Sunday August 7, 2022
A SHORT STAFFED PRISON IN SD

It 48 amazing how quickly the South Vakota State Penitentiary has become
unden-stagfed agtern the Governon fired high ranking prison ofgiciaks such as
the Chief Wanrden, Veputy Warden and othens, whike the Secretary of Corrections
was suspended, then atlowed to retire. The Governor of South Vakota did this
Last yean and the numben of prison employees has gone down akot s4ince then,
with employees quitting, being fired, on netining. The Governon 44 thying 2o
promote a positive change in the South Vakota Depantment of Cornrections that
has been 40 badly needed forn such a Long Lime.

The Governor has haned two people grom outside the state Lo 4L the noles
0§ the vacant Cheef Warden and Secretary of Cornections positions. One person .
gnom Minnesota gor Chief warden and a Lady grom Colorado for Secretary of Connecf,an?

The changes will take time Zo §4x some of the problems with Lhis prison and
and addness the stafging shorntages which has nesulted 4n recreation bedng
canceled on weekends, no outside necreation on nice days and even Prison
Industries, whene 1 presently work being shutdown for a day or noil being able
to wonk the days we normatly do because the prison needs Lhe two ofgicens Lo
wonk somewhere etse. One officen told me he doesn't want Lo be "On this
SANRANG ShAp." 80 44 quAtting whenever he f4inds another fob. The prison staf s
are getting burnt out on the nequired overtime and the Lowern wages compared Lo
the sunnounding states. The bad thing about 40 many prison stagf quatiing, 44
that prison stagd are being promoted quickly o senion positions who don'Z
have the expernience orn the ethics that anre needed forn those positions and the
preson doesn't want to hokd these newly appointed prison staff accountable for
the unethical conduct they practice fon fear more o0fficens wtl quit.lhat 4s
anothen problem that 44 being allowed to continue grom the Lasi negime whom
wene faned by the governon. lhenre needs to be accountabidaty and f4xes here.

One thang 1 betrieve woukd hekp §4x the prison shorntages 44 Lo ratse the pay
0f the prison staggd to be closern to the surrounding states «n Tthe midwest.
South Vakota has had smillionss in state surplus of funds every year and 1
thank 4L woukd be wise Lo use thes surplus to fund pay raises gon prison stadf
and atso pay for things to be gixed at the state Penitentiary, Like upgrading
akot of equipment, getting healthiern food to save on medicak costs, and educationa |
proghams and job Tthaiming forn when prisonerns are released.

This prison system needs akot of changes and there 44 akways resisiance 1o
change, but 1 am glad with replacements of senior prison officials and more 04
the cakls forn prison neform here being sounded, that there 448 hope for ZLhe
positive changes that are 50 urgently needed. 1 hope the staff shortages at
the South Vakota State Penitentiarny are a wake up cakl to everyone o4 Lhe
ungently needed neforms and 4ssues that need zo’i:ﬂ;;s;;zéed now, noit Laten.
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