Lever Pulling/Push Button Democracy

By: Lacino Hamilton

months into .the 2 . prasidential race, I am still trying to
mpressions of the dominate narrative, "the vyear of the

or what to make of Bernie Sanders, a self-described Democratic-
and Donald Trump, whose campaign for the Republican presidential

tion has created a sounding board for extrems racist ideas.

For many the 2016 .presidential e : .s. an opportunity to express anger
and frustration with . lashington. po cs as usual, Uhere the quid pro quo
system.of pay-to-play politics is leaving everyone behind with the exception
of the rich and super rich. .I do find it ironic that a professional
politician and a billionaire are leading the arg change instead of a
udicrous about this.
toward the extreme wings of parties offer an important
for - critical analyses of the eslection process and @ social
the U.5.
An important opportunity to ask why democracy in the U.S5. ends.after pulling
a lever: or pushing. a button every two or four years? An important opportunity
to ask why the continued reality of white supremacy in .the .United States is
treated as if it were a thing-of the past? To ask why we trust the media more
than our neighbors or pur own experisnces?
a totally different world, one where labor
conomic exploitation has fastened on it; onz free from
procedures of political power; and pne that opens the way to an al
groups . of men and women based on cooperative labor and
administration of things in the interest of the community?

We can point to the absurdity. of the idea that those who are frustrated and

i
angry only need to re-shuffle the political deck and their lives will be

better. The absurdity that the masses responsibility ends with the election

of an :"putsider." e can ask why it is that those who make this claim do not




suggest that the problem is the capitalist sponsored process? And we can
emphasize what must be obvious a person with a grain of political
that the CEL: U.S. political problem is not whether a

or Republican wil : : g White House, but that one of them will

in the White

Many avenues

useful for thinking about

of wealth and pouwer

different periods. Are useful for thinking how the media and others' we

to for information give the impression that the current so cial relations are
the best in the world and do- not encourage alternative ways to frame and
undarstand human relations against systems of power, privilege, and

ind ffar=n,‘.

We have many avenues open to us to drive home the lesson -that there is one

law for elites and one for the rest of us. For example, we can examine issues
focus on the structural rather

al disparities.

conflate democracy

supressing the exploration of alternative eco

no
and social arrangements. lde can move from dissent to res ssistance: prote

strike and/or rebel. Highly principled and couragesous action that raises

issues of passive complicity which sre now much too sasily evaded.

Some seem to think that resistance will weaken the moral authority of what is
essentially a social justice movement and make it difficult to reach
potential sympathizers who ‘are only willing to pledge technical support, I
don't. A person has to choose for them self what level of dissent or

hey are comfortable with. What level of dissent or resistance

JL

break the duopoly of the Democratic and Rebublican parties.

Keeping in mind that we all take part in Washington politics as usual, the

quid pro quo system of pay-to-play politics if only by paying taxss and
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