
E d u c a t e Me- P l e a s e 

O n l y in a p r i s o n e n v i r o n m e n t w i l l y o u see p r o g r a m s that h a v e 

b e e n p r o v e n s u c c e s s f u l s c a l e d b a c k or d i s c o n t i n u e d a l t o g e t h e r . 

Such is the sad s t o r y w i t h h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n for p r i s o n e r s . 

A c c o r d i n g to s t a s t i c s p r i s o n e r h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n has one of the 

m o s t m e a s u r a b l e and p o s t i v e e f f e c t s on r e h a b i l i t a t i o n and r e e n t r y 

than all o t h e r p r o g r a m s c o m b i n e d . 

E d u c a t i o n B e h i n d B a r s , a m o n t h l y j o u r n a l d e d i c a t e d to i s s u e s 

c o n c e r n i n g p r i s o n e r e d u c a t i o n / r e p o r t s t h a t / " p r i s o n e r s who o b t a i n 

AA d e g r e e s r e c i d i v a t e (come b a c k to p r i s o n ) a t a r a t e of 13.7 

p e r c e n t A w h i l e t h o s e w i t h a b a c h e l o r ' s d e g r e e r e c i d i v a t e at a rate 

of 5.6 p e r c e n t / a n d t h o s e w i t h a M a s t e r ' s d e g r e e r e c i d i v a t e at a 

r a t e of O p e r c e n t . " N o w c o m p a r e this w i t h the t h r e e y e a r a v e r a g e 

r e c i d i v i s m r a t e that is w e l l o v e r 50 p e r c e n t and you w o u l d t h i n k 

that e v e r y p u b l i c p o l i c y o f f i c i a l / e d u c a t o r / a n d p o l i t i c i a n in 

A m e r i c a w o u l d be on his or her s o a p box s t r e s s i n g the b e n e f i t s 

of i n m a t e e d u c a t i o n . N o t o n l y as a r e h a b i l i t a t i o n t o o l / b u t a c r i m e 

f i g h t i n g o n e ! U n f o r t u n a t e l y t h a t ' s not the c a s e . 

I can p e r s o n a l l y t e s t i f y to the t r a n s f o r m a t i v e p o w e r of e d u c a t i o n 

b e h i n d b a r s . I e n t e r e d p r i s o n a 8th g r a d e d r o p o u t w h o had n e v e r 

a t t e n d e d even one d a y of h i g h s c h o o l . H o w e v e r / o n c e I found m y s e l f 

e n t a n g l e d w i t h i n the soul c r u s h i n g , h u m a n i t y s t e a l i n g jaws of the 

c r i m i n a l j u s t i c e s y s t e m . I r e a l i z e d that if I w a s ever to h a v e a 

a n y c h a n c e at r e d e m p t i o n or to s a l v a g e w h a t w a s left of my life 

I w a s g o i n g to h a v e to t r a v e l a c o m p l e t e l y new r o a d . A n d that 

e d u c a t i o n w o u l d be the road m a p to get me t h e r e . W i t h t h i s t h o u g h t 

in m i n d I had to a t t a c k m y i n i t i a l s t a t e of i g n o r a n c e d e l i b e r a t e l y 

and m e t i c u l o u s l y l i k e the CDC w o r k i n g to e x t r a d i t e a d e a d l y p l a g u e , 

and m a k e no m i s t a k e a b o u t it i g n o r a n c e is d e a d l y . T h e late M y l e s 

M u n r o e s a i d : 

" I g n o r a n c e ! I t is the m o s t d e s t r u c t i v e f o r c e t h i s w o r l d 
k n o w s . I t c a u s e s w a r s , p o v e r t y , f e a r and w o r r y . I t a l s o 
d e s t r o y s the l i v e s of m i l l i o n s of p e o p l e - D e a d l i e r than 
a n y f o r c e of e v i 1 , i g n o r a n c e is the n u m b e r one e n e m y of 
l i f e . " 



And w h i l e that has a l w a y s b e e n t r u e , i t is even m o r e so t o d a y . T o 

be a l i v e in t h i s d a y and age w i t h o u t a h e a l t h y a m o u n t of r e l e v a n t 

k n o w l e d g e to d r a w from is just like w a l k i n g d o w n the m i d d l e of 

the i n t e r s t a t e b l i n d - f o l d e d . A n a c c i d e n t w a i t i n g to h a p p e n . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s the h i g h t e r I p r o g r e s s e d in my e d u c a t i o n the 

c r a z i e r t h i n g s got b u r e a u c r a t i c a l l y . F o r s t a r t e r s a l t h o u g h the 

S t a t e of T e x a s has 20 to 30 A s s o c i a t e d e g r e e p r o g r a m s o f f e r e d by 

v a r i o u s c o m m u n i t y c o l l e g e s s p r e a d o u t t h r o u g h o u t t h e i r 111 p r i s o n s . 

W h e n it c o m e s to t h o s e s e e k i n g b a c h e l o r ' s d e g r e e s t h e i r are o n l y 

two p r o g r a m s o f f e r r e d / o n e B e h a v i o r S c i e n c e p r o g r a m from the 

U n i v e r s i t y of H o u s t o n - C l e a r L a k e / a n d one B u s s i n e s s D e g r e e from 

T e x a s A&M U n i v e r s i t y k l n m a t e s a n y w h e r e in the s t a t e w i s h i n g to 

p e r s u e a b a c h e l o r ' s d e g r e e h a v e to w a i t for c l a s s r o o m s p a c e to 

b e c o m e a v a i l a b l e and s e e k a t r a n s f e r to o n e of the two p r i s o n s 

that h a v e t h e s e p r o g r a m s . T h e r e is a l s o a s i n g l e m a s t e r d e g r e e 

p r o g r a m a l s o p r o v i d e d by U of H C l e a r Lake for the e n t i r e 1 5 0 , 0 0 0 

p l u s p r i s o n p o p u l a t i o n . 

B a c k in 2008 t h e r e w a s four b a c h e l o r ' s d e g r e e p r o g r a m s o f f e r r e d 

and I w a s f o r t u n a t e to b e g i n w o r k i n g t o w a r d a B.S in S o c i o l o g y 

t h r o u g h Sam H o u s t o n U n i v e r s i t y . B u t t h r e e c l a s s e s into my d e g r e e the 

p r o g r a m c a u g h t the axe due to b u d g e t c u t S / a n o t h e r o f f e r r e d by Sul 

R o s s U n i v e r s i t y s o o n c a u g h t the b l o w as w e l l / l e a v i n g the two 

p r o g r a m s m e n t i o n e d a b o v e . 

How r i d i c u l o u s is t h a t ? A x the p r o g r a m s that w o r k and s p e n d a 

m i n t on t h o s e that d o n ' t . A n o t h e r f a c t o r t h a t p r e v e n t s t h e s e 

p r o g r a m s from h a v i n g a l l the s u c c e s s t h e y are c a p a b l e of is d u e 

to the fact t h a t i n m a t e s a r e n ' t a l l o w e d to r e c e i v e g r a n t s are 

s t u d e n t l o a n s . M e a n i n g m o s t i n m a t e s l o o k i n g to p e r s u e a b a c h e l o r ' s 

or M a s t e r ' s d e g r e e h a v e to foot the b i l l t h e m s e l v e s a v i r t u a l l y 

i n s u r m o u n t a b l e t a s k e s p e c i a l l y w i t h o u t a s o u r c e of i n c o m e . A n d to 

add i n j u r y to i n s u l t the p r i s o n s y s t e m is w e l l a w a r e that m a j o r i t y 

of the i n m a t e s in s t a t e p r i s o n c o m e from low e c o n o m i c b a c k g r o u n d s , 

yet t h e s e m e n are e x p e c t e d to try to find a w a y to p a y $684 per 

c l a s s for b a c h e l o r c l a s s e s / a n d $ 1 , 1 4 0 for M a s t e r c l a s s e s per c l a s s , 

per s e m e s t e r . 



I c u r r e n t l y know over a d o z e n men on the u n i t w h o w o u l d be in.., the i 

M a s t e r ' s d e g r e e p r o g r a m if they are their f a m i l i e s c o u l d a f f o r d 

the e l e v e n - h u n d r e d d o l l a r s a s e m e s t e r c l a s s e s - B u t , w h y put o b s t a c l e s 

up to p r e v e n t i n m a t e s from p u t t i n g t h e m s e l v e s in the b e s t p o s s i b l e 

p o s i t i o n to s u c c e s s f u l l y r e i n t e r g r a t e b a c k into s o c i e t y and b e c o m e 

a c o n t r i b u t i n g m e m b e r ? 

My own q u e s t for h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n has b e e n a t o r t u o u s j o u r n e y / I 

r e c e n t l y had to d r o p my c l a s s e s for the 2014 W i n t e r s e m e s t e r as 

I w a s n ' t a b l e to come up w i t h the m o n e y to p a y for my c o u r s e s b e f o r e 

the d r o p d a t e - W i t h 9 c l a s s e s r e m a i n i n g to c o m p l e t e my d e g r e e , ! h a v e 

b e c o m e s o m e w h a t d e j e c t e d a b o u t my c h a n c e s of h a v i n g the m o n e y 

n e c e s s a r y to do s o . 

And I am b u t one of the m u l t i d u d e of i n t e l l e c t u a l l y h u n g r y m e n 

and w o m e n b e h i n d p r i s o n w a l l s . M e n and w o m e n w h o are c o n s t a n t l y 

f i n d i n g it h a r d e r and h a r d e r to do w h a t t h e y w e r e s u p p o s e d l y 

i m p r i s o n e d to d o ; R e h a b i 1 i a t e t h e m s e l v e s and b e c o m e p r o d u c t i v e / 

law a b i d i n g m e m b e r s of s o c i e t y . 


