the 

b e s t I could/ b u t t h i s is his c o u r t . " 

I w a s in the g r a y r o o m . T h e g u a r d s t o s s e d m e a j o h n n i e 

bag lunch landin;^ w i t h a d a m p thud on the wood b e n c h . It w a s 

e l e v e n f i f t e e n . I l o o s e n the tie and s l i p o u t the r o s a r y f r o m 

my p o c k e t as a c o m f o r t w h i l e I w a i t . P a c i n g b a c k and f o r t h in 

t h i s ^ray c a v e c o n s u m e s t h r e e h o u r s w h e n I s e e s h a d o w s in t h e 

tiny w i n d o w . T h e d o o r o p e n s . 

"It's s h o w t i m e . " s m i l e s o n e of the g u a r d s . 

I a d j u s t my t i e a y a i n , s].ip on my j a c k e t , run my f i n g e r s 

t h r o u g h my h a i r and w a l k o u t w i t h t h e m . 

"You a r e n ' t g o i n g to b e any t r o u b l e , a r e y o u ? " 

"No s i r , I a l r e a d y h a v e a life s e n t e n c e , i s n ' t t h a t e n o u g h 

for ^ o u ? " 

"You s h o u l d n ' t be c o m m i t t i n g c r i m e s in p r i s o n " the o t h e r 

o n e s a y s , " L e t ' s go t h e y ' r e w a i t i n g on u s . " 

A s w e m o v e our in the b r i g h t sunli.jht, I b l i n k and s e e 

t h a t room n o w is f i l l e d w i t h d e p u t i e s and s e v e r a l s u i t s I h a v e 

n o t s e e n b e f o r e and m a n y m o r e T D C g u a r d s . W h e n we r e a c h the 

-jate C i n d y ^ r a b s my e l b o w and l e a d s m e to t h e t a b l e . O n c e w e 

a r e s e a t e d she t u r n s to f a c e m e , h e r h a n d t o u c h e s the e d g e of 

my f i n d e r as it r e s t s on the t a b l e . H e r e y e s a r e tired and 

f r a n t i c " W e l l they r e a c h e d t h e i r v e r d i c t . " 

T h a t w a s q u i c k , iced tea and che<=seburgers for t w e l v e and 
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a v e r d i c t in t h r e e h o u r s . " T h a t w a s q u i c k , is t h a t y o o d ? " 

K n o w i n g the a n s w e r , I vStill had to a s k . 

N e u t r a l l y she s a y s , " W e ' l l find o u t s o o n . " 

A s we all stand I g l a n c e o v e r to the jury b o x as it f i l l s , 

t r y i n g to read t h e i r f a c e s . A l l I see is the c l e a r c o l o r s 

o u t s i d e the windov/s b e h i n d t h e m , the b l u e s and g r e e n s b r o k e n by 

the f l a s h e s of the w h i t e and gray b a r k . In s t a l k s W i l l i a m 

C a m p b e l l t r a i l i n g b l a c k . 

" M r s . T e d d o r , i s the d e f e n s e r e a d y for the v e r d i c t and 

s e n t e n c i n g p h a s e ? " 

"Yes y o u r h o n o r . " 

" M r . R i e n b e c k , i s the s t a t e r e a d y ? " 

"Yes s i r . " 

" M s . P e t e r s o n , is she h e r e ? " 

A t w e n t y - y e a r old b o t t l e b l o n d s t a n d s , "Yes y o u r h o n o r I 

am h e r e . " 

"Do y o u h a v e the p e n p a c k e t on M r . L y o n ? " 

" Y e s , y o u r h o n o r . " 

The j u d g e l o o k s a r o u n d the room s p y i n g the q u i e t a u d i e n c e 

and s a y s , " T h i s r e m i n d s m e of a j o k e I heard r e c e n t l y ; "Give a 

m a n a f i s h and h e ' l l e a t f o r a d a y , t e a c h a T e x a n to fish and 

h e ' l l sit in a b o a t and d r i n k b e e r a l l d a y . " 

R e a l l a u y h t e r b r e a k s o u t . 

I s m i l e . I s u r e h o p e t h a t the b l a d e on the g u i l l o t i n e is 

s h a r p , as I'd h a t e to h e a r h i s f o l l o w - u p . I try n o t to t h i n k 

as B a l i f f V«Jeary w a l k s to the j u r y f o r e m a n for the v e r d i c t . 

D o e s C i n d y a l r e a d y k n o w t h e v e r d i c t ? Is s h e standin.^ c l o s e to 
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coinforb m e or did W e a r > v^ive her the t h r o a t s l a s h s i g n a l t h a t I 

m i s s e d ? P e r h a p s everj'one in the r o o m k n o w s b u t m e . Why w o u l d 

the H u n t s v i l l e I t e m n e w s p a p e r be h e r e if they w e r e n ' t y o i n y to 

c o n v i c t ? T h e r e a r e a fev; s i t u a t i o n s w h e r e f e a r h a s to be 

r e s t r a i n e d to the m o v e m e n t of y o u r f i n y e r s , t h i s w a s one of 

t h e m . 

"Be s e a t e d . " s a y s J u d ^ e C a m p b e l l . 

Cindy and I r e m a i n s t a n d i n g . 

" P l e a s e hand y o u r v e r d i c t to the b a l i f f . " 

W e a r y t a k e s t h e p a c k e t of p a p e r s to the j u d ^ e w h o t h e n 

f l i p s to the f i n a l pa^^e and h a n d s it b a c k to W e a r y . The b a l i f f 

h a n d s it b a c k to the f o r e m a n . 

" P l e a s e read the v e r d i c t . " 

T h e f o r e m a n , a t h i r t y y e a r old a r c h i t e c t in a tweed 

s p o r t s c o a t s p e a k s c l e a r l y taut s o f t l y , "For tVie c h a r g e as s t a t e d 

in t h e i n d i c t m e n t , p o s s e s s i o n of a c o n t r o l l e d s u b s t a n c e in a 

p e n a l i n s t i t u t i o n , w e find the d e f e n d a n t R i c h a r d A b o o d L y o n , 

n o t g u i l t y . " 

All T h e a r is a r u s h i n g s o u n d w h i c h I a s s u m e is blood in 

my b r a i n . I t u r n t o w a r d s the j u r o r s and s i l e n t l y t h a n k t h e m as 

e a c h look at m e . Vvfhen I t u r n back to C i n d y , h e r e y e s a r e 

f i l l i n g w i t h t e a r s , I s h a k e her h a n d , t e a r s s p i l l d o w n h e r . 

c h e e k s . S h e m a d e h i s t o r y t h i s w a s the f i r s t a c q u i t t a l of a 

t^risoner in W a l k e r C o u n t y . E v e r . In her f i r s t c a s e w i t h S t a t e 

c o u n s e l she had b e a t e n the g r e a t S p e c i a l P r o s e c u t o r L o u i s 

C . R i e n b e c k . He w a l k s o v e r to C i n d y , p l a c e s h i s b a c k to me and 

s a y s , "I m a d e y o u r c a s e for y o u , good luck in the f u t u r e . " and 

w a l k s a w a y . 
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W h e n I t u r n a r o u n d o n l y two ^iuards s t o o d v/ith t h e i r h a n d s 

on the r a i l i n g , T a s k Cindy/ " p l e a s e g e t m e a c o p y of the 

v e r d i c t b e f o r e I l e a v e , " 

She n o d d e d her h e a d . I am lead q u i e t l y b a c k to the g r a y 

r o o m to c h a n g e b a c k into w h i t e s and s h a c k l e s . 

C i n d y w a i t s w h i l e I c l i n k tov;ards the b a c k s t a i r c a s e 

a ^ a i n . S h e p l a c e s a r o l l of p a p e r s in my h a n d s . S h e s m i l e s 

w i t h D a v e N i e l at h e r s h o u l d e r . M y e n c o u n t e r w i t h the S p e c i a l 

P r o s e c u t o r e n d s s u d d e n l y and q u i e t l y . On t h e w a y b a c k to my 

l i f e s e n t e n c e , the v a n is v^uiet as well/ no G o l d e n C o u n t r y sing 

alon^^ t h i s t i m e . T h e C o n n e c t i c u t Y a n k e e s u r v i v e s a T e x a s 

C o u r t . 

W o r d C o u n t 5 1 5 0 . 


