
USE YOUR TIME WISLEY 

I understand that you are probably in prison for something that you did not do. Or, maybe you 

did something, but not what “they” said you did. Maybe you did do a crime, but the prosecutor 

railroaded you and you were given way too much time for what it is you actually did. Or, maybe 

you did everything “they” said you did plus some, and you just got caught. Whatever your 
situation is, I get it. But what I also get is that you are here (in prison), and this is where you’re 
going to stay unless your appeal gets granted or your release date arrives (if you’re lucky enough 
to have one). 

That is the reality of your situation today, so it’s time to accept your reality and deal with it 
as it is today, and as it is today you’ ve got time to do. With that said, your best play is to figure 
out how to benefit from said time; turn your into a positive. Here’s how... 

Don’t waste time:   

I see so many prisoners just sitting around and doing absolutely nothing. All they do is let time 

(life) pass by without doing anything to benefit themselves, improve their lifestyle, prepare for 

the future, etc. They have no drive or ambition. They just walk around looking defeated; straight 
schmuckery. 

Many guys come to prison and do 5, 6, 7 years, and leave no better of a man than they came. 
I recently met a 30 year old who came to prison and could not read or write. He’s been in prison 

for the last 6 years and he goes home in 3 months. Guess what? He still cannot read or write. He 
talks about how he’s going to learn when he “goes home.” He asked me what type of advice I 

have for him; I told him he needed my advice during his first 3 months, not his last 3 months. He 

asked me why that was; I asked him if he can learn to read and write in 3 months. He stated 

“no.” My response? “Exactly” (followed by my turning around and walking away). 

The guy I’m talking about is an absolute schmuck. His waste of 6 years, disgusting. As much 

as I want people to win, and as much as I try to assist people in doing so, I realized that there 
was/is nothing I can do for him. Sad, but true. 

Not only did the guy waste 6 years of his life, but, as much as I hate to say it, he will be 
wasting more time soon. He will be back; probably before I get out of the SHU for my last hit.... 

I have life in prison. Unless something happens with my appeal, I will die in a cell. What I 

wouldn’t give for another shot at life now that I’m older and wiser, now that I get it and my 

perspective is clear. However, despite what my situation is, my reality; I’m pushing daily. I’m 
trying to get it; understand? Every day I am on beast mode. Like 50 cent said: get rich or die 
tryin’. 

With that out the way, nothing is more disgusting to me than someone who comes to prison 

and will be out someday, as he has a date, but does nothing with his time except Jack off and 
God know what else, gets out no better of a man than he entered, and ends up coming right back.  



Do not waste time (life). Turn your “negative” into a positive and benefit from your situation. 
Figure out (early on!) what you want to do during your stay in prison, what it’s going to take to 
do it, and get down to business. 

So, what do you want to do?   

Now that we understand that it is our wisest move to turn our negative into a positive and we 
must figure out how we can get the most out of our time, it’s time to figure out exactly what you 
want to do. 

The first question is what are you into that at least some aspect of can be mastered while you 

are in prison, and that is realistic considering the amount of prison time that you have? 

For example, maybe you want to be an artist of some kind. If so, then during your stay in 

prison you should study, learn, and practice drawing as much as you can each day. If your goal is 
to be a professional artist and you have 5-6 years in prison, imagine how good you can be by the 
time you get out if you dedicate every second of your time learning and practicing it. 

And let’s say you want to get out and paint murals on cars or do graphic design. Maybe in 
prison you will not be able to practice those specific crafts, but you can master at least one aspect 

of them: Drawing. Yes; if you want to paint murals on cars or do graphic design, then become 
the best, that you can at drawing while you’re in prison because both of those jobs demand the 

trained eye of an artist who can draw the better you are at drawing, the better you will be as a 
muralist or graphic designer. 

Drawing is a good passion to have for a man in prison. It’s something that can realistically be 

mastered right from your prison cell. You will almost always have access to a pen and/or pencil 
and a piece of paper to practice your craft. And, even if you’re not going to get out of prison, 
drawing is one of the best skills you can have while in prison; there’s always a demand for it. 

From your fellow prisoners to Correctional Officers, from pen pals to people online, great 
drawings will always be in demand, and there is even a market specifically for prison 
art/drawings. 

Writing is another good passion to have. It’s very realistic to become a master writer from a 

prison cell. You will almost always have a pen and some paper to write what it is that you want 
to write/create. 

For example, maybe you want to write and publish your own books. Well, you can always 

get books on how to write properly and self-publish. Get the books relevant to those subjects and 
learn the entire business inside and out. Then, write as many books as you can so that when you 

get out you can publish them. Or, if you’re not getting out, publishing books from prison is a 
realistic goal. It can be done; especially with today’s technology. Today’s technology, especially 
the internet, has levelled the playing field a bit. I have life in prison, and you are reading a book 
that I wrote in my prison cell, sent out, and self-published.  


