
"Vengeance is mine." 
"Stay out of this/ God!" 

Over 150 y e a r s ago/ l i t e r a r y and p h i l o s o p h i c a l icon/ F y o d o r 
Dostoyevsky/ w r o t e : "The d e g r e e of c i v i l i z a t i o n in a s o c i e t y can 
be judged by e n t e r i n g its p r i s o n s . " However/ today/ few k n o w w h a t 
h a p p e n s w i t h i n the c o n f i n e s of the h i g h walls/ or l e t h a l e l e c t r i c 
fences s u r r o u n d i n g m o d e r n p r i s o n s . So/ t h o s e m a i n t a i n i n g p r i s o n s 
rely on w e l l g r o o m e d m a s t e r s in p u b l i c relations/ - w h o are 
c a r e f u l not to a f f r o n t s o c i e t y ' s e x p e c t a t i o n s / to c a r r y t h e i r 
messages/ and a s s u r a n c e s . 

In reality/ by D o s t o y e v s k y ' s measure/ c i v i l i z a t i o n of t o d a y ' s 
s o c i e t y is l i t t l e w o r t h y of p a t r i o t i c pride* At 5% of the w o r l d ' s 
population/ the U n i t e d S t a t e s h o u s e s 25% of the w o r l d ' s 
p r i s o n e r s , and d i s g r a c e f u l l y l e a d s all c i v i l i z e d n a t i o n s in 
p u n i s h i n g old men to deaths On any g i v e n day/ one can see 
t h o u s a n d s of old men l i m p i n g about p r i s o n y a r d s w i t h canes/ 
walkers/ and w h e e l c h a i r s . Y o u n g e r men b e a r i n g the y o k e of 
b r u t a l l y long s e n t e n c e s / are p e r m e a t e d in r a n c o r and 
c o n d e s c e n s i o n / a s s u r i n g p o l a r i z a t i o n / by g u a r d s like f a r m e r s 
c u l t i v a t i n g their c r o p s . W h i l e f a r m e r s d e l i v e r t h e i r c r o p s to the 
market/ p r i s o n s d e l i v e r their h a r d e n e d p r o d u c t s b a c k into 
s o c i e t y . By no d e f i n i t i o n could this be d e f i n e d as c i v i l i z e d . 

Beyond being the l a u g h i n g s t o c k of o t h e r c i v i l i z e d n a t i o n s / 
p e r v e r s e r e a s o n can be f o u n d . S h a m e f u l l y / U . S . i n c a r c e r a t i o n h a s 
b e c o m e an e c o n o m i c b o n a n z a with r e p o r t s of as m u c h as $80 + 
b i l l i o n d o l l a r s in the a n n u a l p u n i s h m e n t m o t h e r l o d e . D e f e n d i n g 
m a s s i v e p r i s o n b u d g e t s , spin d o c t o r s i n s t i l l fear/ l i k e f o x e s 
assuring/ all c h i c k e n s are d a n g e r o u s . 

In C a l i f o r n i a / -a m u l t i - b i l l i o n d o l l a r l e a d e r in the p r i s o n 
cartel/ " R e h a b i l i t a t i o n / " is a buzz word in j u s t i f y i n g a b l o a t e d 
b u d g e t . P o l i s h e d p r e s s r e l e a s e s tout v o c a t i o n t r a i n i n g , and 
o n - t h e - j o b t r a i n i n g in the p r i s o n - i n d u s t r i a l c o m p l e x [ f o r - p r o f i t 
i n d u s t r y using p r i s o n e r l a b o r ] . It's all so p o l i t i c a l l y c o r r e c t . 

H o w e v e r , the d e v i l is in the d e t a i l s . W i t h r e c i d i v i s m r a t e s 
r e a c h i n g 70%/ an i n t e l l i g e n t p e r s o n has to q u e s t i o n 
" R e h a b i l i t a t i o n . " V o c a t i o n a l t r a i n i n g is great/ h o w e v e r t h e r e a r e 
no s t a t i s t i c s as to p a r o l e e p l a c e m e n t in t h e s e v o c a t i o n s / n o r are 
t h e r e s t a t i s t i c s as to p a r o l e e u n e m p l o y m e n t , w h i c h is s u s p e c t e d 
to be a r o u n d 7 0 % . C o u l d the facts be e m b e l l i s h e d ? C o u l d 
" r e h a b i l i t a t i o n " h e r a l d i n g be a M a c h i a v e l l i a n d e v i c e , to j u s t i f y 
s o m e t h i n g else? 

A b l a t a n t clue/ to the truth/ and C a l i f o r n i a ' s real m i s s i o n , 
can be found at the p r i s o n p a r o l e g a t e s . P r i s o n e r s w h o h a v e b e e n 
i n c a p a c i t a t e d from s o c i e t y for: 15/ 2 0 , 30+ years/ are p r o v i d e d 
$ 2 0 0 . - m i n u s the s t r e e t c l o t h i n g they h a v e to b u y , to s t a r t a new 
l i f e . G a t e m o n e y h a s b e e n the same for o v e r f i f t y + y e a r s , w i t h no 
cost of living a d j u s t m e n t s . T h i s is a r e c i p e for failure/ no o n e 
in the t w e n t y - f i r s t c e n t u r y can start a n e w life/ on $ 2 0 0 , In an 
ironic t w i s t , C a l i f o r n i a ' s p r i s o n g u a r d s a r e the h i g h e s t p a i d in 
w o r l d . 

P e n o l o g i c a l e x p e r t s h a v e p r a g m a t i c o p i n i o n s about t o d a y ' s 
p r i s o n s . P h i l o s o p h e r / p s y c h o l o g i s t , M i c h e l Foucault/ a l e a d i n g 
f o r e n s i c p s y c h o l o g i s t , in his book D I S C I P L I N E and P U N I S H M E N T : T h e 



O r i g i n of the Prison/ d e f i n e s c u r r e n t p r i s o n m o d e l s as 
d y s f u n c t i o n a l : "The d e l i q u e n t is an i n s t i t u t i o n a l p r o d u c t . " He 
t e l l s US/ p r i s o n s m a k e c r i m i n a l s / m o r e t h a n c o n v e r t s . Dr P h i l i p 
Z i m b a r d O / PhD/ p s y c h o l o g i s t / in h i s b o o k T H E L U C I F E R EFFECT/ 
a d v i s e s c u r r e n t p r i s o n m o d e l s a r e b r e e d i n g g r o u n d s for evil/ 
a f f e c t i n g b o t h p r i s o n e r and staff/ "A s y s t e m d e s i g n e d to c o m b a t 
evil/ c r e a t e s e v i l . " Dr M a u r e e n M u r d o c k / P h . D . P s y c h o l o g i s t / 
w w w . m a u r e e n m u r d o c k b l o g . c o m / w r i t e s "Part of t h e p r o b l e m in t h e 
U n i t e d S t a t e s is t h a t we h a v e a v e r y p u n i t i v e s o c i e t y f o c u s e d on 
i n f l i c t i n g p u n i s h m e n t and p a i n ..» " 

The g e n e r a l c o n s e n s u s of p e n o l o g i c a l e x p e r t s is in the t r u e 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n p a r a d i g m p r o t r a c t e d s e n t e n c e s - l o n g e r t h a n t e n 

p r ^ v ^ to harV^ a d~i-m4n-i s h e d r e t u r n on -the 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n / p u n i s h m e n t i n v e s t m e n t . 

Dr M u r d o c k ' s o b s e r v a t i o n / "we h a v e a v e r y p u n i t i v e s o c i e t y / " 
i d e n t i f i e s the fuel f e e d i n g the f i n a n c i a l f i r e s d r i v i n g an 
i n c a r c e r a t i o n f r e n z y . P o l i t i c i a n s and p r o f i t e e r s a r e m o r e t h a n 
w i l l i n g to feed s o c i e t y ' s i n s a t i a b l e a p p e t i t e for p u n i s h m e n t and 
pain/ w i t h l o n g e r s e n t e n c e s / b i g g e r and b e t t e r p r i s o n s ; l i k e 
m o d e r n d a y s h r i n e s to s o c i a l v e n g e a n c e . W h o n e e d s God/ w h e n w e 
can do it so w e l l . 

The U . S . S u p r e m e C o u r t d e e m e d C a l i f o r n i a ' s shrine/ c r u e l and 
u n u s u a l p u n i s h m e n t / w h i c h led to a f e d e r a l 3 - j u d g e p a n e l to m a k e 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s to r e d u c e the s t a t e ' s i n c a r c e r a t e d h o r d e . In 
2013/ o n e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n b y the P a n e l w a s to r e d u c e t h e e l d e r l y 
p o p u l a t i o n . T h e s t a t e r e s p o n d e d w i t h a p l a n to c o n s i d e r for 
parole/ p r i s o n e r s o v e r t h e a g e of 60/ w h o h a v e s e r v e d m o r e t h a n 
25 y e a r s . O u t c a m e the m e t a p h o r i c a l p i t c h f o r k s / t o r c h e s , dogs/ 
and p u b l i c o u t r a g e . P r o s e c u t o r s / v i c t i m ' s r i g h t s g r o u p s / and 
a s s o r t e d a d v o c a t e s for d e a t h in p r i s o n , v o i c e d t h e i r a b h o r r e n t 
s h o c k ; f u e l i n g the f i r e s . 

The San J o s e M e r c u r y N e w s , on M a r c h 12/ 2016/ a r t i c l e t i t l e d , 
"Parole t w i s t stuns/ a n g e r s , " c a p t u r e d Dr M u r d o c k ' s o b s e r v a t i o n 
of the s o c i a l v e h e m e n c e and t h i r s t for p u n i s h m e n t . W i t h a b r o a d 
brush/ the a d v o c a t e s for d e a t h in p r i s o n , a t t a c k e d t h e w i s d o m of 
f e d e r a l j u d g e s , and s t a t e l e g i s l a t o r s w h o a t t e m p t e d to find 
r a t i o n a l g r o u n d . 

The d r i v i n g f o r c e of t o d a y ' s p r i s o n s y s t e m , and f i n a n c i a l 
e x p l o i t a t i o n / is s o c i a l v e n g e a n c e . A m i n d s e t , t h i n k i n g m o r e 
p r i s o n b u n k s are g o i n g to c u r e c r i m e , is l i k e t h i n k i n g m o r e 
h o s p i t a l b e d s w i l l c u r e c a n c e r . Long t e r m i n c a p a c i t a t i o n , h a s to 
be r e p l a c e d w i t h a t r u e r e h a b i l i t a t i o n s y s t e m . W i t h t o d a y ' s e v e r 
g r o w i n g s o c i a l i l l s , s o c i e t y m i g h t be so b l i n d e d w i t h a t h i r s t 
for m o r e p u n i s h m e n t / t h e y c a n ' t see t h a t the f a i l u r e of c u r r e n t 
p r i s o n m o d e l s m i g h t w e l l be s o c i e t y ' s c a n a r y in the m i n e . 
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