The Laohv-nt dhe Fés,

The United States is supposed to be "the land of the free". There may have been a time in our history when this was
considered true, but this is no longer the case. There are several factors which contribute to this; however, in my essay |
will refer to the Criminal Justice System in the United States specifically as a major contributor to the lack of personal

freedoms experienced by the American people.

As an incarcerated man, my opinion may be considered skewered or one sided; however, | have a first hand knowledge of
this system from the inside out. My motives should not be questioned as this essay is not a contributor to my freedom or
my confinement, but merely a statement of the system as | have encountered it firsthand. | do not draw any benefit by
writing these things, | only aim to put out my personal thoughts, reflections, and opinions on this subject as someone who

has lived through it and has seen it for what it is; an abject failure.

incarceration can be a period of learning or a period of tremendous waste. This largely depends on the personality,
mentality, and the means of the person incarcerated. Some gamble, succumb to addiction, join gangs, exercise and gain
physical strength, study topics of interest, or mix a little bit of all of the above. Some can benefit from the copious amounts

of free time, while others fall into despair. Personally, | have taken the down time of incarceration to further educate

myself. | have a Bachelors Degree in Military Intelligénce Studies and another in Agricultural Business. | am a Combat
wounded veteran, Purple Heart recipient, and former US Marine Sergeant. | am well traveled and speak several languages. |
have a decent basis to further educate myself. Many are not literate, have very little formal education, and the penal

system is designed unrealistically in terms of educating these offenders to ever allow them to achieve anything of
sustenance in the community upon release. The reality is, crime does pay. You will not be able to sell someone a 60 hour

work week for minimum wage, while barely making it by in comparison.

While incarcerated | do not indulge in games or activities "just to pass my time". | utilize every moment of my time behind
bars to better myself. | have learned to read and write both Russian and Hebrew as well as studied those languages

vocabulary. | have taken a deep interest in philosophy and history.




| have read the works of Hobbs, Locke, Aristotle, Rosseau, Thomas Paine, Nietzsche, Trotsky, Tolstoy, Sigmund Freud,

Fredrick Douglas, Adam Smith and many others. | have read the works on and by our nations forefathers. | have extensively
studied our nations birth, westward expansion, Revolution, Civil War, and early American conflicts. | have studied slavery,
politics, and everything America. | have studied issues from both sides of the fence. | have read books authored by both
loyalist and by the revolutionaries in the American Revolution. Books written by voices from the North and the South in our
Civil War. | have attempted to draw my own conclusions on my studies and not to accept the narrative as taught. One
conclusion | have drawn from my studies is that what is occurring in our nation today, is NOT what was envisioned,

designed, or fought for by our forefathers.

America was a radical experiment, the first of its kind in the world. It was to be a governed by the people and for the
people; it was to be "The land of the free". John Locke, a major influencer on our nations forefathers, said "a Government
was a necessary evil at best". This "necessary evil" was put in place to restrict people from harming one another, to prevent
other nations from invading, and to protect the citizenry. It was never designed to be lord and master over us. Yet this is
exactly what it has become. 'We the people' have become a nation that now begs permission of the Government for

anything we do. We do this to a monster of our own creation.

Abortion, taxation, guns, religion, sexual orientation pr gender identity, and drug legalization are some of the hot political
issues of our day. Yet, the government is who we petition for these rights when we should have had them all along. When

did the surrender of these rights occur? Was it a slow surrender, or a rapid one? We as citizens have handed the government
many of our rights faster than any despot would ever dare to take them from us. As free citizens, why do we feel the need

to beg a government for permissions; when their sole purpose was not to enslave or control us, but to keep us free? Why do
we mass incarcerate people to feel safer, when in the process we render ourselves less safe? Benjamin Franklin once said "to

sacrifice liberty in the name of security we deserve neither, liberty or security". This is exactly what has been done.

America incarcerates more people than any other nation on earth. Are American's as a people more criminally inclined than
others? Are Chinese or Russian's less prone to criminal activity than their American counterparts? Does the harsh
environment of their penal systems deter criminals more so than the American penal system; or do they not pursue petty

offenses and incarcerate to the degree the American Justice Department does?




As we live our lives as free citizens no one cares about prisons, governmental overreach, police misconduct, courts, judges

or prosecutors. If you become a victim you will almost certainly not be satisfied with the justice system. If your arrested for
a crime, you also will not be satisfied with the justice system; albeit for a different reason. If you realize that you may have
a problem, you seek assistance to fix the problem, but despite all indications that the system is there to assist you to
receive the help you need, be it criminal or victim, you learn rapidly that is not the case. The justice system is broken for

all those involved in it, regardless of their perspective role.

Those who derive their income from this system, or who seek the accolades or perks of membership in the system, will
never denounce it openly as to do so would be to commit career suicide. No king has ever dethroned himself. Nor will any
lawman, lawmaker, judge or prosecutor admit they are working backwards. Instead they double down on what proves
ineffective, costly, and wasteful. Despite crime figures sky rocketing they continue pushing forward to ensure their own
self-sustainment. As a people we simply continue paying for something that doesn't work. Would we continue to pay electric
bills if electricity stopped working? It is preposterous to ignore the issues that plague this nation's justice system, yet blindly

contribute billions to continue its existence.

bnce a citizen is placed in handcuff's it is to late for them to create reform; for they have now become voiceless. Many of
those in the position to identify issues and bring abogt change are simply ignored as felons, criminals, and convicts who
cannot be trusted. Yet, those who lie with impunity, take your tax dollars to continue the lie, and do not provide results are
the "experts", whose voracity should never be questioned. The statistics speak louder than their lies, yet we still blindly

contribute to the lie.

;Fhe Justice system in America is a cruel joke that everyone is in on; from law enforcement to prosecutors and judges to the
criminal themselves. Its is proven not to work. Yet like the very definition of insanity we repeat the same thing over and
over expecting different results. There is a solution, yet no one will accept it or adopt it. Its "crazy" people will say. As if the
mass incarceration of American citizens, policing the world at large to incarcerate other countries nationals, the destruction
of families, and the theft of property (under the guise of asset forfeiture), is not "crazy" in itself. Despite the plethora of
laws, the mass incarceration, the billions spent in the pursuit of "justice"; the American people are no safer today than they

were yesterday. Maybe as a society we need to try something drastic, crazy, and new.




