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+io: 1 am servingzg a thirty-tive yvear sentence, Spent my first tive
years in a one-an isolation cell, I am a veteran and am naryiet

Wil 1ve 1QS,

Secure Commitment to Offender Re—entry and Enableoment,

That'!s the name of the tablet federal prisoners can ow buy.
It's a little ironic since there isn't any educational videos
games or books on it (if vou exclude the mul titude of self-help
eudio books, all swoken in German for some reason, prisoners can
bug in their music library).

1've had the privel: g~ of having a tablet once before when
I wvas still a pre-trial inmate, That tablet had & large library
of free educational videos available to watch for free! I learned

trigonometry and art appreciation simply because I had slot oftime
end they were readily available,

I find it amisi g and a bit rude that this new tablet is so
named, Since it does NOT offer any significa t re-entry assistence
or rehabilitative prograins, Much like the B.,o.P.

The Keefe S.C,O0,R.E., &c does have a selection of movies and
videogames available for purchase, I'm thankful foru that and vet
these games are avaibdble for free on the streets, Somids like a
clever way for somen e to make some monev, more than a device
meant to "enable" convicts to re-e ter society.

Which sounds, again, alot like prisons generally. Bneyclovedia
.CoMm makes mention that the first nrison were built by wealthy 1a: na
owners to mai tain power, lNow prisoas sye a hot bed for capitalist
commercial opportusities, This is ot in itself a bad hing: as
1've said 1'm grateful for what is provided fo me and I am wille
ing w0 pay Tor that, On the other nand we've seen in several state
Tor—yrofit prison orginizations* where statt pay off state officials
to support laws that favor highe prisons populations, thus in-
creasing the for-profits profits, Who is to say the same thing
isn't havpeng 11 the federal system? Who owns Keefe = vway?

"hile +he B,0,P. strugzles 4o maintein its fecilities* here o




cones the Keeie 5,C.0.R.E. Tc gettig 100% profit on two doll-
ars they charze for a free game, How wonder how much of the 3118
inmetes pay for the tablet the $.0.,Y, sees, AS rehabilitaiior vro-
grans sre caiccled for funding issues and the »nrizon mequ gets
more sasparse and flavorless, 1T +the iederal govermeat unsed that
nmoriey to take care ol ius vprisoners then maybe so many wouldn't
come back, Then keefes profiis would go down realative to ihe
decreasing prison population and what buisnes owner waits that?

Despite my eyerolling (and susvitions) I am thankful for
the tablet, Even if it's just a way to waiste time , cause I have
alot of that.lio matter how wch of qy time Itry to fill with
constructive activities it's nice to have a break or distraction
from the day t+o day. Also woth mentioning is the commu ity that
these devices have created, Feople get together and talk stratesy
and assit eachother in acievievi g zoals, THis, wether it was int-
ended or not, has some i teresting effects on rehabilitation,

Prison is a stressful place, Even if (or when ,as it sometimes
does) prison is what it says it is, what we 'eed it to be, it would
be stressful., That constan stress does alot of harm to a vperso.
over time, The vphysical manifestations of this could be demi 'ished
ere sight, tor:n muscles, bowl aid rectal issues, ¢ven such ex—
tremes as heart problems or stroke., The psychological concequ-
eices include, PTSD, institutionalisation, poor sleen, denression
s 8ggression, suicidal ideation, All things that have a nrofound
impact on a persons re-entry.

The tablet provides a release from all that, however brief, !

And I do NOT want to give any credit where rone is due., The tablet
makes alote of promises that it does: not deliver on.

The benefits of this tablet, elementary as they may be,are a
decrease in the ever present destructive stress of prison., Which
could decrese the number of wviolent iicide:its that occor as a
concequence,

Maybe this was the iatentio, Mavbe some folks zot 1ozether

and’ talked about how iro:ic, duplicitous a~-d destructive nrison

is aid said, "hey, let's sell them uablets”, Great idea cuys! J, st

like the »rison systein is a good idea to deal with the criminal
eiement, But both of them are far from what we need them to be,
Far even fron what they say they are for: re-hanilitaiion,

Despite that , it's impo 't to me to recogiize the imp-




rovemeats that have been made i the sytei (as it is impor-tant
Tor prisoncrs to be recomiized for any nosotive chaage), This is
after all how we improve, Iti%s how we teach QU " Kdiclis sl (peliyi e réin
how we frain oure dogms., We h:va to set exnectations aad reward
‘;1'."101.: when they are met, RBven small changess; like how vriso oers
arn't chai ed to cannon balls any more,

I conder muvh— slmost ~11 of +he B.o.P.s actions—~ or lack
taereof— »s should we all{ the sexual assults, the viole.ce, the
daaths, the medieal iegligence ad the nicheciced com e i)
Vampirism that hes orofiteers iaflue i v pol icy.

Ho mither how smell a kerial ol #ood 1 ind in & worid of
dizested Dok ogon, Temitl ot e Like some others ewnd bl i v selt
12 whe o0l hecause of G2 A, "0 tia ter how bad and it is horw
rible, Because it all T see is wusx wrongs then we both ' ill be

sluck there, Unabl io move foriard.

* Wash.ngton stote tniveraty Jo/acsrvvg on tns wheon
(on be feod o+ His \Uceb eddless

News, Edu, /Press - vele ey /ZG'Z.OA""//,G /P Verize/ - Prigons -

leed - (nmores - lonser Genterices - $reda £




