
Sunday August 7, 2022 

A SHORT STAFFED PRISON IN SD 
  

It 46 amazing how quickty the South Vakota State Penctentiary has become 
under-stagfed after the Governor fined high ranking prrson officials such as 

the Chie, Warden, Veputy Warden and others, while the Secretary of Corrections 
was Suspended, then allowed to retine. The Governor of South Vakota did this 
Last year and the number of prrson employees has gone down alot sdnce then, 
with employees quitting, being fired, or retiring. The Governor 44 trying to 
promote a positive change in the South Vakota Department of Corrections that 
has been 40 badkty needed for such a Long tame. 

The Governor has hnined two people from outside the state to fill the roles 
04 the vacant Chies Warden and Secretary of Corrections positions. One person 
§10m Minnesota for Chiefs warden and a Lady from Colorado for Secretary of Connections 

The changes wilt take time to fix Some of the problems with thd prtson and 
and address the stagfing Shortages which has resulted in recreation berng 
canceted on weekends, no outscde recreation on nice days and even Prrson 
Industries, where 1 presentky work betng shutdown for a day or not being able 
to work the days we normally do because the prrson needs the two officers to 

work Somewhere ekse. Une officer told me he doesn't want to be "On this 
sinking ship." 40 45 quitting whenever he finds another job. The prrson 54065 
ane getting burnt out on the required overtime and the Lower wages compared to 
the surrounding states. The bad thing about 40 many prtson Stags quitting, 44 
that prison stags are being promoted quickty to senior postions who don't 
have the experience or the ethics that are needed for those positions and the 
prrson doesn't want to hold these newly appointed prison staff accountable for 
the unethicat conduct they practice for fear mone offrcers wll quit.ihat 44 
another problem that is being allowed to continue from the Last regame whom 
were 44nred by the governor. here needs to be accountability and frxes here. 

One thing 1 bektieve would hetp 4x the prrson Shortages 44 to rarse The pay 
of the prison staff to be ckoser to the surrounding States tn the midwest. 

South Vakota has had $millionss rn State surplus of funds every year and 1 
think 4t would be wrse to use thts Surplus to fund pay AAses fOr prrtson S4AGf 
and atso pay for things to be fixed at the state Penitentiary, lke upgrading 
atot of equipment, getting healthier food to save on medicak costs, and educationa \ 

programs and job thartning f0r when prrsonerds are released. 
This prison System needs alot of changes and there 445 aktways redrdtance to 

change, but 1 am glad with replacements of SenLOr prrson 0ffrcials and more Of 
the cakks fOr prtson reform here being sounded, that there 44 hope for the 
posative changes that are 40 urgently needed. 1 hope the stags shortages at 
the South Vakota State Penitentiary are a wake up catk to everyone of the 
urgently needed reforms and issues that need to be,addressed now, not Later. 
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