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"Yeah, but that's fantasy, this is D and D [Dungeons and Dragons]." --Some guys here need to learn to separate their fantasy
lives from their real lives. I'll just let you reflect on the quote. If you were a 25 year old Brooke Shields, would you date that

guy? ]

“Trojan Man!!!"-- The football game between Ohio State and Michigan State is coming to a close. The large number of Ohio
State fans are understandably upset since an Ohio State loss will knock. them out of the National Championship race. One of
my least favorite guys here jumps up in front of the TV (Perhaps mommy didn't pay him enough attention), and begins bouncing
around with chants of "Trojan Man" in a manner similar to the condom ad that aired on TV years back. Only
problem....Michigan State's mascot is the Spartans. Not the Trojans.

- report to Education." --This would be _ the 82 year old man here on child pornography charges. Rather than
just take his computer away and tell him he couldn't use one for the rest of his life, he's here after facing a mandatory minimum
5 year sentence. | thought he'd been given a waiver on his GED, but | guess he's now going to class t onit. And he
won't getit. I'm a huge fan of education for those folks that want it, need it, and are likely to use it. Mr. meets few of these
qualifications. Rather than stretch the prison's already limited resources on him, why not just give that attention to someone
else? Oh, and send him home.

i you got yo' smooth on. You know how to do time."- This quote came from a member of my GED class. This guy is in
the middle of his third prison bit (two federal, one state) and was impressed at my seemingly non-plussed, relaxed way of
carrying myself through the day (Not to worry. This duck might look relaxed on the water's surface. Trust me, the legs are
paddling furiously underneath to keep it together.) So who knew. Apparently | know how to do time. Can | put this on my
resume'?

i you got another bit in you."-- Same guy as above. Same conversation. Not to worry. | might be able to "do time," but |
don't have another bit [prison stint] in me and won't do another one.

“Your friends back at home are going to have more respect for you since you did fed time instead of state time."--Excuse me?
My friends back home don't know much about prison, much less the nuances between a federal charge and a state charge. If
they're impressed that | did 85% of my sentence at a federal institution instead of 50% of my sentence at a state one, I'll be very
surprised. My friends will respect me for having survived, come home, and gotten my act back together.

"It's his house and his rules. I'm just visiting." --This is a line I've heard, adopted, | often use under my breath with friends when
someone else flagrantly disrespects everyone here, and | don't say anything or do anything. Yes, talking loudly in the TV room,
cutting the chow line, and other examples of "disrespect” might get you stabbed or beaten at another prison, but Elkton isn't a
"real prison." The guys usually showing the disrespect are the entitled types who have been in other prisons and ought to know
better. But, they have problems with rules, authority types, and common courtesy shown in a normal society. In short, they
thinkw‘hey own Mé;’ia(‘e’ Let them own the place. | can't afford the trouble that comes with pushing back. After all, "I'm just
visiting."

"It's hotter now [5 PM] because the sun's closer to the earth." - Someone | know overheard this and shared it. | guess one guy
took a look at how much smaller the noonday sun is compared to the setting sun on the horizon and figured out that the
afternoon sun is closer to the earth and that's why it's so much hotter in the afternoon. Huh?

"Don't start none and won't be none"- As in "If you don't start any trouble, there won't be any trouble." This quadruple negative
might be one of my favorite mantras around here. In essence, a good rule to live by.

"Can | get some of that [stolen] cheese?" "Yeah, give me 5 minutes to go pray [on Muslim prayer rug in cube], and I'll get you
some."- This one is basically self-explanatory. One inmate passing another is asked for some stolen cheese from the kitchen.
The second inmate will get the cheese after he gets his spiritual life in order. I'l let you make you own inferences about my
views on this one.

"Dude, them niggas in Atlanta got some grills that be off da chain"- For over one hour, | sat at commissary and listened to 4
guys somehow fill this time (an hour!!l) with a round-and-round conversation [with nothing new added after about 3 minutes]
about the quality/color/pros/cons of various gold teeth covers. [ tried to read the issue of _Science_ that | had brought with me.










































