sometimes best to start beginning, but I'll
skip the trial g got me a

instead on this trial in Walke

oldest business, the Texas Department

courtroom death warrants are issued

women and the mentally compromised. I was not facing

no, my charge was much more mundane. I was charged

- ~ P ~ o I~ - N
a controlled substance,

v £ ) 58 . o e e
1 ¢ ILESfound guil 1t)/ this

added, "stacked," nto to the end of my life sentence.

never > parole.

T A W Q e e |
ng tctne v peCila:l
=)

=
w

re: not going e mpensated for labor
a comfortable job, I stu 2d upon one.

O e (o P, :
mucecnh likerit 12




result of a surprise shakedov £ S ieds t shop, I am
with possessi OFf Sar 19| 1ce of marijuana. A

shakedown 1s typice y e resu v a snitch-note

informing an officer that contraband exi: Officers encircl

the shakedown area wcarinu latex gloves str1pginu prisoners,
searching clothing and then their lockers. I am not present
when an officer finds a baggy of marijuana. The guards have
me handcuffed in the building major's office
Prison officials are allowed to stack more prison time
onto a prior sentence for certain offenses, this was one of
them. I am sitting in a gray tiled room with a stainless steel
toilet/sink combination. In this tiny humid pine-0il scented
room there are eleven prisoners. We have been indicted, now
the machinery of justice will grind us down. The smell of sour
chili fills the room as the fluorescent fixture flickers in the
corner. A steel ) separates us from an outer dressi
at eye level glows an index-card sized
glumly on the ‘ -mounted wood bench facing
more time in prison.
Each of us arrives in separate white ns originating from
the many prisons in the Huntsville area. We are all
Seven administrative
prisoners are wearing white jumpers with no
the front, with soft rubber soles black canvas shoes I here
we call these shoes "winoes B the shuffling feet of the

drunk-tank. One guy paces

grumbling about the stacked 25-years 1hatiw One Ad-Seg.

=




prisoner icted for possession of a

stamp from a postal

a ]
population
& &

wait the

with the Sta

ofifers' trom

just a mean guy

He and his team prosecute inmates for

incarcerated.

offer,

in \_,'uilt.

~c11 1 4
result

The key clicks in the lock, the mutte

for'us to come ou 4 ds 'cuf e

large sunny

2ar o0ld wowan

)GCK 3T over

my cuffed han

offered from

She whispers.

1T 4 ' &~
il atiis o

"Can trial %

jury
a "baby lawyer",
beginning

I respond, "it will be my

with

brown

which

to practice

second,

Al of
meeting
lea agreen
Prosecutor,

3

unlimited

Sitting across

shoulder

Py =8 T +
means i o

This 'will@be

sl sget




While Cindy holds plea agreement I sign the not guillty

section, moving both hands in tandem, creating a mark on the

Our legyal visits end as guickly as they began, we

to the gray room. Nine had signed the guilty section of

plea ac ne ccepting the additional senten from the

Special Prosecutor. Stampboy had also pled 2 duileyvadnd

will be scheduled for trial with me sometim ex onth
was quiet and musky, everyone knew the

o

will be no trial, just a new time-sheet

ffle ;and clink across the : Zilelake ali

spacious third floor courtroom. Alonc ' e sides are floor

TO

ceiling windows which open onto the branches of the white bark

plane trees framing Courthouse Sguare. Surrounding the
courthouse are commercial buildings, housing the Pris
The guards hold our elbows as
a back stairwell

1 At ~h=a1n h o~ S| . -~ .= 9 : e - 2 N ~ P ManAa
Led cha N 2 i 3 | ng out nandas

son Museum,

landing and then I think these are the same

pushing cuffed prisone

two who had refused

s rht g
\_,llt\,’“

jangling chain's echo 2asSes one we reach the ground

AN o : = beh iy ol iy P £ N B A T e
opens. . . , C - @lbows are plncnedad as

we




times
acutor

) S €

.
o

old
Bre

\-J A=
al

A
tLiovLy
Z
+he
v
_;
A

.Ou
180Nner
~11+
out
wnen

to

N
o
-

.d

£1

wa il
4
v
1 >~
YO
O

b

ea

S
“

»l—l.x
Jm‘p
irn

lass-
1t
uns .
e
vl G AN
-~ 4=
W L C

(9}

=
S
o

v
LT ult

N e o
ji1 CTWO
A1 y
vl = T, Y
W€

AXoug(
ad

4
Ci
Cr




"What

ams

1

rooit,
slsz

acor

114
O
LicC

©
S
0]
=
=)

Erow.
Sy

e
LU
npt

having
21 A
Ve
TR o
I
+ ¢
ccel

ana

2L
campol
a

i
two

4+
Al .
-
o)

notc

QOK
filan

)
4o
15
L‘u

)
1 B
11

~
w




caarr

-]

NS e

P | + ~n
Keleton

1

~
c
—
—
U]
Q

and
I by
osecutor,

3

rrounaedad

stands
Y\r

tiona

sSu
a

whi

0alCkK
directly

1




prisoners coimmnit crime

1o e

N3 oA S N 1 ,
Cindy tocuses

law to show
burden of establi

recitinc

ament by

room cl
iy cour
honor

v

ATl YOUr

them

elbow

lawye

h Y ol

1Ay e
judge
LecCk,

Stands.

of evidence an
and control

NS S R anlh P SR
SesSslot She closes

rent definition

exXcu

Camrhal
canmpoel

ssure you the all

fessional ma

choru

old lady per

dANsSwe
his discuss
that

L‘iir"j

several

slaim-dunk

work

toyether




S

1LSCUEs

stand

moc
" - +
ISy v

Cail

nave

“

YO
1
-

1

ms

v

ar
-~
L~

-

you
“'..‘ }: I

9

wne

i

SP0OX
olCO

ome oudc
afes

CO

nm

1ea

Nlave

Se

£y
cila

< 1
M
MY

yOou
!

pLEOV1c
50

as




~

suited

P i

as

7
w

-

~
e

o
Lo e

nten

se
eets

-
2a

aiie
~11 1 A
UL d
nA

staind

5 5

S
W

=
4
= =
= 0
0

-~ (' am W~
calipoe
b
sighes.
jactes,

K was
e wood s

-

&
cae

noe

Rie

COrNnee s




lve

O

inv

[=3

)
T

>
=
v

INVOKEE
S

me,

1§




T
Layygy

rname

(e 1
ound

same

any
moves 0O

. ]
Ixt,lﬁ\’ Feltl

getermine

and

the

and

could

wrappea

provn w

olps

mar

Where

you

Wacs

S

show

-
ma

the

- 1
crla

arijuana

pa 1nti nyg

but her ruse was

brown paper don'
atc k_jlft

he

4-
v

CA,)




>

smells

~ ol
S

T

4
1

-~

caiiliers

+




Prosecutor finishes
approac
afternoon Sgt. Semantol, do you know what marijuana
S
Mo jih
Cindy was already on | he next thouy his answer
sters. "you don't know what
The Special Prosecutor junmps "Asked and answered."
"Please move on Mrs.
UDidE yvousfind fanyslothens ¢ in ‘the art fshopil
we ‘found tobacco products.!
"Did you charge
YNo matam.!"
nbig
"No ma
"Pass
Standing withsuha
p]

Prosecutoer says, "No fu ) ¥ 10 f >tbate res

"We will break for inct says Judge Campbell.

spending two and ne half SN the gray room

ing on my hotlink sandwich, the trial commences

N g D ~ - vy /e~ ~ ~ s - x A P A~ g - - D a ~Wh =
(,1110] stands and S5ays, "The defense calls Richard

glasses, "What was your job when your
were arres

the unit artist. There

shop. We paint igns and painting




paint is 1€ i 2ot Shrinner's Burn

-

Center

and says "Did
tam. "
were you when they £ N the bayyy of marijuana?
100 ]l 5

you mean

I know C 1 LS lng to have me connect with the

sympathetic inn > wants to K ow I saved Bambi £

forest | 31 D D asSse S slemtosrhne @ PR EOSecuton

ASSed awvay

for forty years.

Sad day.

machinery T the courthouse hum

Rienbeck.




1ome

re buildin gray room

U
=

Cindy aranoid? ely,. but I am fa

T

a two
ife without parol
window a

v d 1 e " 3y - < e 5 4 . P - 3 1o
nowclie, S B 8L o 2SS E ina s

o L T i e
L-W1lnaso

"ield.

agjuscing

wra 1l - NTT D
wWalkKs tTOwd

v Iaiil

T vwwrn»m Ve - P = o v A
Lyon you CS unager
SR S (R ) PR e S /a3 At
,al and the Y found
)

Sir.'

should these

"Objection your

m

} ot e Sl SV e Sl s e i 8
LJU(c\__Jr.‘ Canmnpd 1t hluf.vlz says, "Sustalned,

move on."




again,

Cind
2Ver

uana’

NT ol A paim
WNO Iia

O0dwWo

sen

vrey 11 1
wou

AT
aown

warda see

he table
frame - fe hat U 118 of swexs | , suddern
your bodj : juake of fear rumbles

around he om looking at

el e e R R PR NG T
guaras an » [ 1 D ,‘,i_l::\'lflu aw

;_.Jf(]‘ji?(i .

MN1nA resv hvym1r o] : L i - % T Wk e S ek}
Cinady wentc thr Oouy { ; ) i { 1N makKkil fr aimes ,




ind how he moved t ompleted wmes from his

recalls

C et oo
vpellal

He leans

youny Republ

in unison.

~ 111 n
wa L r\ll.‘\_}

points
proud

ou maj

R -1
Sinirx

rosecutor
oom without
Ttshyounr thonor "
WM

T o
'"The




y 3=
i o

an

4 e

ar

D

C

=

o

SN0

8]

Si

nmov

1

re

W




onor

geivie

v
4

neara

£

n
oke I
L1OW—-lUpUe.

(P
¢

—

ne

sine
arouna

black.
the

e
P
s

3
Ks1
™~ 1

YOK S

4
or ;18
yea
o
eady

ing
—yE

three
i
3d
I~
e

SCoe

i
Ted
2 1

- il =
Ny
ai

L1y

al
Y

Neutr
Twe
T
1ndy

0o
~
()




comfort me throat

room Knows

T 4 A
Loeill

are : ‘2w situations wher

Lot voursfinger:

Campbell.
11Ny .
balif

to

the
paper

nd hands it
enman .

difotTy

sports

curn

her

1ake

) : ¢
cill s

Pyvory
Lver

e PN S T S
nesgreac opec

CONCLndY)

ver place

laYe
O

says for you, go luck

cr = - o
wa l. Koo

away .

*hard

~

5 QO

-
=)

i

o T ds
CNatT
wrn11 1 A
wouid

ing

F l ~ wacoc ~ 7 S
this was one

A
.

thank them as

eyes are

aown naer

acgui

ST CaSeE

secutor Louis

- = «1 - ) »y N
DaCK TO me ana

his

the future." and




a

around only ¢ty

clink tov




