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neth r lock d-away in a concrete m ximum security solitary confinement 

fortres , or ou and about amongst ord"nary low-level mainline offenders, 

eventually, ome of us ar met by a rather un xpected y t precious mo ent in time 

w ich somehow compels us to take an honest inv ntory of our dangerous and 

destructive wayw rd pasts. 

Tis fle ting arrow crossroad presents myriad of unf ili r complexities. 

Bu once properly-navig ted (however m ny tries it takes), a r ve ling peek at ugly 

long-buried truths about ourselves emerge while simul t neously placing stepping 

stones 

collide 

top an unchartered rehabilitative path here both m aning and purpose 

ssuming you lect to stick around for wh t ul ti tely evolves in o 

long-term m ningf 1 ch ng . 

For more than a cade, my unforgiving h rdened heart regularly m sd"rected 

m · strust and fuel d discord o rd the justice system. Diagnosed as 'Clinically 

D pr ssed 1 and rou inely in search o absolution through su · cide, these self-

estructive them s left me lone nd motionally-adrift, he empty soul of a hollow 

man con urned by mis ry ·n orld where few delusions of repriev ex·st. Along with 

aowy cracks in the cell alls of my tiny death row box t Sn Q entin, hero·n h d 

become period· c fr· ndly escape from reality. In earnest hil we •re being 

honest), Ir gularly prayed for de th by overdose but, 'twas obviously never ·n the 

c rd . God' cards perha s? 

Having come from imple s mi-priv' eg d lif pr·or to thi inc re ration, I 

o n d and oper t d a mall landscape construction company in Southern Californ ·a, 

s fa e ·gt dictate, my alleged rol in a mid-2000 murder conspiracy wold 

h that l"fe own the drain, leaving m ny o ers behind to pick up the pieces nd 

sor t ro gh the ruin where emotions had once acted without the benefit of 

int llect. 

Contrary to popular beli f however, people do change. All roads leading into 

personal aste nds wit · n where growth nd healing are fo d, rem in complex i 

nature. O em st be mentally prepared to experience healing, if r al change is to 

l. 
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shine its light in o your life. As change slowly blossoms, learning curves become 

ncreasingly-evident and our brain opens itself up to new ideas nd/or reinvents 

unfinished things from our past that once appealed to us for some reason. 

Admittedly, I experienced this. Somewhere around my 12th year caged on death row, 

the afore- entioned beacon of light wo.- me from the depths of an unfa iliar sleep. 

It was time to ta e back my lif, and discover my purpose. But how? And why now? 

In weeks prior, an elder comrade (Steven) and I spent nearly every opport nity 

Qvailed to us in order to discuss his brother's ongoing struggle to secure a life­

saving kidney transplant. He was in terrible shape and near-death. Steven and I 

barked up the prison administration ' s proverbial flagpole look ng for plausible 

solutions to this dire s·tuation. Y'se, Steven was his brother's only available 

biological (willing) donor --- an obvious imm diate solu ·on to the problem. CDC-R 

(Califor ·a Dep rtment of Corr ction's & Rehabilit ion) aeni d seven' a peal, and 

deemed him 'prohibited I from any such don tion ver. Thi , ~ith no le al 

precedent or explanation. His attorneys prepared o seek permis ion thro gh court­

ordered injunctive relief. During preparation of the legal petit · on in question, 

Steven's brother surprisingly received a deceased donor K · dney from a local auto 

accident victim. He survived. 

For months in the aftermath of this chaotic near-tragic ending, Steven nd I 

decided to further research the laws, legislation , court cases, appeals, and 

whatever we could locate as it related to inmate organ donor policies across the 

nation. We were right in the thick of making some real progress and suddenly, Steven 

unexpectedly passed away. 

Steven ' s demise became my impetus which drove me o carry the torch and 

continue this prison reform pursuit --- at the very least, given what we ' d already 

been through , donations inuring to the heal th, welfare, and survival of state 

prisoner's immediate family , is what he would've hoped for in the end. I intend to 

see this through. 

CDC-R has no policy or protocol for c lifornia s ate Prisoners to donate, 

xcept i~ the event of his/her death wile in custody --- POSTHUMOUSLY. Despite the 

frustration , bureaucratic red tape , and situational mediocrity , not only will I find 

a way , but I'll do it sober. 

Another year swept by when I ·vas met with the devastating news that my father 

had been diagnosed with aggressive lung ca~cer that might require a lung transplant. 

\, ile riding the emotional roller coaster , a let er arrived in response to a 

eries of a mailings Steven and I had done the previous year. C lifornia Democratic 
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States nator, Cathleen Galg· ni elec ed .o promote or cause and present it to the 

S ate s nate in the form of an inmate organ dona ion agenda. This becam SB 1419. 

Passing through both Sen te H alth and Publics fety Committees respectively, we had 

one urdl to clear --- Appropr· tion•s Comm · ttee. Cue the theme from 'JAWS' here. 

No sooner than we tabled SB1419 with th" 1 t committe, we were met with 

swift oppos·t·on by c C-R --- the very same folks who prevented Seven from saving 

h·s brother's l"fe. Ironically, i came own to dollars and cents --- money hat 

would have provided each of t e n rly forty ( 40) Cal· fornia ate Prisons with 

dequate educ tional mater· 1 and literature rela ed tom dical staff's obligations, 

he righ s of he ou d-be donor in ate, procedures, etc. 

Inst do p rmitting LIVI ·G ·nmate organ donation, the nate 'scrubbed' the 

LIVI G donor spect of 5B1419 nd settl d for implementation of specific POSTHUMOUS 

org n donor provisions. For instance, CDC-R currently permits the ould-be 

osth mous donor to place emselves on na ion 1 organ donor registri sand as a 

d rect result of B1419, has an amended Advance Heal h Care Directiv (CDCR 7421) 

herein prisoners are permitted o desig ate how and with whom hey rvish their 

remains be disposed of in the event of the·r de th in cus ody. But people ... why 

ust st te risoners DIE ·n order to sav a loved one in need? 

With l"ttle dedic tion, ten city, and a slice of dumb luck, I learned that 

The Federal Bureau of Prisons has their very own legal LIVI G inmate organ donor 

protocol --- a well-oiled policy which affords said gifts of life for biological, 

match-worthy, immediate family members in need. Now that this policy has been 

uneart ed nd copied --- one which caters to a mere fraction (approximately 10%) of 

th n tional prison population --- the culmination of which exceeds some 2 . 3 million 

men and omen housed across th"s nation. Ask yourself why it is that only a tiny 10% 

ox the national prison population are afforded the right to sav lives? 

Ne rly five ( 5) y ars h s passed since my father• s d ath. My hope in the 

for seeable future is to loc te a fresh set of eyes and ears in a legislative 

p rtner --- someone capable of breathing life back in to this pursuit , regardless 

ht sid of th politic 1 isle it falls upon. The great bi-partisan here is death 

itself. In a perfect world, this prison reform agenda would find a national lectern 

from which to launch itself . Wouldn ' t it make sense to mandate both State and 

Federal prisoners sharing these inalienable rights w· thout state prisoners being 

systematically-precluded from the roles of the willing? Fail· ng to create and/or 

adopt an tional LIVI G inmate org n onor protocol for any prisoner , regardless of 

their comm"tment offense or length of sentence would prove profoundly irresponsible. 
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We can surely agree that prisoners from all walks of life are not devoid of 

redeeming qualities. A vast majority of us fully understand and appreciate that 

healing through meaningful rehabilitative programs enables growth, change, and a 

deliberate sense of shared responsibi ity. 

Today, these continued efforts can be found at the assortment of venues listed 

below. Tech-support and/or blogging about this deserving agenda f ram like-minded 

industry folks or those who have a particular interest in the subject matter are 

welcomed and encouraged to volunteer, however possible. I am but one man with a full 

plate. Please write with your questions and comments. Postage-permitting, I will 

answer all. 

Respectfully Yours, 

'chael Flinner #V-30064 
California I1edical Facility 
P.O. Box 2000 
Vacaville, California. 95696-2000 

V'sit: 

facebook.com/Inmate Organs 
twitter: @inmateorgans 
email: inmateorgans@web.de 
Senate Bill: tinyurl.com/SB1419 
60 inutes Segment: bit.ly/inmateorgans 




