WES WERE NBU THEN AND Whe ARE
Vou Nowy 7

MY Ltfec AREme DIONT Re N
O THRE DAY © CoWMITeD A RoRREBLE
CREME AGHINDT kKeneTk ColllTeR.,
NRERE ARES ICVERAL TACTORS TWAT
CoME TNt MY Poold DECTSron MAKmING
[EELES S

FROM BIRTH T vAaue FELT delf
ConcToOLS ABouT MY EXISTANCE BECAUIC

@ = AV TRE RESWT 6F My METHER KAV -

T A ATFATIR WITH A MARRCED
MAN - T WU REAR. MY AUNTS / ONQLE],
COUITNY AND Cuen BLRLENGS puwesSPeR-
TG ADegT ME AND Rowl © WASN' T
TREALY PART ©F THELR. FAMELY . THES
ARVIED SRl SMoTTONAL AND JE\F
cotecM £ SSuey BcCAulc AS A CHEW
T DEHp T Fecs UWANTED 6K cUenN AQcep-
1ED BY MY FAMILY.

BCAWE ©F MY MeThHER'S TRy
SNE WAS A STNGLE PARENT To b CHIUD-

& REN AND WASNIT ARLE T PROPERLY PRG-

NEDE Foff 6. MY MeTHER trad A Lewy
TRteme Jsb AND WE LTUED WHERE




R[E. CoulDh ACFORD « WKTCRT WAS )
CART RedODwoeey ecyy IN A AREA Full oF
GANGS, DRUGS AND CRMmE - TYHLES eny-
TRONMENT £ WKERE MY JENFE oF ReAl-
LVY, DECIITONS AND THOVWGHT PRACESS
NAS £TS FOUNDATION |

WELTHY NEGLECT AT Hoee AND NO
REAL GUIDANLE FRom MY MYTHER AND
A NON EXIESTENT FATHER T Be AN TO
DPEND MoET 6F My CHELD Hoed 60T onl
THRE BITREETS - WHERE T Fosund  ACC-
CEPTANCE " FRoOM GANG MEMPERS - WS Weed
ENWURAGE Me To JTeat FRom JToREd, Hou-
FES OR CARS. THEY wisld € VENTUALY GFUE
ME THE NAME “BANDET" BECAWE AJ A
U vEAR 60D L HAD BECome A ExperRT THEIEF.

ARSUND THAT Tme GANeMeEMpERS
J/LY ME AS A ASSET. WATLE RIDI NG
MY BLKE T Wweuld CARRY THETR DRULS
AnyS GUNS T My Back PASK BECAUIE
THE PolrcE “wWauld NoT SUSPECT A ceeh”,

e A ME NENE . TURNEN V2 XX
WAS. A CRETTICAL YEWME £ MY (rFe .
T RECEGAN To DRINK ACcoHol AND SMmeKE
MART JUANA ReGulArly. T BEGAN To




MISS CLASSES BECAUSE T WEu\Dd YLATHER
DRINK/GET W WETK MY FREENDS .
TAES LED To BENL Jumped taTe THE
NETERBORNGOD . T 8ol BAD " Rowe Boyd”
o ACCepPTED ME WLETWSUT QuesStron .

THRES New FoUnNDd ACLEPTANCE TS
NoeT FReEE€E . T would HAUE To PRovE My -
ECEF AL OUER. AGALN . THES T-cmE INJITEAD
OF STEACING Tt WAS THRoUbH VZ6ENT
ACTS - WHICH BY THEN I JAW AL A WAy
To ACHIEUE OUR GoA(.

THRE GAle (IFElTE BY THEN WA
REGHEN o Mt MY THROLOKT PROCESS
AND DECISTONS . TT WAS A BFe FACTOR
ON_THE ACTEI OGNS TYRAT T Taok .

THE OLdeER T GoT MY (L8 eENT ACTS
PROGRESIED . THE MoRe \Toleyt ACTS L
COMMITIED /(RLTNTSSED THRE MR £
ABSIED ACCoMEL/ DRUGES - INKESH By THEN
RAaS Bheowe A Copmne MECWANESIM TO
NUMB MY eMweTEIonNAL PASN - wieEN T WAS
WGk / DRUNK T WAS RECKLESS AND FmMPUL-
IFNE BeCAWS T WASN'T THENKENG WETH
A Y NORMALY MIND .

T ULD JUPPRESS MY emeTToNS




RBUT LEMETEMES TWE ANGER /RALE TNE-
THE OF ME WOLLD ©ARWDE FROM TLME
Te TIME  STME TIMES L (nouly IR
WRECH T QBT WARPERD AL TWNWIE
NEARS AGS WG £ Krled kKedNeTr
CHULTER » WIS T8 THE CREMES THAT
BROVEHWT M5 To PRrSonN .

WREN © ARAIED To PRrsoN T
WAS AGALN "emBRrACed" BY My FEUWUs w
BANCMEMBENS « BOT GANG Polrrrcf ON THE
STREET ARE DIFFERENT THeN LN PRESON .
YET T €NGULFed MyJe(F ENTo PREION
POLZTECS . WHERE T WAD To PARTECHPATE
TN TNl THAT © DIDN'T AGREE (WETH .

LTKE THE GANS (TFSSTY (€ BEfORE -
BANDS THReE STReEs® OF PRTESoN PolITccd
BLAN To WETGK WEAVZCY ON MY JHOULDERS .
TS AT TS TEME THAT & BEGAN To
SEE THE NEGATIVUE TURN MY (ZFE HAD
TAkeN . T WARTED To RETIER. MYJELE
KEICK (ED 1o MWt dectiron To Relr:
NSYCSH WY GAne Tres .

WHEN T RECINQUISHED™S MY GANG
TFES NN PRNSTAL  SPFETY WAS =N DAN-
G . MY PRENTes S “ fomepoyd News AW




ME AJ A DEGENSRATE ANNS TURNES THER
BACK 70 ME . SO0 £ WENT THRMOW THE
IDEBRESEENG PRocESP [0 £ Coo(d LBSTTER
MY ENMIRONMENT .

ONCE T ARRIZveES ON TWS INY T BEcAN
To ATTEND SCE HELP GRUPS sl -
URSES AND GoT & Job . THROGH SEF HeEW
OROSPS T BECAAN To §€EE THE PAIN AND
HuRr I CAUSED OTHRERS. L BEGAN TO UNDER-
JTAND EMPATHY AND INST@HT . T NOW (14>
A CONICIENCE |

TR KRS BEGINThe oF THES WAS THE
RQUSSTEoN * ke WERE You Then AND
WRS  ARE Mot e 7 TRE ANSWE R £3
MY E

T WHS A DSEENERATE whoe Wi d
SELEERW AND OALY CARED™ ABWT MYJELE.
AT ONE TTmE T WAS A ReCklesS AwWD
DANGEREGS ENDEUEDOAC wHe Jaw Vrolente
AS A WAY TO GET WHAT £ WANTED . I HAD
NO FEAR , GOLLT oR ReEMORSE FOoR my Acr-
TonNd. THRAT CempbIned WITH My GANG ACTTVrry
I8 wHo £ wAad . T WAS A DRUE ADDECT The -

e AM T Nowl oA A No  LONGER

TNRAT BANGERODS AND o (ENT GANS Mepm-




BER. £ At NO (NGER A DANGER TO
DOCICSTY. I NO (pnNsEll The K \ake A
GaNeMeEMBX . T A pfobo A NENDeLE
Fok PoSTTINE CHANSE .

TRRT . TS S 10 Ay TEDAY [ MO
LONGER. TWar DRUL ADdrer /Atco Helrsc
WHG RCRT TONGLENT PetPlc . © nNouw
WALE EMPATHY AND Fully UNDERITAND
THE DA © CHVEED . T At NOWS A
CRANGED MAN .
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