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Translated by Cullen and Dewey

Homero Ortune 12/4/14

Hello. This time I will tell you about how my life is in prison. I can’t be complaining because I committed
the mistake but I think that everyone deserves fair treatment and in the 5 years that I have been in prison I
have seen many injustices; for example, when you feel bad you put in a “call” for the doctor and they
don’t see you until you are almost dying. Another is with several officials who make your life impossible
just because they want you to do something and if you don’t do it they humiliate you, causing you to get
yeou into more problems. Many times I get stressed about the same guards and people that work here, for
example, I work in the kitchen and I have a supervisor that treats us as if we were trash. He screams at us,
offends us, besides paying us 30 cents per hour. He throws the leftovers away instead of giving it to us
and when we are throwing it away he laughs at us. Many times here there is a lot of violence because, like
everywhere, there are also rules between us, rules that sometimes are stupid but I can’t do anything
because when I arrived here they were already there, but I try to keep myself occupied in the mornings, |
go to school to try to learn English so when I leave I’ll be able to have more opportunities for work. After
my class I go to work at the kitchen and when I leave I do my exercise routine because, although I don’t
like violence, you have to be ready for when you have to resolve a lack of respect. For me, it would be
enough with talking, but here it is not and you have to adapt to the place where you are living in. Two
years‘ ago I had to fight because someone talked bad about me and I know that this wasn’t reason but I had
to do it. If not they hit me. Sometimes because of this illusion that money is, you lose everything, like I
lost communication with my family in Mexico. My mom was very sick before I went to prison and now |
don’t know if she is well. Many times I feel very sad when the other prisoners get mail or they have
visitors. They talk to me about how their families come and they give them a hug, a hug that I am never
going to receive. For all of these reasons I tell you that the money is not everything. Remember that the
most important thing is your freedom and above all your family. I hope that my story will be helpful and

you learn something and you will think that this place is not Hell but not paradise either.
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