(DeCiberate Ignorance

Cognizance is tHe prerequisite to o6taining, actuating, andsustaining aCCrudimentaryfacets that are
pertinent to hnowCedge. (But knowing is only halfthe hattCe. do “hnoiv” hut neglect to “do” is an
intentionally driven response anda term 1 Cihe to refer to as “(Deliberate Ignorance”. JLnyone who understands,
acknowledges, anddevelops the mentalwherewithaltoforesee the subsequent affects thereofis impartedwith
the addedresponsibility to conscientiously respond do concede andheenCy educe but stillelect to disregardthe
imminent consequences precededby the act is deliberate andcompletely culpable. Jls a culturalwhole the
society in which we live in is systematically drowning in an expansive sea ofimbecility; atypical behaviors that
are not excuseddue to a Cach”ofcognizant observation, because we do see, recognize, andcomprehendwith a
profoundsense ofacumen. (But our unwillingness to truthfully accountfor andendeavor towards rectifying
the many socialmishaps that have stagnated unitary cultivation is enough proofthat substantiates our vital
necessity to begin the process ofemanating the constructs ofa new andmore viable source ofsocial
amalgamation. (My remedialsummation is not centeredaround bathing in the problem. (My efforts are geared
solely towards therapeutic solutions; remedies that willhopefully open the eyes of the socially blind.

Jls an adolescent I grew up amidthe iniquitous city ofSt. Louis. The era in which I was raisedin was
engulfedin a perilous deluge ofmoney, murder, andmayhem. Khe duality ofdrugs andguns servedas
connotativefragments ofmotivation. They also playeda vitalrole in the continuity oftrapping so many
young bCachjnen in the vicious prison cycle we now refer to as “(Mass Incarceration”. (My residentialarea was
saturatedwith a profusion ofCost souls; misguidedindividuals desperately searchingfor answers to extremely
recondite questions. Jls 1 go bachjn time andreminiscently cogitate over the decadent environment I was
subjectedto, I now realize that much ofthe anarchic impairment handeddown to the unfortunate masses was
fomentedby the very ones that either carpedover the disheveledconditions ofourpeople, butfailedto act on
their empty promises; or those who were mentally inebriated by their own drunhen agendas, with little or no
regardsfor the calamitous affects being reapedon their homefront. (Both have marredanddevaluedthe trust
ofso many. In my opinion, it is totally irresponsiblefor us to incessantly blame othersfor the problematic
situations that have plaguedusfor decades. (Especially since many ofour issues derivefrom the very ones we
call “brother”. It is through the perennialexistence ofchoice that we have thus begun to narrate the plot to the
imminent reality ofour collective demise, find that placement oftruth is sure to come intofruition unless a
momentous revolution is soon established. (Furthermore, it is time that we cease pointing thefinger elsewhere,
andfocus our attention on what direction the other threefingers are aimedtowards.

Khe delineatingfactors that have hept the average blacffurbanite a step behind'White America” is readily
apparent. (Mo soundmindedindividualwouldforge the audacity to argue thefact that blacffpeople have been
compelledto overcome a plethora ofhardships andinequitable obstacles; more so than any othergroup of
people. (However, the acquisition ofsuch knowledge is designedto either devalue, deplete, andultimately defeat
a people; or that same sense ofknowhow can enlighten, motivate, andpropela people to be greater in their
capacity ofgrowth anddevelopment. (My question is simple: In what direction do we truly aspire to go
towards?

The magnitude ofchoice is an act upon us allthat is at times misappropriatedanddiluted by the
omnipresent nature ofconditions/circumstances. Khesefactors have, at times, vicariously impelledsome to give
way to the pseudo-notion that conditions/circumstances are the absolute causation andnot an influential
component ofour decision making. "Untilthe realization ofsuch is made manifest, then thefullrange of



accountaSidty, on ourpart, witfremain devoicfofany conducive driven soCutions. Moreover, sociaCcultivation
voidcontinue to 6e stiffed 6y the SCame game.

dhe past, when dissectedad the way down to the root, is designedfor one curative purpose; to [earnfrom it
By searching andfinding the arcane andsometimes evasive Bessons hidden within the dormant confines ofwhat
has aCready transpired QonverseCy, complacency has [eft manyfixatedon the misleading reverie ofwhat once
was. With relative ease we Become enamoredwith coalescing yesterday with the matters oftoday, instead of
utilizing the past to simply learnfrom. Case inpoint: Centuries ago a diaBolicalmastermindBy the name of
Willie Lynch indoctrinatedinto the heart ofthe”America’s a psychologicalidealism that changedand reshaped
the course ofhistory. During the time ofslavery this native ofthe West Indies Brought into nascence a
conceptualideology that was pre-ordainedto control, command, andirrevocably conquer an entire people. Lhe
methodto his madness was predicatedon “divide andconquer”. <3y separating the menfrom the women and
children, that indispensablefoundation ofguidance was extractedfrom the homes, which left the sustenance of
familialstructure immensely weakened Secluding the older menfrom the maleyouth disruptedthe
fundamentalequipoise ofstrength andunity. Lb the women, men were nothing more than sperm donors. It
was this exemplification ofprocreation that ensuredthe physicalandpsychological Bondage ofourpeoplefor
generations to come. [Admittedly, the laboring aspect ofslavery was indeedarduous, But the toxic
psychologicalramifications inoculatedinto the minds ofthe masses provedto Be the most impairing aspect of
culturaldomination in human existence. Lhe primordialstages ofsuch has evolvedfrom oneform of
enslavement to a new, more self-defeating one. Ourprogenitors wereforcedinto physicalservitude By insidious
marauders; evildoers who sought out deceptive stratagems to turn one tribe ofpeople against another. [Lot to
mention thefact that, BlindedBy their own avaricious desires, some aborigines ofthe Mother Landaidedthese
invaders in their quest to introduce thefirst widespreadcase ofhuman trafficking.

Lastforwardto contemporary living. Today we arefacedwith similar dilemmas as our Belovedancestors.
In my opinion, though the nature ofservility has evolved, the consequences, By virtue ofdeliberate ignorance,
have gotten progressively worse. Mo longer are manacles lockedaroundthe ankles andwrists ofourpeople,
today's servitude is less Brazen on Behalfofthe oppressors. We are now Being systematically overthrown By
consciously placing ourselves directly into traps the hunters have set Before us. So, how can we possibly Begin
to Blame the system when the system only works Because we allow it to?

When recognition is thought, felt, andseen, the levelofresponsibility has to Be elevated. 1fnot, the
consequencesfollowing the Behavior is destinedto Be an afterthought. 1Tl may, allow me to give some reliable
insight on how irrational thinking coupledwith destructive Behavior has adversely staunched cultural
cultivation in urban communities. More times than not the “White Man” has Been dubbedthe culpable culprit
when it comes to accountingfor the negative Behaviors in the hood. Once upon a time 1 too heldon to similar
sentiments. However, over time I eventually came to a lucidunderstanding anddevelopeda great appreciation
ofknowing that it isfar more Beneficialto introspectively analyze my own role in any given situation. (By
doing so I can see each ordealfrom a more responsible set oflenses. Mow 1 do Believe that it was contrived By
sinister individuals to import into inner city communities the parasitic proliferation ofdrugs andgum. [And
the reason is Became together they serve a dualpurpose inperpetually comolidating the establishment of
modern day slavery. (From one perspective, the manufacturing anddistribution ofdrugs are composedto
accumulate dividendsfor the struggling hmtler. [Andgum are concealed, Brandished, andoften timesfiredto
protect the investedproduct. Mevertheless, the dysfunctionalirony ofit allis this: The drugs are Being soldto
others enduring comparable quandaries as the drug dealer. [Andthe gum are medagaimt the very same people,
ifthey pose any threat to the drug dealer andthe capacity ofhis investment. Comequently, there is a domino



effect tfat eventuaCCy cCisassemSCes tde structuraCfoundation of6Cacffamides. One Buffet -projectedfrom the
chamber ofa gun to protect the investment ofone rocf* equafs the foss oftwo Bfachjnen. One succumbs to the
suffocating grips ofdeath, whife the otherfaffs prey to the infamous reafm ofthe chaingang (Mass
Incarceration). "Which in turn brings about unnecessary pain andheartache to bothfamifies. Furthermore, the
men are once again tafen awayfrom the homes, heaving the women with the tedious tasf*to pfay the rofe of
both mother andfather (one being an impossibfe tasfto compfete). "Thus, the vicious cycfe continues. These
issues have been recognizedandviewedwith enmity, yet fittfe is being done to hefp fessen the bfow ofthis
iffustration ofcufturafdigression.

Stiff, there is an even more profoundcomponent that has hefpedtofurther subjugate ourpeopfe. (Previousfy,
I spoke to the point that the physicaframifications resuftingfrom the many avenues ofcorruption in our
neighborhoods has affectedus in such an adverse way. (But, even before we fose fives to the buffet andto the
penitentiary, we fose something within oursefves. "We fose our psychofogicaffreedom by becoming mentaffy
subservient to the nefarious nature of “the system”. Consciousfy, we acquiesce to, compfy with, andgrasp at
the iffusive puppetries instituted by the mastery ofour environment. "We start to buy into the often chanted
mantra that denotes affthere is in the worfdfor a bfachjnan is prison anddeath. (But to befieve in something
you have been assuredotherwise ofis anotherform ofdefiberatedignorance.

11 so chose, I coufdprobabfy [amentfor the next weefabout the depforabfe conditions ofmypeopfe.
However, by doing so, 1 woufdessentiaffy addto an afready escafating probfern. To speafjon an issue but
negfect to take pro-active measures to resofve that which is being spoken on isyet another exgmpfe ofdefiberate
ignorance. JlIs I have affudedto before, I am affabout sofution; sociafcorrections that begins with addressing,
as a co[(active whofe, our defective thinking anddysfunctionafsystems ofbefief.

"When a group ofpeopfe is abfe to cognitivefy recognize andacutefy ascertain the essence ofwhere they
camefrom, it then equips them with the requiredkyiowfedge neededto accuratefy perceive their current state,
find, by virtue ofknowing, they can better navigate the course to their chosen destination. The history of
"bfackfofkj has been tofdandre-tofdfrom a myriad ofperceptions. Heverthefess, one irrefutabfe commonafity
construedfrom these recitations is thefact that we have been, andcontinue to be our own worse enemy. The
potentiafity ofourgrowth is being impededon by our own iff-bredactions. Thus, the onus to rectify what we
have pfayedsuch a vitafrofe in defifing is sofefy on our shoulders.

I befieve that in order to begin the process ofreconstruction we mustfirst dispersefrom the manifofd of
secufar distractions that have kept us ineptfy affured The one sure way toyiefdfruitfufresuftsfrom the
covetous diversion ofthese impediments is through the inception ofintentionafsegregation. (Decades ago the
decrepit origins ofthis ideafism was adversefy detrimentafto the hofistic perception ofequafity. Furthermore,
thejustification beneath the sufiace ofits institutionafderivation hackedthe actuafity ofa humanistic
purpose. In truth, it was estabfishedto compefone group ofpeopfe to befieve that they were superior to
anothergroup ofpeopfe. findthe consequences that are sufferedin these modern day times encompasses the
debifitating reafity that among the respectedgroups there is an undufatingforce oftension that is on the brinks
oferupting into overt acrimony.

On the other hand, within the parameters ofan envisagedideofogy, | have a cogent purpose, in refation to
offering a suggestive sofution to our ongoing pfight. 1 do befieve that segregation is desperatefy neededat this
point. Andthis iswhy: As a race we have host our identity; the very essence ofwho we are. At one point in
time I coufdvividfy recaffus aftruisticaffy taking pride in upfifting one another. There was a permeating sense



ofmoraCe that seemedaCmost contagious. ChiCdren showed the utmost respectforaduCts. findaduhts were
consistentCy placingjewels ofwisdom upon the crowns ofyouthfuCadohescents. In retrospect, wording
together to augment the prospect ofsocietalprogression was the underlying agenda. (But somewhere along the
way we lost sight ofthat ad-important tool ofsocialunity. Consequently, it is now imperative that we Begin
to redirect our often times preoccupiedattention Sach”to the essence ofour existence. (Meaning, it is time to
retrace those enduringfootprints in the sandandgo hach*o where it adBegan. 1fnot, we risf* the chance of
complete suB-cuCture alienation. Knowing the history ofa people gives the seeder ofsuch, a glimpse ofthe
greatness, as wedas the pitfads those particularpeople encountered. That information leads to a Better
understanding oftheir current conditions. JIs an individualrace, living within the Boundaries ofwesternized
regulation, we are Byfar the most divergently dysfunctionalgroup. JIndthis rings true, not Because ofour
materialpossessions or Cach"there of. Khis is aBout the insufficient practices Being perpetuatedas a unified
whole. Our actions are hihen to that ofa BarrelofcraBs. dCe spendendless time puding each other down with
the intent to get out ofthe Barrel. However, the moment we reach the rim ofthat Barrel, another craB is
puding us down, dhat is andhas Been our mentalityfor a long periodoftime, dhat is the very reason as to
why we needto Be reminded ofourgreatness, andhow we achievedit. (Butjust as wed, we have to Be
remindedofhow andwhy wefedfrom that pinnacle ofgreatness.

(My vision is not impliedto segregate as a means to separate. (My objective is to transitorily segregate with
the purpose to educate. Thus, it is through thisform ofculturalguidance that we widBe imBiBedwith the
inspirationalappreciation ofour own divinely unique prominence. Khe generations that widinevitably succeed
our existence shouldBe equippedwith the historicalunderstanding ofour ancestralheritage. Khat, in itself is
an indisputable source ofempowerment; energy that is desperately neededfor ouryouth.

‘Essentiady, | do not want the abovementionedsuggestion tahen out ofcontext. Therefore, it is incumbent
that I offera conclusive aspect to my vision. Any nation ofpeople who isfading short oftheirglorified
individuality shouldtahe the necessary steps infinding the lost heys that open the door to their treasured
legacy. (Meaning that, on a universalplatform, adnations possess a certainfrom ofgreatness. Andit is
through that greatness that they Begin to recognize the unitary connection that exist Between them andother
groups. The only way to coherently understandthis universaldesign ofhumanistic symbiosis is through the
longstanding appreciation towards the organic value ofones own culturalassemblage. (By way ofthis sense of
appreciation, the projection ofsuch is naturady unfurledamidother cultures. In my opinion, that is the only
way to accomplish what 1 Believe is the ultimate goalin life, which is obtaining BaCance in humanity.



