Color Bind_in the System

As of his wrizing, Tlve beea Incarcerared ever /7 yeers, L'ye seeq
Ond experienced rocism en almest every /évc// cad_[ex me zell you — It's

Surprising end distoching fn -the seme breazh.

fer gnarence allied wifvh Power i3 the mosz
5 i 4
ferocfous enemy Buzsw ce cen have.

- Jemes Baldwin -

On —the_adminfsirarive Jevel  dizerimmazion od facism Elows “1/#@-5/5@&7
the System [iKe en unchecked ebola virvs. |fer fngrence, in zhe Mich. bert.
of Corections (‘af Mmich. be/.w of Corropiva ) / there ere _anly twe classificaifons
of prisoness: phite ond nenvhite . T guess ik _youire noz whize Rad s
en other,”

X wont clessify evesy hite staff mdn/oe} ag feelyt becavie 7har csodld
be blatenzly false. Bo1 those isho are,g;’iﬁi exi37 in aic«.—fmmj amouns,
Sadly, they've been Known o olisecimiaze againse Felles S7aff,

ﬂi‘fhaugh ~here are o Fews racist svaff ax each [Paciliy . Nene are
mace orevalent —hon fn the Upper Peninsdle. T 've gpent wime in the
UL, ond experfenced rocism az izs peak, T wres then X crecred +he
phro.Se,.q These white follks maKe whive lowﬁl'é lookk bed." There staff

Meetings could readily dovble os a KKK redly, [Shaa's peally gad , |ecals

Fram ~he 0.P. 1.2 [2s o1 rect (0 the cemmonitr . [1's A4he staff ltse(F.

,/0!:‘]_'--




These obbess violate pr:?-,mw% clvil Nsh‘zs overall, bor when {7 comes
to Blocks end Hipenics , civil rlghis become o Myth, If yooire a “Nanvhize”
ond file o complein !‘Cﬁaw?--i”ng fecizm, czi”éc?fmf%a‘zfen, er 91her clue process
violaafens , yoo ore liKely to find yourselt {n Sesregention en Fabeicaved
cherges . Tivse me  1lue been mhifoveh (7 tesfce.

And the's 5ust the becinnine, Theyive been Known o agsaul~
i 9 S

priseness endfer allow other prizeness 10 do i7, Any propety hat

WaesnT u{l(Fa(’ly destroyed by gt1aFf hes beea Known te arfive a7 ane

pf?sdbqiwiﬂy'ie +he inmate ousrives az anozher,

When [t comes —to racism amangst @ridoners the maferity of /7
decives fram ~the bleckg , Shooﬁfnj aint (¢ ?l b C@%ﬁ/é‘fd[y vndersrend
being ourraged by erat —the system  bur it deesnt end 4here’ They
+el{e V@’)U‘f hedr pianed vp Froseraifen en +he whives, Since c/hite pr3aness
are o minerfty, some blacks talfe full adventese of 2hrz eppertuniy 7o
‘"3@1 back® for all the yeers of oppression ... as ‘vfhmgh +hiz periicoier
[amate wWes <he cavse of glavery ond [rg ensvuing afrermazh. Help me
MmeKe this meKe gense’ <tim suppose to hate wo becavse of semezhig
vyoor pacesters moy e Mey not heve dene 1o my oncesters 2 Are ahey
gesiovs fight news 2

T Never caniclpared bemy subjecred o facizm myself  bur sipce

T tend 1o associete with all reces ond nationalitres od found myself

censorting with more diverse ‘3rau/)s,. Tive been called 5"’(‘/{401& Tom, !

oy




Sell Out, " or “White Boy" (o 1erm vsed o degrode white men). They |
reelly despfye thar A +elk LiKe Zim Fafrly edvcezed ond nov §tvik on

eheaic s, (‘Fférgi'vc me fer pessing the “<h jf&ia)« 7hey hate ther T [iKe
O Variety ofz‘ Mustc ether then Jusz. rep, And 1he Loaer 1har Tive ©ut-
Grasvn the “heod" mentelity x simply freesen /n seme eyes

T1's never been {n my DNA to dizcrimiaTe baged

en [eee, onk T
ont §1ef7 Nod, Besfdes, [f 1

Lid, Tid have <o [nclvde my own fFamily

onod 4Ahet's CONPLETELY UNACCELTABLE ( iNhith remids Mme of a guy

Knew Ahet wes o member of «he Neafon of Tsfem, Every ©ther rsord From
hr3 Mooth e “henKey " +hfy, or “ billy" -her

or “crackess, - The frany
Is thex he has o child by 6 white woman he cleims 10 love deerly

Tvmg> 1har meKe you say W7/ 2

T hed o close friend osK me recenrly why I ossocfered wifth he

Whize boys™ mere thon My 0N, After a very briel pavse, I lefd el

en the teble , ConsiderMg he's a member of the Noarish Science Zemple
of Americe., T Knew My onswrer iodld be /qafJ For him o ceccepr.

(7}
T4's o7 fn me 1o discrimmere based on color of sKin.
Shew me atime in histery where thay has ended

gvccess folly, T con'r bl“m5 Mmyself 4o o.550ciate witzh
any body iy ho i crimMeres becavse of rece, ongt g Me ¢
meost of -the ‘brazhes' wuere bordesline rw‘sf
covldnr be around [+,

T don+ heve o Watch my beels or tiender [

XU geq pau’
(ilgka “4he *bro»thw', who gor mere ex cuses then 7/7c lecws
Uows.




It's nov +hatr I hate My ewn pegple, In facy, T love my

bellow blee men end vomen ,q. =T just despise */7/55&*2’,. T

don'vr diy erfmihate a§einsT onyene, bur T .om hi}ghl}r &Her{_g:“.:

to STUPIBITY ,u. of @il roces, "

The mere I begen assocleting wizh '%he“ﬁﬂsry Blacds Men, " the

Maore of -helr tredts T aczufr&ei’, T s7er7ed b(am/‘q_g every body, ond
shefr memma for My octfons end problems, end /7 felq gooul pleems
blem e elsewhere other than myself. beep dewn, T Knew (7 wasns
Me. So T porred wars oop ond glovily bur sorel, the reciim began,
T leave Yo wfh o Sfﬂ,sfc z)u&gﬂzfan o pgﬂuﬁwi (;Ji‘*[(' You cs1/l/
demend 1o be celled o “Block Man," yer acy liKe a i;/)jB‘v@‘“ 2

Sincerely,

/ﬂ) Moz go /’f?/]j!‘;/
/}/aa/ﬁ’ Man
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